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Israel Independence Day 
Celebration 

This month we celebrate the modern state of 
Israel’s 70th anniversary.  Join us Thursday evening, 
April 19 at 7:00 PM in our CBI Social Hall for this 
year’s gathering.  We are inviting our Best Years 
Group to join us for this year’s party.  Leaders of 
our Israel Action Committee will begin the evening 
by sharing some information about how we can 
support Israel today.  Rabbi Greenbaum will talk 
about his upcoming trip to Israel and what he is 
most excited about seeing on their 10 day visit.  We 
will also enjoy a short video allowing us to see 
Israel’s beauty before standing together for Israel’s 
national anthem Hatikvah.  Together we will enjoy 
Israeli folk music and maybe even some Israeli folk 
dancing.  Included in our party will be some tasty 
Israeli foods to sample.  This will be a fun and 
informative event for adults and children.  Please 
join 
us. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

35 People going to Israel! 
 
On April 21 Rabbi Bruce and Susan Greenbaum 
will fly to Israel as they lead 35 people on a trip to 
our homeland.  They will begin their touring in Tel 
Aviv before traveling north to Haifa, the Sea of 
Galilee and the Golan Heights.  After stops at Safed 
and the Hula Valley they will head south to 
Jerusalem where they will celebrate Shabbat in the 
old city.   With visits to Masada, the Dead Sea, Ein 
Gedi (near the caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were found) and major sites throughout the old 
and new parts of Jerusalem the trip will be a non-
stop adventure filled with highlights.  On the way 
back from Israel Rabbi Bruce and Susan will stop in 
New York to join Alisa Fineman when she will be 
formally ordained as cantor on May 3 

.   
 

Yom HaShoah Observance 
April 12 
This year we will invite Temple Beth El from 
Salinas to join us for our annual Holocaust 
Memorial Day observance.  Our service, which will 
include a presentation from our 6th grade religious 
school students, will begin at 7:00 PM.  A candle 
lighting ceremony, special readings, and music will 
all add to our annual Holocaust Memorial service.  
All CBI members including children over 10 are 
encouraged to attend this special evening program. 
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From the Rabbi’s 
Desk…  

 Almost two years ago 
our congregation assisted in 
forming a local chapter of AAi 
(Abrahamic Alliance 
International).  With Christians 
and Muslims joining us we participated in 
various programs that brought us together to 
strengthen our interfaith relations as we also fed 
those in need in our community. 
 A handful of local clergy leaders joined 
me in helping our participation in AAi evolve 
into creating our own local program we have 
titled JCM United.  JCM stands for Jews, 
Christians and Muslims.  We plan to continue 
our work together as we build understanding 
between our communities.  Just one example of 
our working together, in the middle of March a 
small interfaith group from our community 
traveled down to Montecito for two days to help 
dig out mud from homes still impacted by the 
terrible mud slide that killed over 20 people. 
 Currently we are planning a program for 
Sunday afternoon, April 15.  We will gather at 
CBI at 2:00 to put together approximately 10,000 
packaged meals.  Using the service organization 
“Rise Against Hunger” we will prepare these 
meals to help feed hungry students who 
otherwise might not get another meal that day.  
This organization sends these meals to a variety 
of poor communities including a school in Haiti 
that is sponsored by St. Dunstan’s Church.  
 Presently we are raising funds to help 
cover the cost of all the food that goes into these 
pre-packaged lunches.  If you can make a 
donation towards this effort, send a check to CBI 
for my Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund and write in 
the check memo “Rise Against Hunger.”  Also 
the first 20 people over 10 who volunteer to help 
package these meals will get to participate from 
2:00-4:00 that Sunday afternoon.   
 While I am thrilled about the service we 
are performing, I am equally excited about how 
these types of activities have brought our 

interfaith communities together.  My meetings 
with the other clergy leaders, Rob, Holly, Brian, 
Agha and Abdel are always filled with a joyful 
exchange of ideas.  Together we share thoughts 
about potential future programs as we compare 
our ongoing challenges in each of our 
communities.  I have never attended meetings 
with more shared laughter.  Our interaction lifts 
all our spirits. 
 At past events we have always made time 
for interfaith small group discussions.  In those 
sessions we might share different practices and 
rituals, discuss holidays, or just share memories 
of favorite religious moments in our lives.  Once 
I was in a group with a Christian and a Muslim 
synagogue leader.  We laughed as we discovered 
we all have the same 
synagogue/church/mosque members.  There is 
always the person who plays the devil’s 
advocate and there is always an older member 
who likes to share about the “good old days 
when…”  We quickly discovered we have the 
same tasks and the same hopes for our 
communities.  I have become so close to some of 
those who participate in JCM United that I have  
invited them to join my Rotary club. 
 While I love the fact that we are helping 
feed the hungry, it is time to work together to 
find ways to avoid that need.  Maybe if we 
combine our efforts we can discover a way to 
better provide resources before their needs 
become overwhelming.  I encourage all our 
members to join us in this effort.  Call the office 
to reserve a spot for our April 15 afternoon 
program.  Help pay for the food we will be 
packaging.  And maybe, most importantly, let’s 
unite together with Christians and Muslims as 
we break down barriers of misunderstanding in 
our community. 
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From our President 
Todd Hornik, President, 
Board of Trustees 

I’m always thinking, ‘What could 
we do at CBI that would be interesting, that 
would bring people together to celebrate their 
own Jewish experience together with others 
from the Congregation?’ The Food and Film 
festivals are solid examples of events that bring 
us all together joyously. Last year I had a 
different sort of idea. Born out of a bonfire-side 
study session at CBI I began to look into the 
traditions of Shavuot a celebration and 
remembrance of receiving Torah at Sinai. One 
traditional aspect of this holiday, which begins 
this year at nightfall, Saturday May 19th, is an all-
night study session. This year, together with 
friends from CBI and beyond (that means you!), 
CBI will read the Torah. Let me clarify. We’re 
not going to read from the Torah. We’re going to 
read the entire Torah. From B’reshit to Kal-Israel 
we’re going to read it ALL. Five Books, 187 
chapters, nearly 80,000 words all in one go. I 
think it will be Monday when we’ll be able to 
conclude. To make this work – and it’s going to 
work – we need your help. It doesn’t matter if 
you can’t read Hebrew without vowels from the 
Torah scroll itself, or chant trope, or even read 
Hebrew at all. The vision is to have an open 
scroll on the altar with at least one person 
following along as people come to read. There 
will be books on the Rabbi’s and Cantor’s (yes, I 
said Cantor!) podiums so everyone who comes 
can read and follow along. We’ll take turns 
moving through the text, constantly reading 
aloud until there’s no more left to read. Sort of 
like Simchat Torah but with a lot more reading. 
Several of us who have heard of the idea have 
already committed to being at CBI for the long 
haul but you don’t have to be there for 
everything. Stop in at any time, queue up and 
get to reading. If you have a favorite portion, let 
me know, and we’ll do our best to estimate 
when it will come up. I promise there will be 

helpful people to guide, orient and assist you in 
this community endeavor. We’ll begin after a 
study session lead by Rabbi Greenbaum, then 
retreat into the 
Sanctuary for the 
big read. Come 
join us. This 
promises to be a 
moving, 
inspiring and 
completely 
exhausting 
event. I can’t 
wait. 
 
B’Shalom – Todd 
 

Best Years Israel Independence 
Day Celebration 

Rarely do we hold a Best Years event in the 
evening.  This month is unique in that our Best 
Years program is joining our Yom HaAtzmaut 
celebration on Thursday evening, April 19 
beginning at 7:00 PM.  This will be a party for 
Israel’s 70th anniversary.  We will enjoy a taste of 
Israeli foods, hear from the leaders of our Israeli 
Action Committee and watch a short video 
highlighting the Modern State of Israel.  Those 
who want can even join in some Israel folk 
dancing.  We have been working to establish a 
ride program for those who do not drive at night 
or at all.  Please let us know if you need a ride to 
this evening celebration of Israel’s 
independence.    

 
 

 
 
 



 

  
Page 4 

 
  

Todah Rabah  
 

General Donations 
David & Sharon Goldenson 

Martin & Karen Wiskoff in memory of Richard Prupes 
    
   Ellyn Gelson in honor of March birthdays & 
anniversaries 
   S. Chavez Silverman in memory of Joseph H. 
Silverman 
   Anthony & Lary Lynn Muller Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Monterey 
   Victor & Sylvia Krimsley in loving memory of 
Malcolm Krimsley, Victor’s father 
   Richard & Margaret Harrit 
 

Lipman Religious Activities Fund 
   Barbara Lipman wishing Ben Mathia a full recovery 
   Mindy & Alan Clairmont 
 

Carmel Jewish Film Festival Sponsorship 
   Laurrie Pike Insurance 
   Jill & Jim Sleeper 
   Lisa Prochazka 
   Sharon Meresman: 
   Maureen Chodosh 
 

Jewish Food festival 
   Lester & Wendy Tockerman 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary 
   Brian Ellinoy In honor of Rabbi Greenbaum's Torah 
Study 
   Rabbi Leah Novick 
   Michael & Irene Krasner in memory of Alexander 
Sholem Krasner 
 

UJC Donations 
   David Goldberg, M. D. & Kerri Goldberg 
 
College Scholarship Fund 
   David Sabih in honor of Judy Masilyah, Jill Sleeper 
and the Caring Committee 
 

Eitan Biblarz Campership Fund 
   David Sabih in honor of the Caring Committee 
 

The Cantorial Fund 
   David Sabih in honor of the Caring Committee 
   Martin & Karen Wiskoff in honor of Alisa’s 
graduation 
   Angelica & Marshall Blatt in honor of Alisa Fineman’s 
recital 

    

 
 
 

We need your feedback 
for CJFF 2018 events! 

PLEASE LET US KNOW YOUR 

THOUGHTS 
And be entered to win a $25 gift 

certificate at 
EMAIL: cjff2018feedback@gmail.com 
Winner will be announced on April 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Start making a difference for 

your synagogue 

Sign up at 
https://secure.escrip.com/signup/index.
jsp 
All your purchases at select stores will 
donate a percentage of your purchases to 
CBI 

 
Mitzvah Day is 
Coming - Sunday, 
May 6 
Once again we will be preparing 

packages of toiletries and dental items to give to 
shelters and IHelp.  Collection boxes for hotel and 
travel size toiletries (soap, shampoo, conditioner, 
tooth brushes and tooth paste) will be in the foyer 
shortly after Passover. 

 

mailto:cjff2018feedback@gmail.com
https://secure.escrip.com/signup/index.jsp
https://secure.escrip.com/signup/index.jsp
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Thank You to Our 
Oneg Hosts 
 

We are grateful to the 
following people who 

helped make our March & April Oneg’s 
a beautiful experience: 
 

March 2: Wendy Rosenthal – In honor of Katie 
Marie Keltons Birthday 
March 9: Scholar in Residence Program – In 
honor of Joyce Antler 
March 16: Friends & Family of Hudson Fallon – 
in honor of Hudson becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
March 23:  Zane Stiebel’s Family in honor of 
Zane becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
 
April 6 – This date is available.  Call to host. 

 
April 13 - This date is available.  Call to host. 
 
April 20 - This date is available.  Call to host. 
 
April 27 - This date is available.  Call to host. 
 
Please help keep this wonderful tradition alive 
by hosting an Oneg in memory of a loved one or 
in honor of a special person or life cycle event. 
Call the CBI office to schedule this simple yet 
meaningful mitzvah. 
 

Some people host several times a year, and 
others never have the pleasure of doing a 
Mitzvah on Friday evening.  We are now asking 
everyone to take a turn.  So please, when you get 
a call with the request to host, say “Yes, it will be 
my pleasure!”  There are about 250 member 
families so your turn will only come once every 
few years! Thanks in advance for hosting.      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congregation Beth Israel 

5716 Carmel Valley Road 

Carmel, CA  93923 

(831) 624-2015 

E-mail: shalomcbi@aol.com 

Website: www.carmelbethisrael.org 

 

Chartered in 1954 as the Jewish Community of 
the Monterey Peninsula, Congregation Beth 

Israel today serves the spiritual, educational, 

and social needs of Jews on the Peninsula. We 
derive programming and administrative 

strength from our affiliation with the Union 

for Reform Judaism and offer traditional 
programming to meet the needs of most Jews 

on the Monterey Peninsula. The Congregation 

sponsors weekly worship services on Shabbat 
evening and Shabbat morning; observances of 

all holidays and festivals; and formal 

educational programs from toddler through 
adult. We operate our own school on weekend 

mornings and midweek afternoons, and we 

also maintain a Judaic library.  
  

Senior Staff 
Bruce Greenbaum - Rabbi, D.D. 

Alisa Fineman - Cantorial Soloist 

Louise Riddell–Kaufman - Religious Education Director  

Julie Chase- Administrator 

Abby King- Administrative Assistant/Facility Use Coordinator 

Ruby Cohan - Bookkeeper 

 

Board of Trustees  

5778 (2017)  

Todd Hornik, President 

Cara Lieb, President Elect (1st Vice President) 

Cary Stiebel, 2nd Vice President 
Rich Ader, VP Finance/Treasurer 

Laura Arnow, Secretary 

Dan Nussbaum, Adult Education 

Abra Teitler, Buildings/Grounds 

Rena Feuerstein, Communications/Marketing 

Malina Breaux, Fundraising 

Bee Epstein-Shepherd, Member Services 
Susan Schwartz, Social Action 

Vivi Fenwick, Youth Activities 

Open, Youth Trustee 

Ben Kaatz, Volunteer Coordinator 

Rich Gerber, At Large/Israeli Action 

Ilana Entin, At Large 

Bee Epstein-Shepherd, Honorary Life Trustee 

Herb Stern, Honorary Life Trustee
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Torah Connections  
Michael Waxer 

Torah Connections:   Vol. 120      April 2018,   5778 
 
What makes Humans Unique? 
 

We are all familiar with universal physical laws, such as 
the law of gravity.  HaShem, through the Torah, created 
the concept of universal moral laws, such as do not commit 
murder.  These two very different ‘universes’ co-exist, 
and humans are unique in their ability to affect each 

universe. 
 

When HaShem is creating, humans, and humans alone, 
are made in the image of God.  One way to interpret this 
passage is that humans, and humans alone, are able to 
exist in both the physical universe and the moral, or 
spiritual, universe.  Sometimes we refer to this as our 
‘animal nature’ and our ‘spiritual or holy nature’.  Our 
actions in one realm impact the other realm. 
 

Consider this idea that these two universes intersect, 
wherein moral laws impact physical laws.  In other 
words, that human observance of moral laws can 
actually affect our physical environment?  Let’s look at 
an example: 
One key mitzvah in the Torah is the observance of the 
Sabbath.  The core concept of the Sabbath is that for six 
days we produce things, but on the Sabbath, we are not 
to produce things.  For example, one would not work 
their field one day each week.  Could this simple idea, of 
not producing things from the Earth one day each week, 
possibly have a measurable impact on the Earth? 
 

We have all heard of scientific theories wherein human 
actions are causing a measurable effect in the physical 
realm.  The most recent term for this is ‘anthropogenic 
caused climate change’.  The scientific theory states that 
human activities are causing and will lead to devastating 
climate changes.  Even more recently some scientists and 
politicians have stated that these human impacts will 
lead to irreversible runaway changes that could destroy 
life on our planet. 
 

Let’s contrast this with a section from Torah, 
Deuteronomy 11:13-15, 
 “It will be that if you hearken to My commandments 
that I command you today, to love Hashem, your God, and to 
serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, then I 
shall provide rain for your Land in its proper time, the 
early and the late rains, that you may gather in your 
grain, your wine, and your oil.  I shall provide grass in 
your field for your cattle and you will eat and you will be 
satisfied.” (emphasis added). 
 
 

 
Is it possible that the human observance of these ‘moral’ 
laws will impact the physical universe?  Continuing 
with the Sabbath example (a moral law), is it possible 
that the resting of the Land for one day a week can 
facilitate the rains to come at the proper times? 
 

Most folks today find it easy to accept a scientific theory 
of anthropogenic climate change, and yet we might 
laugh at the idea that the observance of the Sabbath 
could affect the weather or the climate.  But how 
different are these concepts? 
 

The Torah implies a direct cause and effect between the 
mitzvot and the weather.  Similarly, science says there is 
a direct cause and effect between our actions and the 
climate.  In the Torah verses the details are unclear:  Are 
the statements true on an individual basis, a community 
basis, or a nationwide basis?  Must they be followed for 
a week, a month, a year, a generation? 
 

For the scientific theory of climate change there are no 
clear answers to these questions either, yet most 
educated people believe in climate change.  Yet, for the 
Torah we seem to hold them to a higher standard of 
proof.  If a scientific theory was presented in the news, 
tomorrow, that a connection was found showing that the 
rains can be affected by how large tracts of land are 
managed, I suspect most of us would believe it 
immediately.  But, when it is presented in the Torah, do 
we take it seriously? 
 

Can the resting of the land one day each week put us in 
natural harmony with the physical universe? 
 

Please, take time this Shabbat to consider your own 
beliefs, and to think of the possibilities that your 
observance of this weekly treasure could directly impact, 
beneficially, our physical world.  Said another way, by 
doing a mitzvah, can it have a positive effect in the 
physical world? 
 

(Jews do not observe the Sabbath for this reason, but 
rather because HaShem wants us to.  However, it is 
being used as an example for this Torah drosh, that 

humans are unique among all creations.) 
 
 

If you have any comments regarding ‘Torah Connections’, 
please e-mail a note to:  mlwaxer@sbcglobal.net. 
Torah Connections is the sole opinion and property of the 
author, and it specifically does not necessarily reflect the 
position of Judaism, CBI, and/or the Board of Trustees. 
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I-HELP Outreach 
CBI Sponsored. . . I-HELP: 
Interfaith Homeless 

Emergency Lodging Program 
 
I-HELP for Men 
March – The March 4th I-HELP dinner was 
sponsored by the Gesher students (7th & 8th 
graders) and their parents.  Deborah Kosmont, 
room parent, coordinated the donations for dinner 
and breakfast.  The men truly enjoyed a wonderful 
meal.  The men feasted on chicken, salad, rice, and 
were especially appreciative of Deborah’s tomato 
and roasted red pepper soup, the Pereles’ 
spanakopita, the Goldberg’s poached salmon and 
the Koenig-Carlyle family desserts.    
Thank you to all the parents, teachers and students 
for providing for the needy and performing these 
important mitzvot of sheltering the homeless 
(especially on these frigidly cold nights), feeding 
the hungry and welcoming the stranger.  These 
men truly appreciate your kindness. 
The I-Help program is currently serving 20+ men 
per night including 14 new entries.  Six of the men 
currently have jobs and three have found housing 
over the past month. Several of the men continue to 
do clean-up work around the Monterey area 
helping assorted faith communities.  All 
participants are able to use Salvation Army 
facilities with showers, laundry and computers for 
job searches. 
 

April – The April 1st I-Help meal is being 
sponsored by an anonymous CBI family in honor 
of our congregation.  The family was inspired after 
reading CBI Board of Trustees President Todd 
Hornik’s article last month in the Shofar.  They 
wanted to honor him for his leadership.  As Todd 
so eloquently state, “Working together as 
individuals we can do great things.  Acting with 
CBI and all our friends, it can be even greater.” For 
more than 20 years CBI has supported the I-Help 
program.  This month, the mitzvah of hosting the I-
Help men is dedicated to Todd and our CBI 
community.  
If you have any questions about I-HELP or interest 
in supporting the program, please contact Charlene 
or Matthew Schuss at cnmne3@comcast.net or call 
250-7170. Thank you! 

I HELP Women  
 
HELP NEEDED FOR APRIL CBI WOMEN’S 
IHELP 
CBI will host IHELP for Women on Monday 
evening, April 30, 2018. Please contact Social 
Action Trustee Susan Schwartz at 831-659-0245 
or schwartzs@redshift.com if you would like to 
help.  Volunteers are needed to supply dinner 
and items for light breakfast and bag lunch, to 
help set up and serve, and if possible, to stay 
for dinner and converse with our guests. 
IHELP for Women continues to collect carry-

on size roll aboard suitcases which the women 
can use to bring their personal items with them 
on the IHELP bus. Drop bags off at CBI or 
contact Susan Schwartz. 
IHELP for women has been experiencing a 
growth in the number of participants; recent 
evenings have hosted from 6 to 12 women each 
night, so there are opportunities for more 
volunteers. Please note that unlike our Men’s 
IHELP program, the newer and less frequent 
Women’s IHELP evenings at CBI do not have a 
set schedule of volunteers assigned by 
Religious School grade level and organized by 
room parents. 
 Women’s IHELP is an opportunity for those 
without children in the religious school to 
participate in this important mitzvah of 
providing shelter, food and a listening ear to 
women in need.  Perhaps your mahjong group, 
book group, study group or car pool would 
like to get together to sponsor the dinner, alone 
or with others. Some moms and adult 
daughters have found it a rewarding way to 
share some cooking and an evening together 
doing good work. Children can be involved, 
too, by helping to shop and prepare the meals, 
or creating placemats and table decorations. 

mailto:cnmne3@comcast.net
mailto:schwartzs@redshift.com
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Community Shabbat 
Dinner -Join us on 
Friday, April 27  

Join with us for our monthly community 
Shabbat dinner, prepared by Malina Breaux 
and her entourage of assistants. 
Savor a sense of community and food worthy 
of celebration.   
Join us as we offer blessings for the bread and 
wine and sing traditional music to begin our 
gatherings. 
Children are welcome. Evening services 
follow, if you wish to attend. 
Call the CBI office for reservations to enjoy our 
lovely community Shabbat meals. Members 
$10 non-members $20 

Daniel 
Cainer 
Performs in 
a Free 
Concert  

Saturday, April 14 at 7:00 pm 
Daniel Cainer, award-winning British 
songwriter, storyteller, performer, broadcaster 
and several other words ending in  
'-er’ will present his ever-evolving, Jewish-
themed, one man show of unique stories in 
song: Gefilte Fish & Chips. 
Smart, funny, timely, and only slightly 
irreverent, Cainer’s deeply moving tales about 
his family and observational comedy are a joy.  
Amusing rhymes and wordplay, great 
musicianship, and haunting tunes create 
unforgettable images.  His songs and his music 
are for anyone who has ever wrestled with 
home, heritage, and heart . . . and is partial to 
bagels. 
This free concert is open to all in our 
community, made possible by using funds 
from the CBI Jewish Cultural fund.   
 

 

The 8th Carmel 
Jewish Film Festival  

The 8th Carmel Jewish Film Festival brought 
us together as a community. We laughed and 
cried together and asked thoughtful questions. 
We learned about topics ranging from the role 
of Jewish composers and musicians in the 
world of jazz music, the stories behind the 
quest for freedom for Soviet Jewry, the 
challenges for Israelis and Palestinians 
navigating security vs movement across 
borders, the bravery of children trying to 
survive during WWII, and more. We ate 
together at eight receptions,  and we welcomed 
directors, actors, scholars, and panelists from 
our own local community. We braved many 
rainy nights.  
We could not have done all this without your 
support, participation, and encouragement. To 
all of our patrons and sponsors, to the CJFF 
board and committee,  to all our volunteers 
and the CBI office staff, and to the reception 
and auction donors, we thank you for helping 
to make this year's festival another big success. 
Sincerely, 
Susan, Marsha, and Sam 

CBI Book Club 
 

Tuesday, April 10, 1:30 
PM, home of Karen Wiskoff 
(wiskoff@aol.com). Book: A HORSE WALKS 
INTO A BAR by David Grossman 
 

Tuesday, May 8. 1:30 PM. CBI classroom. Book: 
JUDAS by Amos Oz 
 

Tuesday, June 12 1:30 PM. CBI Classroom. 
Book: THE WEIGHT OF INK by Rachel Kadish 
 

CBI Writers’ Group 

The CBI Writers’ Group will meet 
on April 12 & 26 and on May 10 & 

24.  All meetings are from       10:30 – 

Noon at CBI. 

 

mailto:wiskoff@aol.com
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Happy Birthday 

Andrew B. Lipsig 1  
Gabriela Lipsky 1  
Terrence Gargiulo 2  
Joshua Kosmont 2  
Jason Togneri 3  
Ally Carroll 4  
Jana Stiebel 4  
Merryl Carr 5  
Bill Pardue 5    
Angelika Lipow 7  
Eli'Noar Lipow 7  
Jay Lieberman 8  
Michael Leavy 9  
Julie Chase 11  
Daniel Cort 11  
Myles Elliot Dau 11  
Poppy Esther Dau 11  
David Kolinsky 11   
Robert Kershner 12   
Marshal Blatt 13  
Larry Solow 13  
Bryce Fenwick 14  
Abra Teitler 14   
 

Family News 
 

Our sincerest condolences on the 
passing of Rita Leader, mother of 
Lewis Leader.  
 

Our sincerest condolences on the 
passing of Alexander Kresner, father of Michael 
Krasner. 
 

May their memories be a blessing to us all. 
  
Our Congregation strives to offer love and support 
to fellow congregants in times of joy and 
celebration, as well as in times of trouble and 
sorrow.  One of the ways we do this is to let the 
congregation know your news. Please let us know 
if there is a simcha you wish to share (or know 
someone else’s that they are willing to share), or a 
wish of encouragement or condolence that can be 
shared. You can send this information to 
shalomcbi@aol.com to be included in the Shofar . 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday 

Vivi Fenwick 15 
Richard Kreitman 16  
Elizabeth Grogin 17 
Michael Newton 17  
Debbie Klein 18  
Barbara Mitchell 18   
Dena Weber 20  
Arina Ganeles 21  
Pauline Troia 21 
David Barish 22  
Robert Fenton 22  
Ruthie Pack 22  
Elizabeth Heff 23  
Francesca Kolinsky 23  
Rory Lakind 23   
Mitchel Winick 23  
Rachel Braccio 24  
Gary Simon 24  
Peter Levin 25  
Daniel Robbins 26  
David Schnitzer 26  
Makayla Schnitzer 28 
Susan Rosen 29   
Alison Baguio 30  
 

 
 
 
Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Mitchel & Deborah Winick   1  
David & Andrea Rosenberg   2  
Hersh & Lizbeth Davis   7  
Thomas & Ellen G. Krause   11  
Bill Pardue & Barbara Mitchell   13  
Matthew Schuss & Charlene Webber-Schuss  18  
Stephen & Ida Holber   24  
Robert & Chinanit Kershner   26  
Senen & Alison Baguio   30  
Daniel & Louise Riddell-Kaufman   30 
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Save the Dates   At Home with CBI 2018 
 

Sunday April 8th, 11am to 2pm    Tennis Anyone?      Marcia & Don Pompan and Bruce & Susan Greenbaum 

Round Robin Doubles Event with a delicious Sunday Brunch.  $60 per player or spectator 
 

Sunday April 29th, 11am to 2 pm    Jews We Have Met      Beryl & Sam Levinger 

Beautiful gardens, stunning ocean views, delicious brunch, story swapping.  $40 per person 
 

Sunday May 6th, 3pm to 5pm   Artist Reception      Malina Breaux 

Preview the Miniatures and mingle with the artists.  Refreshments will be served.  $18 per person 
 

Sunday May 20th, 2pm to 5pm   CBI Kitchen Party      Rosemary Lande & Susan Schwartz 

We’re having a kitchen shower and everyone is welcome, bring a shower gift.  $36 per person 
 

Saturday June 2nd, 6pm   Rhythm by the River 

Debra Givner & Bob Fenton, Barbara & Richard Kreitman, Bev & Dan Nussbaum 

An evening of music, delicious food, wine and great company.  $90 per person 
 

Sunday June 3rd, 9:30am to 5pm   Writing and Collage Workshop     Illia Thompson 

Take part in gently guided exercises to honor the creative process.   

$118 per person, includes all materials and lunch 
 

Sunday June 10th, 11:30am    Calling all Golfers          Bee Epstein-Shepherd 

9 holes of golf at beautiful Carmel Valley Lodge followed by lunch.  $140 per person 
 

Saturday June 16th, 5pm to 7pm    Monterey Museum of Art            Julie & Stuart Chase 

Private tour of E. Charlton Future: The Colorful Spirit with the museum’s Executive Director 

$54 per person including cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
 

Saturday June 23rd, 6pm    Cocktail Party    Julie & Jason Schnitzer 

An evening of mingling with other parents with childcare arranged for you 

$36 per person, plus $18 for babysitting 
 

Sunday June 24th, Noon to 3pm    Spectacular By-the-Sea garden Party 

Anna Swartly & David Sabih and Jill & Jim Sleeper 

Farm-to-table and sustainable seafood bites, libation, live music and excellent company 

$65 per person 
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LIVE IN CONCERT 

APRIL 14 

7:00 PM 

DANIEL CAINER 
 

“GEFILTE 

FISH & CHIPS” 

Enjoy a FREE CONCERT by award-winning British songwriter, 

storyteller, performer, broadcaster and several other words ending   in 

“er,” DANIEL CAINER.  This Jewish-themed one-man show of unique 

stories in song is not to be missed. 

 

Daniel 

Cainer 

──── 

Smart, funny, 

timely, and only 

slightly 

irreverent 

 ──── 

Amusing rhymes 

and wordplay, 

great 

musicianship, 

and haunting 

tunes create 

unforgettable 

images.   

──── 

Get your taxes 

done early so 

you can enjoy 

the concert! 

──── 

CONGREGATION 

BETH ISRAEL 

5716 Carmel Valley 

Rd. 

Carmel, CA 

831-624-2015 

──── 
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                                                                                             Congregation Beth Israel                                                                                                                                                         

                                                      APRIL 2018 

                NINSSAN ~ IYAR 5778         
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Passover 
No Religious School 
 
 

 
 
 
5:00 I-Help @ CBI 
Sponsored by 
Anonymous Family IHO 
the CBI Congregation 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
     

4 
 
  
 
 
 
4:00 PM B’nai Mitzvah 
Class 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
School 

5          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:15 PM Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Class 

6 
   
        
 
 
 
 

 
7:30 Erev Shabbat 
Services with special 
Birthday blessings 

7   
9:00 AM Passover 
Yizkor & Morning  
Service 
 
10:45 AM Shabbat 
Study  
 
 

8 
Spring Break 
No Religious School 
 
 
 
2:00 PM At Home with 
CBI Tennis 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
   

 
 
 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
1:30 PM Book Club  
Meets –Off site 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
Spring Break 
No Hebrew School 
 
12:00 PM Lunch With 
Rabbi 
 

    
 

12 
 
10:30 AM Writing Club 
at CBI 

     
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Yom 
Hashoah Service with 
6th Grade presentation 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
Services  

14 
10:30 AM Shabbat Study 
 

 
7:00 PM Aaron Cainer 
Free Concert 
“Gefeltefish & Chips” 

15  
 9:30 AM Religious 
School Grades K/6th  
 
12:00 PM Gesher 
12:00 PM Sababa 
Rabbi’s Restaurant 
 
2:00 PM JCM United 
Rise Against Hunger 
Event  at CBI 
 

16 
 
 
   
 
 

17 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 PM 
Executive Committee 
Mtg. 

18 
 
 
 
 
4:00 PM B’nai Mitzvah 
Class 
 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
School 
 
 

19 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Best Years join our 
Yom Ha’atzmaut 
Celebration 

20   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
Services  

21 
 
10:30 Shabbat 
Service & Study with 
Grades 6/8th 

 
10:30 Mazel Tots 
“Happy 70th Birthday 
Israel” 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
9:30 AM Religious 
School K/5th Grades 
10:00 AM My 
Munchkin & Me 
 
 

23 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:15 PM CBI Board 
of Trustees Meeting 

25  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:00 PM B’nai Mitzvah 
Class 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
School 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:15 PM Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Class 

27 

 
 
6:30 PM  Community 
Shabbat Dinner 
 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
Services with special 
Anniversary Blessings 

28 
 
10:30 AM Shabbat Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
9:30 AM Religious 
School K/6  
11:00 AM At Home 
with CBI- Brunch 
Event 
12:00 PM Final Faculty 
Mtg. 
12:00 PM Gesher – 
Cantor’s Restaurant 

30 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5:00 PM I-Help 
Women 

1  MAY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 PM B’nai Mitzvah 
Class 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
School 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Erev Shabbat 
Services with special 
Birthday blessings 

5 
     
9:00 AM Morning 
Shabbat Service 
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Who:  Parents of babies through school age 
 & Babies through Preschoolers 
 

When:  Sunday, April 22, 10:00 - 11:30 
 

What:  Parallel programing for Parents and 
children. 

Parenting discussion group led by Megan 
Felthoven is centered on “The Joys and Oys of 
Parenting”.  The final discussion for this year will 
be based on the “Conclusion:  Inspire Our Children 
to Live with Integrity”.  Parents of school aged 
children welcome. 

Preschool group with PJ Library story and 
craft based is led by Monica Browning.  In April the 
activities will be around the Jewish value of 
“Caring for the Environment”. 
 Yummy snacks/ breakfast provided for 
adults and children. 
 

How Much: $5 drop-in fee.  Newcomers welcome. 
 

The adult discussion will also include a 
conversation about your interests for this summer 
and next fall.   Please share your ideas with Louise 
or Megan if you cannot attend. 
 
 
 
 

Children ages 2 1/2 - 5, with a parent, are invited to 
celebrate Jewish holidays with Early Childhood 
Educator, Chinanit Kershner.  The children will 
celebrate Israel’s 70th Birthday as they listen to a PJ 
Library story, a make a craft, and have fun playing.  
Parents - make new friends yourself when you 
bring your child to this special program. 
 

April 21, 10:30 - 12:00 - Happy 70th Birthday Israel  
 

Pre- registration is very helpful for the purchasing 
of materials $5 for a single event with 
preregistration, or $10 at the door.   
For more information or to preregister, email 
directorlouise@aol.com.  

 
 PJ Library Programs 

Thank you to the Harold Grinspoon 

Foundation and the Hornik Family 

Foundation for subsidizing these programs. 

mailto:directorlouise@aol.com
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esher 
April 2018 Activities 

 
 

 Sunday, April 15 - Visual T’fillah.  

Lunch available for purchase through 

the “Teen Lunch Pantry” or BYO. 12:00 - 

2:00 

 Saturday, April 21 - Shabbat Study.  

9:30 - 12:00  

 Sunday, 29- Rabbi’s Restaurant @ 

Aabha Indian Cuisine  in the Barnyard.  

12:15 - 2:00  

This program is the required Judaic program to 
complement Hebrew studies for upcoming 
B’nai Mitzvah students. 
Cross the bridge with your friends and classmates - 

beyond Religious School and into CBI’s teen 

programs. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

April Jewish 
Family Ideas 

 
 Happy 70th Birthday 

Israel!   Yom Ha’atzmaut 
(Israeli Independence Day) is April 19th.  
Come celebrate with CBI at 7:00 pm. 

 What does Israel look like?   Take your 
children on a virtual tour:  
http://www.aboutisrael.co.il/heb/free
page.php?id=997  Or examine the 
Jerusalem gates online: 
http://www.crystalinks.com/jerusalem
gates.html  or see what is happening at 
the Kotel right now with a live cam:  
https://english.thekotel.org/kotel/kote
l_cameras/ 

 Plan a trip to Israel as a family - even if 

it is for the future once your children are 
older.  Get maps and tour books to plan 
your visit.  Start a savings account 
specifically for your Israel trip. Create a 
folder of your ideas and revisit it every 
year to add to it. 

 Book Suggestions:   
    And Shira Imagined written by Giora 
Carmi.  A young girl visits Israel and 
envisions the history of the sites she 
sees.    Shira imagines each scene quite 
literally, "peopled" by strange creatures 
engaged in some amusing but relevant 
activity.  Ages 3 - 8. 
          Jerusalem of Gold: Jewish Stories of 
the Enchanted City  by Howard Schwartz. 
In this book of Jerusalem, stories from 
various Jewish sources are explored. 
Settings include the Middle East, Spain, 
Italy, Greece, and Eastern Europe.  Ages 8 + 
            A Concert in the Sand.  Written 
by Tami Shem-Tov & Rachella 
Sandbank Illustrated by Avi Ofer.  Walking 
along the beach in Tel Aviv, what does this 
grandmother and her grandson come 
across? A world-class orchestra 
performance, that’s what. Based on the true 
story of the birth of the Israeli 
Philharmonic, this story is also a metaphor 
for the grit and vision that brought the State 
of Israel into being.  Ages 4 - 9. 

 
Note:  All of the above children’s book 
suggestions are also PJ Library selections.  To 
sign your children, ages 6 months – 8 years, up 
for a FREE Jewish book of the month club go to:  
PJLibrary.org. For Children ages 9 - 11 join 
PJOurWay.org. 
 

 

 

 

. 
 

 
 

http://www.aboutisrael.co.il/heb/freepage.php?id=997
http://www.aboutisrael.co.il/heb/freepage.php?id=997
http://www.crystalinks.com/jerusalemgates.html
http://www.crystalinks.com/jerusalemgates.html
https://english.thekotel.org/kotel/kotel_cameras/
https://english.thekotel.org/kotel/kotel_cameras/
http://www.psychotherapythroughart.com/
http://www.psychotherapythroughart.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/Howard-Schwartz/e/B001ITXIQA/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
file:///C:/Users/Louise/Dropbox/Louises/Shofar%202017-18/pjourway.org
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Teen Engagement Community 
of Practice Team goes to 
Minneapolis 

Rabbi Greenbaum, Louise Riddell-Kaufman and 
Bari Tolliver spent 3 days in Minneapolis with 
other professionals and lay leaders from around 
the country who are also doing focused work on 
teen engagement.   
On the first day we learned that the adolescent 
brain is influenced by pruning of generalized 
interests into specialized passions. Simultaneously 
they are creating myelin formation which connects 
parts of the brain and is thereby dramatically 
increasing the speed of synapses. We learned that 
Generation Z (our current teens) are competitive, 
driven toward success; predominately college 
bound and want to be part of meaningful work in 
our society. 
We were exposed to several different innovative 
programs throughout the country which inspired 
our thinking.  Discussion of “Hart’s Ladder of Teen 
Engagement” became a guideline to encourage us 
to move from token inclusion of teen’s voices to a 
fully shared decision making process between 
adults and teens.    
Guided by our URJ coaches, we continually 
returned to the concept of following best principles 
(the underlying values and concepts in our work) 
as opposed to best practices (which tend to be 
unique to a location and time frame). 
Some of the best principles we examined include: 

 Ask them (the teens).  Teens know their 

passions and what will work for them. 

 Change is hard.  It takes time, and lots of 

work. 

 Keep telling the story.  People need to 

understand the process. 

 Include as many voices as possible. 

 Experimentation can lead to positive 

change. 

 Failed experiments are part of progress. 

 Our work involves sacred partnerships as 

we work to find common ground and create 

change based on a shared vision.                      

COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
NEWS 
 

Attention All High School Seniors! 
If you are interested in applying for a CBI 
Merit College Scholarship, now is the time to 
get started. Applications are available in your 
high school career center, at the CBI office, or 
on the CBI website. Be sure to read the criteria 
for selection carefully.  The deadline for 
completed applications is Wednesday, April 

18, 2018, 4:00 p.m., to be returned to the CBI 
office, Attn. Judy Masliyah, Chair, College 
Scholarship. 
 
The College Fund has been established for 
worthy Jewish students on the Monterey 
Peninsula who are being admitted to a four-
year college. Awards are made in May and are 
presented at the student's high school awards 
banquet and are recognized at the Senior 
Shabbat.  We honor students who consistently 
show outstanding academic work, leadership, 
community dedication and values of Jewish 
life with a financial reward and community 
recognition. 

We have awarded 87 scholarships since 1993 
when we first started this wonderful endeavor.  
The committee is grateful to the wonderful 
contributors who have helped establish and 
have sustained this fund since its inception. 
Now, as the deadline arrives, we hope you will 
consider supporting this wonderful cause with 
your generous donation. These funds go 
directly to the students and your contribution 
is tax deductible.  

Thank you.   

Judy Masliyah, Chair, 831-649-3326 
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Shofar Newsletter Policy 

 

The Shofar will not print anonymous 

articles.  Articles must focus on issues and 

concerns specific to the Jewish community 

and must be received by the 10th of the 

month prior to publication. Articles 

submitted with quotations from or references 

to people other than the submitter will be 

checked for permission and accuracy before 

printing. We reserve the right to refuse any 

submitted articles. Please send electronic 

files to Shofar Editor, CBI, 5716 Carmel 

Valley Rd., Carmel, CA 93923. FAX (831) 

624-4786; E-mail: shalomcbi @aol.  

 

 

 
SHOFAR Advertisers 

For your continued support of  
Congregation Beth Israel 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CBI Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00  to 4:00 PM 

Friday 

9:00  to 3:00 PM 
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(831) 375-1910 

eganeles@gmail.com 

-Individual 

-Business 

-Income Taxes 

-Compilations 

-Estate & Trust Accounting 

-Payroll Service 

-Consulting 

-Controller Services 

-Quickbooks Support 

-Pick-up & Delivery 
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JCM 
United  

 
Jews, Christians and Muslims are now joining 
together in our community to build bridges of 
understanding and strengthen our community.  
(See the From the Rabbi article.)  At times we will 
unite to help the less fortunate around us.  
Presently our core group of religious leaders is 
exploring a way to feed the hungry in needy 
communities where children often are lucky to get 
one hot meal a day. 
 
Reverend Rob Fisher from St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church has worked with Rise Against Huger, an 
organization that packs food for distribution in 
schools.  St Dunstan’s supports a school in Haiti 
where hundreds of children every day receive 
meals from Rise Against Hunger.   

 
We have reserved Sunday afternoon, April 15 
when our synagogue will invite both 
Christians and Muslims to join us in our social 
hall.  Starting at 2:00 we will be together and 
package thousands of individual meals.   Rise 
Against Hunger brings all the food and 
packaging materials that we will need to 
accomplish our goals.  Our local religious 
communities must provide at least 40 
volunteers and raise about $2,900 to pay for the 
supplies.  
 
As your Rabbi, I encourage you to join me in 
this effort.  Let me know if you want to help 
package food on April 15.  If many of us make 
a donation (I will donate at least $100 towards 
this effort) it should be easy to raise the funds 
needed.  Remember that both the Christians 
and Muslims in our community will also 
contribute towards the cost of the food.    
Together we can feed children who otherwise 
may not get any meal that day.  Let’s continue 
to build understanding between our religious 
communities as we join in acts of social justice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parshiot 
 
April 7, Yizkor for Passover 
 T:  Deuteronomy15:19-16:17 
 H:  Isaiah 10:32-12:6 
 
April 14, Shemini 
 T:  Leviticus 9:1-11:47 
 H:  II Samuel 6:1-7:17 
 
April 21, Tazria-Metzorah 
 T: Leviticus 12:1-15:33 
 H: II Kings 4:42-5:19 
 
April 28, Acharei Mot/Kedoshim 
 T: Leviticus 16:1-20:27 
 H: Ezekiel 22:1-19 

 


