
BETWEEN THE LINES: ARRIVE  ALIVE 

“I hope the future 
includes an 

environment where 
young people are 

comfortable 
speaking up for 

themselves when it 
comes to their 

safety.” 

September 2018 

Impact Teen Drivers 
Car crashes have been the #1 killer of teenagers in America for 

generations and Impact Teen Drivers is dedicated to preventing this 

pervasive, 100% preventable public health crisis.  Impact offers 

evidence-based programs that engage young people to educate 

them on the dangers of reckless and distracted driving, and 

empower them to make safer choices in the future. Impact can 

deliver our programs in classroom presentations or school 

assemblies, train students and professionals to deliver our programs, 

or attend your local community event to share our message.  

Champion Spotlight: Kim Lust 

Call Impact Teen Drivers at (916) 733-7422 to learn more and schedule with us! 

Public Affairs Specialist with State Farm, Kim Lust helps to promote education and 

safety initiatives throughout her community.  

On what she’s doing in her community: 

As a public leader in auto safety efforts, State Farm helped pass a number of seat 

belt laws and continues to fight for seat belt and teen driver safety. We are  

also heavily involved in and support communities through sponsorship of safety 

programs and organizations, like Impact. We are strongly committed to doing  

everything we can to reduce these needless tragedies and help save lives. 

On the importance of the work she does: 

Every day I hear about someone who has lost their life due to a 

distracted driving crash, most of which are preventable.  Working 

with non-profits like Impact Teen Drivers provides me with a 

resource for State Farm agents to connect with their community. 

Together we can provide teens with tools they can use to make 

positive choices behind the wheel and as a passenger. It’s just 

one way we can help prevent deadly crashes. 

Tips from the National Safety Council: 
Driving to School? Don’t Forget to Share the Road 

 Don’t block crosswalks 

 Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks, and take extra care in school zones 

 Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians 

 Never pass a bus loading or unloading children 

 The area 10 feet around a school bus is the most dangerous for children; stop back to allow them to safely 
enter and exit the bus. 

For More Back to School Safety Tips, visit:  

https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/seasonal-safety/back-to-school 

$15,000 for Create Real Impact Winners! 
Students, ages 14-22 have the chance to win  up to a $1,500 educational grant with 

our Create Real Impact Contest (CRI).  We want to hear the solutions and 

strategies young people have to end reckless and distracted driving. Participants 

can enter into one of the four categories: Art, Music, Video, and Writing, and this 

fall has two special categories: Sports and Spanish. The three schools with the most 

overall submissions will win $1,000 (with a minimum of 25 entries). 

The Fall 2018 contest will be open for submissions until October 1! 

For more information on CRI or to submit an entry, visit www.createrealimpact.com, 

or email us at createrealimpact@teendrivers.org 

Attend an Upcoming Training 
9/4/18 - What Do You Consider Lethal? Train-the-Trainers, Salt Lake City, Utah 

9/19/18 - What Do You Consider Lethal? Train-the-Trainers, San Rafael, CA 

9/20/18 - Impact Teen Drivers Middle School Curriculum Webinar, Austin, TX 

9/30/18 - What Do You Consider Lethal? & Are We Living in a Dream World? Lead-the-Leader, Bozeman, MT 

 

Reduce Teen Driver Crash Frequency & Severity 
with ADEPT’s teenSMART Program 
 

 

 

Advanced Drivers Education Products and Training, INC. (ADEPT)’s teenSMART program incorporates 
computer-based learning with Parent-Teen activities, and in-car exercises to teach teen drivers critical driving 
skills to keep themselves safe. Large scale studies of teenSMART have demonstrated the effectiveness of the 

program, with teens who complete the program having “up to 30% fewer collisions & 51% fewer 
bodily injury claims than teens who do not complete the program”. Help ensure the safety of your teen 
driver, along with all drivers on the road by completing the teenSMART program with them (and potentially earn 
a discount on your insurance as well!). 

Learn more about teenSMART at: https://www.teensmartdriving.com/ 

Parents are the Key 

Parents role model driving behavior for their children 

well before they are thinking about getting behind the 

wheel, which is why it is critical to make sure you 

practice the safe driving habits you want your teen to 

develop. Check out the CDC’s Parents are the Key 

to Safe Teen Drivers campaign at: https://

www.cdc.gov/parentsarethekey/parents/

index.html  to learn about teens greatest risks 

and to keep up to date on your state’s laws! 

Keep up on Recalls  

School is back in session but summer temperatures 

linger. High temperatures and humidity can be 

problematic– make sure your new driver is safe year 

round by checking your vehicles for recalls and 

following any accompanying safety 

recommendations. For more information on recalls, 

visit: https://www.nhtsa.gov/recalls. 

Timely Topics 

How do your State’s GDL Laws Compare? 

Graduated Driver Licensing Laws exist to gradually introduce teen drivers to the two statistically highest risk 

situations they face while driving: driving with passengers and nighttime driving.  The Governors’ Highway 

Safety Association (GHSA) recommends the following as the best GDL practice: 

A Learners Stage that begins no earlier than 16 years old, lasts a minimum of 6 months, with 30-50 hours 

of practice with a parent/guardian.  

An Intermediate Stage that lasts until 18 years old, with nighttime restrictions beginning at 9:00-10:00pm, 

and allows only one teen passenger. 

To learn more about GDL and how your state’s laws compare, visit: https://www.ghsa.org/state-laws/issues/

teen%20and%20novice%20drivers. 

Selecting the Best Driving School 

Everyone remembers the first time they learned to drive. This can be a magically positive experience or a 

terrifying one. To be sure the experience fulfills your desired expectations, the lesson must be conducted in a 

safe and prudent manner with a highly qualified driving instructor. This is why it is so important to choose wisely 

and not just by selecting the cheapest school out there. 

 

Beginning with a strong foundation by properly learning the rules of the road is key. Although an online driver 

education course can be convenient, it usually does not offer the same educationally rich experience that would 

be received in the classroom. 

 

Here is what to look for in a driving school: 

A well-established business with a physical location. 

Professional and experienced driving instructors who use current and effective teaching methods while 

remaining calm to ensure students learn in a safe and relaxed environment. 

Newer model vehicles that are well maintained for safe instruction. 

To ensure you make the best selection, do your homework by calling around, check reviews on Google/Yelp 

and ask friends and family for referrals with the schools they have used. 

 

Ryan Stack 

Operator/Instructor 

Behind the Wheel Driving 

 

For more information on how to best teach your teen to drive, go to: 

http://btwdrivingschool.com/tips-to-teach-new-drivers/  

http://btwdrivingschool.com/tips-to-teach-new-drivers/

