Frequently
Asked Questions
What is the Blue Ridge
Partnership for Children?
The Blue Ridge Partnership for Children is an
independent, nonprofit organization, with a
Board of Directors made up of community
members from all three counties. The Board
determines how best to invest local Smart Start
funding to support programs designed to
address community concerns in early care and
education, the health of young children, and
services for their families.

What is Smart Start?
Smart Start is an initiative created by the NC
General Assembly in 1993 in response to how
neuroscience changed our understanding of the
brain’s development in the earliest years.
Images of the brain show the experiences
children have early in life literally shape the
wiring of the brain and strongly affect whether a
child grows up to be a healthy, productive
member of society. Smart Start dollars provide
the basic fiscal and administrative framework
that allows us to bring other funding into our
counties. Since June 2001, Smart Start has
used independent data from state and federal
sources to understand how North Carolina’s
children are faring. Smart Start reports on child
well-being across the state as part of a
performance-based evaluation. system.

The future of any society depends on its
ability to foster the health and well-being of
the next generation. A child with a solid
foundation grows into a responsible and
productive citizen. To ensure this solid
foundation, we begin with high-quality
early childhood experiences.

We begin with Smart Start.
Two locations serving
Avery, Mitchell and Yancey counties.
392 East Main Street / PO Box 1387
Burnsville, NC 28714
Phone: 828.682.0047 / Fax: 828.682.7987

215 Pineola Street / PO Box 1455
Newland, NC 28657
Phone: 828.733.2899 / Fax: 828.733.9122
Visit us online at www.blueridgechildren.org
Jennifer Simpson, Executive Director
director@brpartnershipforchildren.org

Enhancing the lives of
young children and
supporting their families
to ensure a strong
foundation for learning.

Frequently
Asked Questions

Funded Program
Partners
Child Care Resource & Referral
(CCR&R)
Provides child development
information to parents, child care
providers and the community.
Examples of services include
professional development for
providers, technical assistance in
classrooms and 2 Family Resource
Libraries. CCR&R also sponsors our annual
Child Fest event!

Imagination Library
Children register to receive a FREE book in the
mail every month from birth until their fifth
birthday! www.smartstart.org

Child Care Subsidies Assists eligible
families with the costs of high-quality child care.
Avery DSS 733-8230
Mitchell DSS 688-2175X306
Yancey DSS 682-6148X243

Preschool Scholarships Financial support
for eligible families to attend a high-quality
part-day preschool program.
Church Street Preschool
682-4979

SCOTTIE Bus
A mobile Pre-K classroom with a state
endorsed Pre-K literacy program
offered to children three and
four years old that are not
enrolled in a Pre-K program.

WAGE$® Supplements for teachers to
support increased college coursework in child
development.
Child Care Services Association 919-967-3272

Mitchell-Yancey
Healthy Families
Intensive home-visiting
service for families with
newborns designed to
increase protective factors and promote healthy
childhood outcomes.
BRPFC / Toe River Health District
682-0047 / 467-0909

Play and Learn The Partnership
offers weekly playgroups throughout Mitchell and Yancey counties.
Children have access to materials
for learning, and parents gain
support in their role as their child’s
first teacher.
BRPFC 682-0047

Are Blue Ridge Partnership for
Children services only for low
income families?
No. The Blue Ridge Partnership for Children
strives to ensure all young children have the
foundation they need for learning.

How do I enroll my child in a
Partnership for Children center?
The Blue Ridge Partnership for Children is not a
child care center but we work with many local
agencies who provide services to young children
and their families. The Partnership also works to
identify community concerns around young
children and the resources to meet those needs..

How does my community benefit from
the Blue Ridge Partnership for
Children and Smart Start?


1,750 children received a book each month
through Imagination Library—17,436 books
were distributed in 2016-2017. 59,236 books
have been distributed since 2012.

transportation to child care, medical
appointments and other human service agencies.
Mitchell Transportation
688-4715
Yancey Transportation
682-6144



643 visits were made to the Family Resource
Libraries by families and childcare providers to
check out over 1,982 early learning
educational items.

Parent-to-Parent Support Network



126 children received child care subsidy
helping make child care more affordable and
making it possible for parents to work, attend
school or seek employment.

Transportation Services Assists with

Information, support and matches with Support
Parents for families of a child with special needs.
Family Support Network 866-448-5781

