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Geneva Presbyterian Church 
11931	  Seven	  Locks	  Road,	  Potomac,	  MD	  	  20854	  

(301)	  424-‐4346	  Office	  
www.genevapotomac.org	  

Rev.	  Mary	  Pullen,	  Interim	  Pastor	  
 

	  
Dear Friends at Geneva, 
 Let me recommend to you the works of Marcus J. 
Borg (Jan.11, 1942-January 21, 2015). Borg was known as 
a progressive, liberal theologian, who taught for many 
years at Oregon State University. You can google him to 
find out more about him. Born a Lutheran, he eventually 
became an Episcopal priest.  
 
 One my favorites of his books is Reading the Bible 
Again for the First Time, Taking the Bible Seriously, But 
Not Literally, (HarperCollins, 2001).  This book explores the 
traditional ways of how Christians look at the Bible, and how we 
can look at it in our post-modern world. 
 

Borg says: “The gospel portraits of the canonical Jesus 
make extraordinary claims about him.  He is one with God and 
shares in the power and authority of God.  He is the revelation 
of God. He is the revelation of God.  He is also the revelation of 
“the way ” not only in John, but also in the synoptics. He is the 
bread of life who satisfies the deepest hunger of human beings 
and the light shining in the darkness who brings enlightenment. 
He lifts us out of death into life. He is the Word and the Wisdom 
of God embodied in a human life.  He is the disclosure of what 
a life full of God---a life filled with the Spirit---looks like. 
 

This is who Jesus is for us as Christians. Some modern Christians have been 
uncomfortable with these claims because they seem to partake of Christian triumphalism.  But 
for Christians, Jesus is not less than this—he is all of this. And we can say “This is who Jesus is 
for us” without also saying “And God is known only in Jesus.” The gospels—as particular 
documents, as a collection of documents, and as individual stories within them—are 
Christianity’s primal narratives. To say this means that these are the most important stories we 
know, and we know them to be decisively true.”   (Borg, p. 218) 

 
As Presbyterians, when we are ordained or installed as clergy, elders or deacons, one of 

the constitutional questions says: “Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
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to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church 
universal, and God’s Word to you?”  
At Geneva, one of our visions for the future is to have our Christian Education and Youth 
programs redeveloped. Therefore, it is very important to understand the role of the Bible in 
Christian life. Reading Borg is one way to do that. (BOO, 2015-2017, w.4.4003, p.122).  

 
I suspect that most of us, in our busy, twenty-first century lives, do not read the 

scriptures as much as we should. I encourage you to find the time to do a daily Bible-reading.  If 
you feel overwhelmed by the thought of reading the entire Bible, then start with the Book of 
Psalms, where you can find many beloved passages, such as Psalm 23, Psalm 100, and Psalm 
121. 

As we move into our fall church year, with all our great activities, let us never forget to 
ground ourselves in God’s Word. 
 
Peace and Blessings,	  
Mary 
Pastor Mary 
 

Update from Our Music Director! 

Dear Geneva, 

I hope you’ve all had a wonderful summer! I’ve been quite busy this summer planning 
music for Geneva.  

I was blessed to have spent an entire week in the Shenandoah Valley at the Church Music 
Conference at Massanetta Springs. Here I participated in workshops for large choir, chamber 
choir, organ, hand bells, and worship planning! I absorbed a lot of new ideas and techniques to 
hopefully make music at Geneva even more enjoyable. I don’t want to divulge too much 
information here; rather I think it best to experience them together!  

Hand bells and Sanctuary Choir will start back up in September. If you’re interested in 
ringing, I’ve gained some new bell techniques and ways to approach music that will make bell 
playing even easier! If you’re interested, please reach out to me. There’s no age limit, just a 
desire to ring and dedication to the choir! If you are interested in singing, we’d LOVE to have 
you with us! Sanctuary choir meets Wednesdays starting on September 5th from 7pm- 8:15pm 
and Bells 8:15pm -9:30pm.  

I will be hearing auditions for our section leader positions, so you may see some new and 
familiar faces in the choir. One of our faithful singers, Gabbi, will be leaving us this year. She has 
accepted a new position and has moved as well, with which we wish her the best of luck! She 
may pop in from time to time to help fill out sections for special concerts or even give a 
concert of her own.  

I’d like to thank each of the substitute pianists that have been with us this summer at 
Geneva: Jacob Coppage-Gross, Szu Yi Li, and Amber Wood. I was told they all played beautifully 
and I thank them for their commitment to Geneva! 
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As usual, I’m eager to get started for the Fall and I look forward to seeing everyone in the 
months to come! 

With blessings, 
Ben Shaver 
	  
A Message from Ken Denaburg, Stewardship Chairman 	  

Greetings Members of Geneva, 

As the summer winds down and we approach the Fall Season, it’s not too early for us to 
think about our annual Stewardship Campaign.  Ideally, Stewardship is a year-round discipline, 
but as many congregations do, the big focus is in the fall.  It’s a reality of life that the church has 
to have money to operate, we are all aware of that. However, let’s not forget that Stewardship 
comes in other ways---people who give countless hours of their time, talents, skills and most 
importantly their prayers and faithfulness in support of Geneva.   

We have much to be thankful for at Geneva—our staff of Pastor Mary, our Interim Pastor, 
Ben Shaver, our Music Director, Veronica Deriquito, our Office Administrator and our 
custodians. All of our staff provides dedicated service to Geneva.  

Our Session Elders are called to govern, to provide quality experiences in Worship, 
Mission, Christian Education, Stewardship, Communications, Outreach and other tasks. Our 
Deacons support pastoral care for folks with many different kinds of needs. We enjoy sharing 
social events together because of the hard work of our Fellowship Committee volunteers. 
Geneva is an earth-care congregation because of the hard work of other volunteers who care 
about our environment.    Our Executive Committee handles Administration, Building, Grounds, 
and Personnel.  We have many church members who serve on the Geneva Day School Board, 
to support the mission of the Day School as it educates children in our community.  

In March 2018, the congregation elected the Pastor Nominating Committee to do the 
hard work of searching for our installed pastor.  Serving on a PNC is very rewarding, but 
requires much time, energy and dedication. 

Are we blessed?  I think so. What do you take from your experience at Geneva? Is  your 
experience one where you look to share your talents, skills and bring a smile and a laugh to 
others while you receive spiritual nourishment? Do you share in the needs, prayers and support 
of the Geneva community?  

Let’s begin to think about Stewardship in terms of expectations---our expectations of the 
church, and perhaps more importantly, what does the church expect from us. I’d like to share 
with you a sermon on Stewardship from the Presbyterian Foundation, written by the Rev. Thia 
Reggio, Pastor, Astoria First, Astoria, New York. It’s based on part of the lectionary readings for 
the month of August, from the gospel of John. The context for the scripture passage and the 
sermon is what happened after the Miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, (John 6: 1-13). 
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Gospel John 6:24-35 
24So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his 
disciples were there, they themselves got into the 
boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, 
they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 
here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, 
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not 
work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 
give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set 
his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus 
answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they 
said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 
What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell 
you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
You are looking for me… because you ate your fill of the loaves. –John 6:26 

To examine and ultimately reframe stewardship, you can start with an honest reflection 
on motivations for faith and giving. Why are you looking for Jesus? Do you have a transactional 
faith? Do you have expectations that the church must meet in order to keep you coming back? 
What are you requiring of the church and what do you believe is required of you in return? 

Earlier this year, the Poor People’s Campaign (A National Call for a Moral Revival), co-led 
by PC (USA) Pastor Liz Theoharis, and held 40 Days of Action. For six weeks, people all across 
the US marched on state capitols gathered for learning sessions and shared arts events to draw 
attention to issues affecting the most vulnerable among us. 

Each week, at the end of the marches and rallies organized by the Poor People’s 
Campaign, there was food. Sandwiches, or pizza, or salad would appear as if by magic on street 
corners or plazas or buses due to the generous donations of individuals, churches and 
businesses that believe in the campaign’s message that it’s time to “fight poverty, not the poor.” 
It’s not magic that makes this food appear. It’s generosity. 

At the end of a long day, I’m grateful for that food. But it’s not why I came. It’s not why 
people come back week after week. It begs the question, why do I come? Why did thousands of 
people come? 

Most people would say that they don’t come to church each week for the food either. 
Still it’s worth examining whether there is some part of what brings you back each week that has 
to do with getting something you need. What expectations do you have of Jesus? What have 
you gotten in the past that keeps you coming back? Jesus challenges the people who are 
following him, flatly stating that they want him to keep their stomachs full and that they are 
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missing the larger picture—that they don’t care about the signs he is showing them. As he 
continues to drive home the seriousness of his mission and the stakes of following him, he gives 
no quarter. If they’re coming to get something for themselves they’re following the wrong 
leader.Going back to the questions at the beginning of this section, examine your expectations 
and motivations for following Jesus and coming to church. Once you identify your 
expectations, consider what expectations Jesus and the church might have of you.” 

          -(Rev. Thia Reggio) 
At this 2/3 point in the year - our 2019 Stewardship drive will come up soon. We are all in 

the process of meeting our 2018 personal support goals, I hope you all can say at year’s end 
that you received support and spirituality from Geneva and gave what you intended to give of 
your time, skills and financial support as you intended or maybe even more in 2018. 

Let's continue to share in Worship, Fellowship and Mission while supporting our 
Community and beyond while considering what Stewardship means to each of us.  When the 
Stewardship Campaign arrives - we all have a renewed opportunity to examine our ways to 
support Geneva. This will be even more important for 2018-2019 as we look forward to calling 
our installed Pastor.  

 
With respect and prayers, 
Ken	  Denaburg	  
Stewardship Chair  
 
Fellowship Events to remember! 
Ø September 23 will be 

our Homecoming Sunday pizza party.  Join us 
for pizza, salad and dessert.  Geneva will provide 
the pizza.  Please bring either a salad or dessert 
to share with your church friends. 
 

Ø Mark your calendar for our next second 
Sunday potluck on October 14.  Please bring a 
dish to share with everyone!  
 

GPC Deacons Update 
The ministry of a deacon, as set forth in Scripture, is one of compassion, witness, and service, 
sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the 
friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress.  
 
Being a Deacon is a wonderful call to service. Deacons are the "servants" or "caregivers" of the 
congregation. People have all kinds of needs - they are recovering from surgery, grieving, 
lonely, ill, or otherwise in a time where they welcome the ministry of care from our 
congregation. In a very real way, Deacons are the hands and heart of the Church in our ministry 
of caring.  
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Serving as a Deacon is a privilege and a blessing. It is also an opportunity for spiritual growth 
and fellowship. As a deacon, you are given the opportunity to know other church members in a 
deeper way, serving alongside them and growing in your understanding of the burdens people 
carry and how the church can help.  
 
In a small church like Geneva Presbyterian, pastoral care falls to the Deacons as does the small 
jobs that allow the Sunday service to run smoothly – setting up of the Sanctuary, greeting those 
attending the service, ushering, serving communion once a month, and taking down the 
Sanctuary after the service.  Pastoral care is checking up on our members that we don’t see in 
church on Sunday, helping our older members with small jobs around their homes, 
remembering to send a birthday card/anniversary card to members, or just calling and talking 
with a member.  
 
Currently there are only 4 Deacons to tend to these responsibilities and we need your help!  I 
challenge you to think about 2 things and step out in faith: first, become a Deacon; second, join 
the Deacons support team by volunteering to help with the weekly service jobs. Many hands 
make light work! 
Contact any Deacon for further information,  
 
Renee Moloznik     rmoloz@hotmail.com 
Bobbie Maxwell   bobbie.k.72@verizon.net  
Rosie Perthel    rperthel@hotmail.com  
Ludivine Kom Liapoe     ludivinekomliapoe16@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update! 
Your Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has the ultimate responsibility for nominating a 
minister to the congregation for election as the next pastor or associate pastor. Over the 
coming months, the PNC will meet weekly and journey through the pastoral search process, 
seeking to hear the call of Christ and “to participate in God’s own choice” for your next pastor.  
 
In the pastoral call process, the PNC’s responsibilities include:  
 

v Completing the congregation’s MIF and submitting it to session and presbytery for 
approval; 

o DONE! 
 

v Entering the approved MIF online with Church Leadership Connection (CLC);  
o DONE! 

 
v Receiving, reading, and evaluating Personal Information Forms (PIF) in a spirit of prayerful 

openness to the movement of God’s Spirit; 
o ONGOING 

 
v Regularly providing reports to the congregation on the pastoral search progress; 

o ONGOING 
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v Narrowing the field of prospective pastors through listening to sermons, reference 
checking (by both the PNC and the presbytery), and phone or video conference 
interviews—all while sharing, listening, and praying together; 

 
v Interviewing face-to-face the “short list” of prospective pastors, providing for a 

welcoming and hospitable visit to your church community; 
 

v Arranging with the presbytery for the necessary examinations and approvals of your 
finalists;  

 
v Selecting one nominee to present to the congregation and negotiating the terms of call;  
v Obtaining presbytery approval of the call;  

 
v Presenting the nominee to the congregation for its vote; 

 
v Following the affirmative vote of the congregation, signing the pastoral terms of call for 

the new pastor; 
 

v Notifying Church Leadership Connection (CLC) when a call has been extended and 
accepted. 

The Congregation’s Responsibilities  
The responsibilities of the congregation, while few, are no less important than those of the 
other participants in the pastoral call process.  
 
The responsibilities of the congregation include: 
 

v Continuing to support the ministry of the church through prayer, participation, and 
financial support during the time of pastoral transition; 

o ON GOING! 
 

v Electing the PNC 
o DONE! 

 
v Praying regularly for the PNC 

o ON GOING! 
 

v Electing the new pastor and approving the terms of call; 
 

v Welcoming the new pastor as the ministry begins. 
 

If you have any questions about the progress of the PNC or the procedures, please feel free to 
contact any of the PNC members 
 
Jane Campbell – Co Chair  
Elaine Winch – Co Chair 
Bob Ricci 
Sheri Sankey 
Renee Molozni 
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Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake 
Dear friends at Geneva, 
Please take note of this press release from Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake. As Christians, 
I believe that we are called to be good stewards of our environment. We practice this at 
Geneva, with our care for the environment, grounds and the re-cycling that we do. I hope you 
find this article informative and helpful. 
 
Peace and Blessings,	  
Mary 
Pastor Mary 

	  

PRESS	  RELEASE	  

FOR	  IMMEDIATE	  RELEASE	  	  

July	  12,	  2018	  

For	  more	  information	  contact:	  
Jodi	  Rose,	  Executive	  Director	  
Interfaith	  Partners	  for	  the	  Chesapeake	  
410-‐609-‐6852	  

Interfaith	  Partners	  for	  the	  Chesapeake	  	  
Receives	  Eco-‐Justice	  Award	  

Group	  Works	  with	  Faith-‐Based	  Organizations	  	  
	  to	  Restore	  and	  Protect	  the	  Chesapeake	  Watershed	  

(Annapolis,	  MD)	  -‐-‐	  Interfaith	  Partners	  for	  the	  Chesapeake	  (IPC)	  has	  been	  awarded	  the	  “Restoring	  Creation	  
Award”	  by	  Presbyterians	  for	  Earth	  Care	  (PEC)	  in	  recognition	  of	  exceptional	  environmental	  achievements.	  
“We	  are	  delighted	  to	  be	  recognized	  by	  PEC,	  particularly	  because	  our	  roots	  are	  in	  the	  Presbyterian	  Church.	  The	  
founding	  visionaries	  of	  IPC	  were	  a	  group	  of	  inspired	  Baltimore	  Presbyterians,”	  said	  IPC	  executive	  director	  Jodi	  
Rose.	  “All	  people	  of	  faith	  understand	  that	  we	  have	  a	  duty	  to	  be	  good	  caretakers	  of	  the	  Earth.	  IPC	  gives	  them	  
the	  tools	  to	  do	  so.”	  

	  
IPC	  works	  with	  congregations	  to	  implement	  programs	  designed	  to	  restore	  and	  protect	  the	  Chesapeake	  
watershed,	  such	  as	  Trees	  for	  Sacred	  Places	  and	  the	  One	  Water	  Partnership,	  a	  program	  that	  helps	  
congregations	  connect	  with	  and	  rejuvenate	  their	  neighborhood	  rivers.	  IPC	  aims	  to	  activate	  people	  of	  faith	  to	  
take	  meaningful	  restoration	  action,	  and	  to	  support	  smart	  public	  policies	  such	  as	  a	  styrofoam	  ban	  in	  Maryland	  
and	  the	  Forest	  Conservation	  Act,	  legislation	  that	  would	  require	  developers	  to	  restore	  damaged	  forest	  land.	  
	  
In	  the	  years	  since	  its	  launch,	  IPC	  has	  worked	  with	  over	  200	  congregations	  in	  Maryland	  and	  Washington,	  D.C.,	  
touching	  an	  estimated	  42,000	  people	  of	  faith	  through	  its	  growing	  network.	  

The	  Restoring	  Creation	  Award	  is	  awarded	  each	  year	  to	  a	  faith-‐based	  organization	  for	  exemplary	  environmental	  
work	  across	  the	  board.	  This	  award	  honors	  an	  organization	  that:	  

• Demonstrates	  sustainable	  practices	  and	  models	  them	  for	  other	  organizations	  
• Operates	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  is	  consistent	  with	  good	  stewardship	  of	  God’s	  creation	  
• Partners	  with	  other	  organizations	  to	  leverage	  resources	  for	  greater	  impact	  
• Encourages	  continuous	  environmental	  efforts	  within	  the	  organization.	  
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PEC’s	  Annual	  award	  winners	  receive	  a	  framed	  certificate,	  free	  registration	  to	  PEC’s	  upcoming	  national	  
conference,	  “Peace	  for	  the	  Earth,”	  August	  6-‐9,	  2019	  in	  Stony	  Point,	  New	  York	  and	  publicity	  through	  
Presbyterians	  for	  Earth	  Care.	  	  

PEC	  also	  honored	  two	  individuals:	  Pam	  McVety,	  a	  member	  of	  First	  Presbyterian	  Church	  in	  Tallahassee,	  Florida	  
received	  the	  William	  Gibson	  Eco-‐Justice	  Award	  for	  her	  stewardship	  of	  the	  earth	  and	  climate	  change	  mitigation.	  
Sarah	  E.	  Ogletree,	  who	  recently	  received	  her	  masters	  degree	  from	  	  Wake	  Forest	  University	  School	  Of	  Divinity	  
in	  North	  Carolina	  ,	  was	  awarded	  the	  Emerging	  Earth	  Care	  Leader	  Award	  for	  demonstrating	  exceptional	  
promise	  in	  religious	  leadership	  and	  strong	  academic	  ability.	  
	  
Interfaith	  Partners	  for	  the	  Chesapeake	  (IPC)	  aims	  to	  ignite	  the	  power	  of	  faith	  communities	  in	  the	  Chesapeake	  
Bay	  region	  to	  honor	  all	  of	  Creation	  by	  working	  together	  to	  protect	  and	  restore	  our	  shared	  watershed.	  
http://www.interfaithchesapeake.org	  
	  
Presbyterians	  for	  Earth	  Care	  (PEC)	  invites	  individuals	  and	  congregations	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  growing	  earth	  
care	  movement	  within	  the	  PC(USA).	  PEC	  is	  a	  national	  eco-‐justice	  network	  that	  cares	  for	  God’s	  creation	  by	  
connecting,	  equipping,	  and	  inspiring	  Presbyterians	  to	  make	  creation	  care	  a	  central	  concern	  of	  the	  church.	  
http://presbyearthcare.org	  
	  
What Does The Bible Say About Money? 
By Rolf Winch 

 
Our monthly Session meetings normally start with an Elder doing a short “Devotion”.  Devotions 
rotate among Elders, and can be on any subject chosen by the Elder.  A couple of months ago it 
was my turn, and (as treasurer of Geneva) I decided to do some research about what the Bible 
says regarding money.  I saved the research material, and here are some thoughts I shared at 
our Session meeting. 

1 The Bible offers 500 verses on prayer, fewer than 500 verses on faith, and more than 
2,000 verses on money. In fact, 15 percent of everything Jesus ever taught was on the 
topic of money and possessions - more than His teachings on heaven and hell combined. 

 
2 Jesus talked about money more than any topic except the kingdom of God. Sixteen of 

the thirty-eight parables were concerned with how to handle money and possessions. In 
the Gospels, an amazing one out of ten verses (288 in all) deal directly with the subject of 
money. 

 
3 I wrote down some of my favorite verses about money: 

 
 Ecclesiastes 5:10 Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never 

satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless. 
 Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you 

have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 
 Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and money. 
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 Luke 16:10-13 Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not 
been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  And if you 
have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your 
own. 

 1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

 1 Timothy 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant 
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich 
in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure 
for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the 
life that is truly life. 

 
4 And about debt: 

 
 Psalm 37:21 The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is generous and 

gives. 
 Proverbs 22:7 The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender. 
 Romans 13:8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 
 
As part of my research, I found an article by Sheryl Nance-Nash titled “Is The Bible The 
Ultimate Financial Guide?”  Here's the link if you would like to read the entire article:  
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sherylnancenash/2012/05/24/is-the-bible-the-ultimate-financial-
guide/#3d55bd876493  (or, you can just google the title of the article and the author – that's 
easier!).  
 
Here are some of the comments from the article: 
 

Grandich, who says his years as a highly successful Wall Street stockbroker left him 
spiritually depleted and clinically depressed, says the Bible is an excellent financial adviser, 
whether or not you’re religious.   

 
“The writers of the Bible anticipated the problems we would have with money and 

possessions; there are more than 2,000 references,” he says. “Our whole culture now is 
built on the premise that we have to have more money and more stuff to feel happy and 
secure. Public storage is the poster child for what’s wrong with America. We have too 
much stuff because we’ve bought into the myth fabricated by Wall Street and Madison 
Avenue that more stuff equals more happiness.” He adds, “That’s the total opposite of the 
truth, and the opposite of what it says in The Bible.” 

 
What’s Grandich’s No. 1 most important biblical rule of finance? “God owns everything. You 

may have bought that house, but He gave you the money to buy it, so it’s His.” 
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He shares other pearls of wisdom found in Scripture: 
 

Do put money aside for investing: One of the most revealing parables is Jesus’ story about 
a wealthy master who left three servants in charge of his financial affairs when he went 
away on a long journey,” Grandich says. When he returned, two of the servants had 
multiplied the coins for which they were responsible. The third buried his to keep it safe. 
That last servant ended up out on his ear.  The story is a lesson: We must invest our 
money — and invest wisely. 

 
Debt’s not prohibited, but it should be avoided: The Bible clearly warns that the borrower 

will be a servant to the lender, but it also instructs us to lend money. That suggests that 
there are times when it’s OK to borrow, but it should not become a way of life. The Bible 
also instructs us to repay what we’ve borrowed. 

 
The more you make, the more you should give. This is a hard one for people caught up in 

buying bigger and better things, but there are numerous references to charitable giving. 
The Bible says that it’s quite all right to buy the bigger house — but the more you make 
and spend on yourself, the more you need to give to others. That doesn’t include tithing, 
another very clear demand: God expects you to give 10 percent of your wealth to your 
place of worship. 

 
Don’t focus on acquiring possessions. There are many, many warnings that accumulating 

stuff is dangerous. Material things are fleeting and they’ll do you no good in the long run. 
What you put your effort into, that’s where your heart will be, Grandich says. 

 
Maybe it's time to go back to Sunday school. 
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The Geneva Day School eleven-week Summer Camp for Young Children concluded in 
mid-August, and was amazing this year under the leadership of Ms. Daisy Lizama.  It involved 
weekly themes, which guided activities as arts and crafts, cooking, sports, story times and 
games, plus weekly special events for visitors.  Not only were these activities fun, but they also 
were geared to expanding children’s ever-increasing understanding of their world. 

The school has been spruced up for the new year with paint, cleaned carpets, 
maintenance, landscaping, and a new fire truck on the playground.  It looks great and we invite 
you to look around when you are in the building on weekends.  

Now that the 54th school year has begun, teaching staff are busy observing and assessing 
student capabilities and interests, so that programming can be appropriate for each learner.  
The school is happy to welcome several new staff, some of whom were former employees and 
others who have a connection to the school.  All have a good understanding of the school’s 
philosophy and practices.   We are excited about the new staffing pattern. 

Traditionally, the school year begins with First Day Coffees and information for new 
families, on September 4 and 5, and the Welcome Back Social, this year on Friday, September 7, 
from 5:30-7:00.  Join us on the playground as the school celebrates its second Recertification as 
a Maryland Green School.  Back-To-School Night is scheduled for Thursday, September 13, 
during which parents learn about the curriculum and planned special activities for the school 
year.    

A very good friend of the school is developmental pediatrician, Dr. Dan Shapiro.  His 
locally-famous parenting class about “Raising Challenging Children” will be offered again at 
Geneva this fall on Thursday mornings from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. beginning October 4.  Call the 
office if you would be interested in signing up and paying what you can. 

Geneva Enrichment Classes have begun in a variety of areas from languages to sports, to 
the arts and more.  Harvest Days are planned for mid-October, with all classes participating in 
outdoors activities.  Parent-Teacher Conferences are planned for early November, as are the 
Scholastic and Osbourne Book Fairs.  You are always invited to visit the displays and order 
books for your own children or grandchildren. 

We expect that Geneva, the school the church began 54 years ago, will experience 
another great year.  Please feel free to visit and enjoy some of the fun! 

Warm Regards, 
Suzanne Funk  
Director  
Geneva Day School 
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  • Feeding Monarch Caterpillars 

• Learning about the 
importance of handwashing. 
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Geneva Finances 
 

As of June 30, we are half way through our fiscal year, which runs from January 1 to 
December 31.  Geneva's total assets include our checking and savings accounts, and also a 
brokerage account used for stock and other securities donations from members and friends of 
Geneva.   
 

As of June 30, those assets total $182,345.89.  This compares favorably with our assets 
on June 30, 2017, which were $146,365.67.  That's an increase of $35,980.22.  These values do 
not include the value of our Manse, nor accounts of the Geneva Day School.   
 

I am including in this report a copy of our June 30 Statement of Activities.  This statement 
shows us, month by month, where we are in relation to our annual budget.  It lists the income 
we receive from various sources, as well as various categories of expenses for our church.  The 
difference between income and expenses shows us how we are doing, as compared to our 
budget. 
 

At our Annual Meeting in the beginning of 2018, the Executive Committee presented a 
balanced budget.  As of June 30, we are 50% of the way through our fiscal year, so we should 
also be at 50% of income and expenses.  Total income is slightly below, at 43.28%, but total 
expenses are also lower than expected, at 41.56%.  So, we are actually slightly ahead of budget 
projections so far. 
 

Please take a look through the Statement of Activities, and let us know if you have any 
questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 

- Rolf Winch 
- Robin Kough 

     Co-Treasurers 
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Clerk of Session Update! 
  

Within ecumenical circles, it is widely known that Presbyterian Clerks of Session take their 
greatest joys from their roles in INCREASING congregational memberships (via transfers, 
confirmation class graduates, baptisms into the faith etc.).  At Geneva there is no exception to 
that rule—expansion of the church (and the Clerk’s duties in the process) is a very positive 
experience.  But Clerks of Session are not put on this world for their pleasure alone! Indeed, 
there have been no additions to the church roles over the summer—no baptisms, no transfers, 
no confirmation classes etc.  So the Clerk of Session (me) has to stay busy in other ways . . 
.specifically this summer, there have been three Session meetings, which require the Clerk’s 
record keeping. 
 

On June 25th my vacation out-of-town led to Janelle Thibau serving as acting Clerk of 
Session.  The Session met on July 30th (out-of-sequence from its normal “every fourth Monday 
of the month—scheduling conflicts and an absent minded Clerk led to this 5th Monday meeting).  
A “Called Session Meeting” (differs from the routinely scheduled “Stated Session Meeting” of 
every fourth Monday in that the Session is “called” for a specific task or focus) was held on Aug. 
09th to review, revise and then approve the Minister Information Form (MIF). 
 

Through the summer numerous transactions and activities occurred with the 
participation/approval/direction of the Geneva Session.  It is likely some of these are already 
outlined in more detail elsewhere in this edition of the Radiant.  Please forgive the redundancy 
now, if that is the case.  Fine, expeditious (or alacritous, if one prefers “alacrity” as a term as 
some folks do!) work of the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) led to the presentation to 
Session of the Ministry Information Form (MIF)—The Session was filled with joy and 
appreciation as it met on Aug. 09th to review, gently edit or offer revisions and then approve the 
form.  It is a very important and necessary step as the search for the next installed pastor is 
moving forward apace.  
 

The Session also in the past few months oversaw the creation of a “Communications and 
Outreach Committee” led by Sheri Sankey (and by “led”, I mean she is a committee of ONE! 
Although anyone wishing to offer help would likely be embraced by Sheri).  Sheri S. reported 
that she and Veronica D. (church office manager) were able to work together to edit out many 
of the old items (e.g. pictures that were out-of-date and deceptive, external links that were not 
appropriate, expired activities etc.). Sheri described the edited site as simpler but more up-to-
date.  She feels that it remains a “work in progress” but much has been cleaned up and is ready 
for any prospective pastor candidate to have a better and more realistic vision of GPC through 
its website.  Check it out at: http://genevapotomac.org 
 

The Mission Committee is entertaining new sources to share our good work in service to 
Jesus’ ministry.  Our long-standing relationship with The Lord’s Table may be in flux as that 
organization is undergoing some significant existential challenges.  The Session is fully 
supportive of continuing with The Lord’s Table if their work resumes in the autumn but in the 
meanwhile are exploring (and our open to learning of) other mission-related venues.  Mission 
work combined with Fellowship is a very much-desired outcome. 
 

The William A. Gibson Memorial Founders Room renovation (coordinated and led by 
Renee Moloznik) is underway, as well as some other changes to the buildings and grounds.  The 
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physical plant of Geneva is always a source of pride but requires a commitment of resources to 
maintain and support. 
 

So the work of the Session and of the Clerk continued through the summer and now into 
the fall . . .With hope and prayers the “fun” activities of the Clerk (adding new members to the 
church rolls) will commence again soon. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Allen,  
Clerk of Session 

 
The Lord’s Table 	  

Dear Faithful Volunteers of the Lord's Table, 
It is with a saddened heart that I write to tell you that the Soup Kitchen will not be re-

opening in St. Martins as usual in September this year. 
There are extensive renovations as well as asbestos remediation scheduled to start in 

August and it seems right now that the work may not be completed until June 2019. 
We have to start immediately to remove our food and other items from our back food 

storage room, and from the Church Hall. 
There may be some comfort in the fact that the number of guests served last year was 

the lowest in several years, and that the shelters now all serve meals. 
This would be my thirty-fifth year volunteering at the Lord's Table - it took us a year to 

get it up and running - and I've considered every moment of those years to be a 
pure privilege to be able to work with our dear guests and with each and every one of you 
most kind and loyal volunteers.  

I am grateful to every one of you, and I know that our guests appreciated every day you 
worked on those great meals, and served them with such love and dignity. 
God bless us everyone. 
 
Mary Canapary 
301-869-7609 
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