
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO: Development Community 

 

FROM: South Adams County Water and Sanitation District 

 

DATE: June 20, 2017 

 

SUBJECT: Proposed Rule Change – Rule 2.4.2.2 

 

 

At the June 14, 2017, the Board of Directors of the South Adams County Water and Sanitation 

District (District) opened a Public Hearing related to a proposed rule change for multi-unit 

commercial, industrial, and business buildings.  The public hearing has been continued to the July 

12, 2017 Board of Directors meeting in order to obtain comments from interested parties.   

 

The District has proposed the following language be added to current Rule 2.4.2.2.  Proposed 

changes are highlighted in yellow with red text. 

 

 

Proposed Rule 

2.4.2.2  Commercial/Industrial/Business Buildings: Each commercial, 
industrial, or business unit within a building shall have a separate and 
independent water and wastewater service line, connection, and water 
meter, which connection may be to a District facility or to a private 
facility which taps into a District facility: provided, however, that 
units in a building classified as a professional office building, as 
defined in section 2.4.2.2.1 below, may be permitted to have common 
water and wastewater taps to occupants of a multi- office/multi-story 
facility, as though it were a single business, upon consent of the 
District.  Sewer tap fees will be calculated and based on the size of 
the water tap to the District facility.  Water tap fees will be based on 
the size of the water meter for the individual unit; provided, however, 
that if the proposed use of a unit exceeds that of a typical multi-unit 
commercial use for the determined meter size, the District may 
conduct a site-specific demand analysis upon which to base the fee.   
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An example of how the rule change will impact a developer that wishes to develop a multi-unit 

commercial building is as follows: 

 

4 units, served by a 1.5 inch main service line feeding three – ¾” potable taps, 

one 1” potable tap; with one separate ¾” irrigation .04 AC 

SACWSD CURRENT    SACWSD PROPOSED 

WW -  10.80 ERUs $78,721.20  WW -  11.00 ERUs $80,179.00 

Water – 7.43 ERUs $105,364.83  Water – 5.20 ERUs $73,741.20 

TOTAL:  $184,086.03    TOTAL:  $153,920.20 

 

In a continued effort to ensure that the District is equitably charging its tap fees for development, 

the District conducted an evaluation of similarly constructed multi-unit commercial buildings.  In 

its findings, the District studied approximately 100 multi-unit commercial buildings and 

discovered that on average a single unit uses approximately .89 equivalent residential units (ERUs) 

compared to the 1.34 ERUs that are currently charged for a single ¾-inch tap.  As a result, the 

District is proposing to change its ERU calculation from 1.34 to 1.00 ERUs for a ¾-inch water tap. 

 

The District requires that each individual commercial account be sized no smaller than a ¾-inch 

water tap.  The District requires each unit to be individually metered and accounted for in its 

billing system in order to maintain fiscal and environmental control over water consumption and 

sewer discharge.   

 

In addition, the District consulted with the Metropolitan Wastewater Reclamation District (Metro), 

with whom the District has a contractual relationship, to further understand their sewer tap fee 

calculations. Metro requires that a sewer tap fee be based on the tap connection from the District’s 

water main.  In the case of the example, a 1.5-inch water tap is tapped from the District’s water 

main in order to individually serve three ¾-inch water taps and one 1-inch water tap.  As a result, 

the developer’s sewer tap charge would be based on a 1.5-inch water tap. 

 

The net result of the proposed modification is that a water and sewer connection charge for a 

multi-unit commercial building will be less than under the District’s current calculation method.  

These types of facilities will be required to pay for the complete sewer connection charge at the 

time of the building development. However, the water taps can be paid at the time of tenant space 

development similar to how the tap fee charges are collected currently. 

 

Comments on this proposed modification from interested parties shall be submitted to the District 

for its consideration no later than July 3, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. Mountain Standard Time.  Comments 

should be addressed to the Board of Directors and e-mailed to development@sacwsd.org. If an 

interested party has questions pertaining to this proposed modification prior to submitting a formal 

comment to the Board, please send those questions in writing to the same e-mail address.  

mailto:development@sacwsd.org

