
         INDIANA 4-H AND ISDA TEAM UP 
            TO GROW FUTURE LEADERS

Thanks to the generosity of the Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture (ISDA), youth across the state of Indiana will 
have access to multiple hands-on learning opportunities 
and leadership activities through 4-H. 
The Indiana State Department of Agriculture is a state 
agency whose efforts support the growth of agriculture 
within Indiana through advocacy, environmental 
stewardship, and economic opportunity. As a result of their 
generous gift and partnership with Indiana 4-H, youth are 
benefiting from meaningful and impactful opportunities from 
end to end of our great state. 
In 2017, ISDA sponsored Indiana 4-H Congress, State 4-H 
Jr. Leader Conference, and Youth for the Quality Care of 
Animals, all of which are influential in developing valuable 
life skills, fostering connections and relationships, and 
cultivating knowledge and decision making.
Indiana 4-H Congress is an annual event held not only 
to honor the yearly Accomplishment scholarship winners, 
but also aims to empower youth for community action. 
With the support of ISDA, youth are developing skills and 
expertise, through a series of sessions, to effectively share 
and replicate leadership responsibilities with their 4-H Jr. 
Leaders, Club Officers, and 4-H members. 
In addition to 4-H Congress, the Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture has also sponsored the State 4-H Junior 
Leader Conference. Planned by youth who attended the 
previous year’s conference, the State 4-H Jr. Leader 
Conference gives Indiana 4-H Jr. Leaders the opportunity 

to come together as one, with the intention to further 
develop their leadership and communication skills, spark 
innovation and creative thinking, and make life-long 
connections throughout the state of Indiana. 
Youth for the Quality Care of Animals, YQCA, is an online 
course that delivers consistent and evidence-based 
curriculum to youth who are participating in 4-H Youth 
Development livestock projects. Youth within Indiana have 
been given the opportunity to participate in this program 
as part of their livestock project, with the help of ISDA. 
In hopes of giving back to 4-H and the community, ISDA 
provided youth with coupons that reduced the cost of the 
program. As a part of the pilot within the Hoosier State, 
94% of youth reported that they gained knowledge about 
quality assurance principles and understand that they have 
an impact on the livestock industry by what they do with 
their 4-H animals. YQCA is an educational opportunity for 
youth to be ambassadors for animal agriculture as livestock 
exhibitors, ensure their animals are treated with the utmost 
care, and contribute to a safe and wholesome food supply. 
Indiana 4-H and the Indiana 4-H Foundation sincerely 
thank the Indiana State Department of Agriculture for 
their contribution. Their support has given 4-H youth, 
all throughout the Hoosier State, opportunities that will 
positively impact them in 4-H and life beyond. It is through 
openhanded gifts, such as the one given by the ISDA, 
that 4-H is truly able to successfully impact and inspire the 
future leaders and innovators of Indiana. 
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“Our department is proud to partner with Indiana 4-H,” 
said Bruce Kettler, ISDA Director. “This organization 
inspires the very best in our youth, and we’re thrilled to 
support the work they’re doing to prepare our students 
for the future.”
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The possibilities for youth that 4-H provides are 
unparalleled. The Marion County 4-H Youth Development 
Program believes in providing youth with settings 
where they can learn experientially through hands-on 
opportunities. Within the last two years, Marion Co 
has seen a significant growth in the number of youth 
participating in leadership opportunities at the local, 
state, and national levels. Through these experiences, 
youth have applied leadership skills such as critical 
thinking, problem solving, responsibility, public 
speaking, teamwork, conflict resolution, teaching, and 
communication. 

With an expected increase in population and a change 
from open land to more industrialized settings, Marion Co 
educators have made it their goal to advocate that 4-H 
be more accessible and equally valued in urban areas. 
In 2018, Marion Co will expand their 4-H outreach by 
providing a more innovative and sustainable program 
for youth and their families from all backgrounds. They 
will focus on program areas of agriculture, healthy living, 
STEM, and expressive arts. 

Marion Co 4-H Youth Development Extension Educator, 
James Becker, has been working with youth in the 
4-H program for over 25 years. James sees the youth 
learning how to solve the world’s problems through 
innovative thinking, appreciating the teamwork and 
contribution of those around them, and valuing service 
to others through community projects. In this effort, the 
county has introduced several new programs within 
the county including INDYouth Food Challenge, INDY 
Teen Ambassador Program, 4-H Urban Garden Project, 
National Fluid Power Activity, Rube Goldberg, Science of 
Sound, and We ARE 4-Youth. 

Shanna Ebert, Marion Co 4-H Youth Development 
Extension Educator, is eager for “We ARE 4-Youth,” a 
program created and developed by four Indiana students 
who attended the National Summit on Healthy Living 
in Washington, D.C. Recognizing that self-esteem and 
confidence within Indiana students is lacking, these teens 
wanted to provide a peer-to-peer program that raises 
awareness, provides resources, and empowers other youth, 
like themselves, to make changes to the world around them.

There are not many programs that have educational 
diversity and versatility in program like 4-H. 4-H engages 
youth, hones critical life skills, and prepares our world’s 
future leaders for the transition and challenges of adulthood. 
Xiomara Diaz-Vargas, Marion Co 4-H Youth Development 
Extension Educator, believes that 4-H is a transformative 
organization in the lives of youth. Her passion for the 4-H 
program comes from her witness to its success. Her father, 
once an impoverished young boy from Puerto Rico, became 
a daring professional, prepared for any situation he faced. 
Now she not only sees the impact of 4-H in the youth she 
works with in Marion Co, but in the lives of her own children. 

“4-H becomes what the member needs. If you want to 
sew, 4-H can do that. If you want to do STEM projects, 4-H 
can do that. If you’d like to play sports, 4-H can do that,” 
Xiomara describes what she believes the 4-H program 
provides for our Indiana youth. Through exposing youth to 
new experiences and opportunities, Marion Co 4-H and the 
team of passionate educators are giving youth in Indiana 
the skills, knowledge, and assurance that they are the future 
leaders in our world. Shanna Ebert reveals:

Hillary Ashivaka, one of the educators in Marion Co, is 
originally from Kenya and an alumni from Ohio University 
who provides leadership in the civic engagement program. 
Marion Co 4-H aims to grow leaders that share the 
responsibility and commitment to enrich the culture and 
diversity of Marion Co residents. Youth are encouraged 
to learn how to adapt to the shifting cultural norms and 
embrace positive change in all aspects of leadership.  In 
Marion County this job becomes more than work; it is an 
opening to capture the transformational power of 4-H in the 
lives of youth, and join with them on their journey to see that 
what grows, blooms.

4 EDUCATORS, 1 TEAM, AND 1 PASSION: 4-H

“I believe that we have a chance to make 
a difference in this job, and life, every day. 
We have an opportunity to impact youth in a 
way that allows them a safe place to explore 
ideas, be inquisitive, build relationships, and 
help them reach their full potential.” 

Xiomara Diaz-Vargas, Marion Co 4-H Extension Educator
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Do you love 4-H? Do you get excited 
about all the hands-on learning 
opportunities that are provided here in 
Indiana through 4-H? Have you ever 
wondered how you can help sustain 
all the incredible programs and events 
that are put on through 4-H? Learn how 
to become a Champion for 4-H today 
by joining our monthly giving club. 

4-H programs don’t just happen during 
the fair. There are so many activities 
happening all year long! 4-H never 
stops working to provide programming 
for the youth in Indiana, so the 4-H 
youth need YOU to help sustain that 
programming. By joining our monthly 
giving club and becoming a 4-H 
Champion, you’ll help us build the 
base of our Foundation and take our 
operations to the next level. You will 

In Indiana, 1 out of every 5 children is hungry, and more than 1 million 
Hoosiers struggle to put food on the table. As 4-H members, we “pledge 
our hands to larger service for our communities, our countries, and our 
world.” On April 27, a group of 4-H volunteers came together to do just 
that during the Indiana 4-H Foundation’s Day of Service project. 

The Foundation’s Annual Meeting was held at Gleaners Food Bank in 
Indianapolis. This year’s Annual Meeting attendees were also asked to 
pledge their hands to larger service by participating in our Day of Service 
project before the meeting. An incredible group of volunteers composed 
of 4-H youth, 4-H staff, board members, and donors worked to sort 
enough food for 2,879 meals! 

Since Gleaners is the distribution center for many agency partners, their buying power and need to buy in large quantities, 
combined with their tax exemption status allow for very cost-efficient prices on products. This means that a $1 donation 
equals three meals provided to Gleaners’ clients. Our Board of Directors was pleased to present a $500 donation to 
Gleaners on behalf of our donors, which will provide for 1500 meals for Hoosiers. 

Our 4-H community coming together to take a bite out of hunger in Indiana was truly inspirational. We want to thank all of 
the attendees of our 2018 Annual Meeting & Day of Service. A special thanks to Modern Woodmen Fraternal Financial for 
sponsoring this event by matching $1500 in donations and making all of this possible.

INDIANA 4-H TAKES A BITE OUT OF HUNGER

join a dedicated group of loyal supporters 
who are committed to the youth in Indiana. 

You can join 
anytime by visiting 
in4h.org/donate or 
calling our office at 
(765) 494-8483.
Your gift will be charged on or around the 
1st of every month. You choose the amount 
and it can be updated at any time. This is 
an easy way to split up your donation into 
smaller monthly payments to fit your budget. 

Join our monthly giving club to become a 
4-H Champion today. Don’t wait – the 4-H 
youth in Indiana are counting on you. 

ARE YOU A CHAMPION? 
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2018 marks the 100th anniversary of Indiana 4-H   
Round-Up. What an exciting milestone for the Indiana 
4-H Program! 

Round-Up once served as a statewide rally the first week 
of May. Youth would gather to compete in contests and 
participate in leadership sessions. Over the years it has 
transformed into a leadership conference offered in June 
with an emphasis on workforce preparation. Youth grades 
7-9 attend college classes taught by Purdue University 
faculty and staff.  

While parts of this program have changed, it remains a 
rich tradition among 4-H alum.  Today youth still get a 
college experience by living in a residence hall, walking in 
groups across campus, eating in a residence hall dining 
court, and attending sessions by county and area groups.  

4-H Round-Up continues to give youth the chance to 
have fun and meet new friends! For many youth, it is their 
first statewide 4-H experience or first time on a college 
campus.  Indiana’s 4-H Band and Chorus workshops 
coincide with 4-H Round-Up and entertainment is 
provided by 4-H members and clubs participating in 4-H 
Performing Arts.

INDIANA 4-H ROUND-UP CELEBRATES ITS 
100TH ANNIVERSARY

If you or your children had a great 4-H Roundup experience, 
consider supporting this and many other great youth learning 
and leadership opportunities with a gift to the Indiana 4-H 
Foundation. The Indiana 4-H Foundation Board of Directors 
has issued a challenge to encourage 100 people to become 
Crystal Clover donors to celebrate 100 years of traditions, 
friendships, and leadership skills.  

Crystal ($1,000) and Emerald ($5,000) Clover donations will 
be used to provide critical support for program initiatives and 
events as well as to ensure we have the capacity to seek out 
grants to support Indiana 4-H’s three program areas - STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering,  & Math), Healthy Living 
and Civic Engagement. 

Crystal and Emerald Clover donors receive the following 
benefits:

• Recognized as a Crystal or Emerald Clover in a special 
Annual Giving List in the newsletter

• Invitation to a special Crystal & Emerald Clover 
gathering

• Invitations to Major Donor Events or other special events
• Exclusive Crystal or Emerald Pin just for those donors
• Knowing you are investing of the future of Indiana 4-H!

If you are interested in becoming a Crystal or Emerald 
Clover, you can go online to set up a one-time or monthly 
gift.  Or contact Shelly Bingle to discuss giving options at 
shellyb@purdue.edu or 317-445-7977. 

“Talking to youth about their career exploration 
sessions and hearing them learn about where 
their future could go always put a smile on my 
face.” 
     - Tyler Cotterman, former Purdue Collegiate 
4-H President and Round-Up emcee

“4-H Round-Up was my first trip to Purdue, which 
led to my attending Purdue and to my career!” 
         - Lori Tennell, Farm Credit Mid-America 
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On Feb. 21, former Indiana 4-H Foundation Board 
President and community leader Nola Gentry passed 
away at age 66 following complications from the flu. 
Gentry’s servant leadership and historic knowledge of 
the Foundation will be missed, but she leaves behind a 
continuing legacy of service to others. 
A 10-year 4-H member in Hamilton County, Gentry’s 
mother, Alice, was her 4-H leader. Gentry clearly took the 
4-H pledge to use “my hands to larger service” to heart. 
A tireless volunteer with many community organizations, 
Gentry served on the Indiana 4-H Foundation Board from 
2004-2011. She was President of the Board in 2009 and 
2010.
After her board service ended, Gentry continued to 
generously support the Indiana 4-H Foundation with 
an annual gift. In 2000, Gentry started an endowment 
to award a $500 scholarship annually to a deserving 
Hamilton County 4-H member. The Alice E. Gentry 
Memorial Scholarship Endowment is currently 50 percent 
funded. When fully funded, the endowment will provide 
one $1000 scholarship each year. 
“Nola had a way of putting people at ease and bringing 
them together to get things done,” said Christy Denault, 
current President of the Board. “I had the privilege of 
serving on the board with her and watching her continue 
to contribute to this organization in the years after she 
left. We will certainly miss her.”

FORMER PRESIDENT NOLA GENTRY 
LEAVES A LEGACY

Let’s do lunch! The Indiana 4-H Foundation’s 
Lunch and Learn program brings stories of 
Indiana’s great programs and what 4-H does 
for participants right to your workplace. We 
are always looking for places where we can 
share the impact of the Foundation over 
a quick 30-minute lunch.  If you and your 
company would be willing to give us the 
chance to share the power of 4-H with your 
co-workers, please let us know. Contact Shelly 
Bingle, Executive Director, at 317.445.7977

Anyone interested in contributing to the Alice E. Gentry 
Memorial Scholarship in Gentry’s honor can contact 
Executive Director Shelly Bingle at shellyb@purdue.edu or 
317-445-4977.

Learn more at www.in4h.org
Follow us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/indiana4hfoundation

Indiana 4-H Foundation, Inc.
Christy Denault, President
William Viar, Vice President
Gerald Powell, Treasurer
Mark Lamie, Secretary
Shelly Bingle, Executive Director
The Indiana 4-H Foundation provides resources  
that give the opportunity for all Indiana youth  
to develop life skills that benefit their communities.
Partnered with:
Purdue Extension Specialists and  
county-based Extension Educators who deliver  
4-H youth development educational programs  
to over 200,000 Indiana youth.
Purdue Extension 4-H Youth  
Development Program
Dr. Jason Henderson, Director of Purdue Extension  
& Associate Dean of Purdue College of Agriculture
Dr. Renée McKee, Assistant Director of Purdue  
Extension & Indiana State 4-H Program Leader

Help Spread the Word 
at a Lunch and Learn


