
    School 
Campus Safety NEWS & 

     Although it may be a stark reality 
for those of us who dislike the cold, 
winter is coming; and, while winter 
doesn’t officially start until 
December 21, winter weather is 
already upon us.  With this in mind, 
schools and colleges alike should be 
preparing for winter weather, 
reviewing their inclement weather 
policies, and promoting safe winter 
practices. 
     For K-12 schools, preparing for 
winter weather includes many 
concerns, among which are 
transportation, school closings, 
dismissing early, and even sheltering 
in place should the weather prove 
too dangerous for students to return 
home.  But those concerns are 
readily apparent.  Schools must 
consider other, more easily 
overlooked, concerns.  What will the 
protocol be if students are away at a 
school event or function when 
severe weather strikes?  If sheltering 
in place, does the school nurse have 
several days worth of medicine for 
students who have prescriptions?   Do 
bus drivers have training on how to 
respond should they become stranded in 
a storm with students?  What if a student 
or students are injured but emergency 
services cannot respond immediately?  
Schools must consider these and other 
potential issues when planning for winter 
weather emergencies. 
      Furthermore, having contingency 
plans in place will not only afford a 
smoother response to inclement 
weather, but can also provide students 
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reassurance when they know and 
understand the plans.  Even more 
reassuring to students is the knowledge that 
the person in charge knows how to respond.      
     While higher education institutions share 
some of the same concerns as their K-12 
counterparts, there are additional concerns 
to take into account.  For example, while 
not having to worry  as much about bussing 
students, college campuses can have miles 
of walkways to attend to.  They also face a 
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larger, more ethnically diverse 
student population that may not be 
familiar with the weather in the area.  
And, in moving away from home, 
there is always the possibility 
students forget to pack appropriate 
seasonal clothing and may lack the 
funding to buy new attire. 
     Additional concerns arise when 
considering residence halls.  Even if 
colleges close due to inclement 
weather, plans still must be made to 
ensure the safety of those living on 
campus.  For example, what plans 
are in place if severe weather creates 
a power outage and neither 
electricians nor the utility company 
can respond?  And, although many 
students keep food in their rooms, 
do they have enough to tide them 
over should they be campus bound?  
Are resources readily accessible, 
even in severe weather, if they don’t 
have enough supplies?  In addition to 
those living on campus, what about 
commuters who get trapped there? 

     Outside of ensuring emergency plans 
are in place, one way to avoid 
unnecessary danger during inclement 
weather is to familiarize staff and 
students with winter preparedness.  The 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency’s 
(IEMA) website is filled with 
preparedness information, including 
several resources and tips for winter 
weather preparedness.  Among those 
resources is IEMA’s Winter Weather 
Preparedness Guide.  The 10-page guide 
includes statistical information on winter 
weather in Illinois; winter weather terms 

The Illinois Emergency Management Agency’s Winter 

Weather Preparedness Guide provides vital information 

on preparing for inclement weather and cold temperatures. 

https://www.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/winter_storm_preparedness_guidebook.pdf


 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

January  

National Mentoring Month  

Human Trafficking Awareness Month 

February  

Teen Dating Violence Awareness 
Month 

March  

Youth Art Month 

April  

National Child Abuse Prevention 
Month 

May  

National Bike Month 

National Mobility Awareness Month 

Basic Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

January 20 - St. Charles 

February 2 - Carterville 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

March 3 - St. Charles 

Understanding and Planning for School  
Bomb Incidents 

January 20 and March 3 - St. Charles 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

 

     The findings of the Committee on the 
Biological and Psychosocial Effects of Peer 
Victimization: Lessons for Bullying 
Prevention are presented in the newly 
released report Preventing Bullying 
Through Science, Policy, and Practice.  
     According to the report, the committee 
was established and given the task “to 
undertake a study of what is known and 
what needs to be known to further the field 
of preventing bullying behavior,” including 
research on the biological, physiological, 
and psychosocial consequences; the factors 
influencing the dynamics between victims 
and bullys; and factors relating to resiliency. 
     The last chapter of the report includes 
the Committee’s seven recommendations, 
among which are: the need for “a 
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     Illinois School and Campus 
Safety Program Manager Eric 
Arnold presented at the Regional 
Office of Education #30 County 
Teacher Institute at Carbondale 
High School on October 7, 2016.  
Arnold presented “Working 
Together for School and Campus 
Safety” during a breakout session 
to a group from the Institute’s 
approximately 2,000 attendees. 
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https://iletsbei.com/docs/2016-9-13-AA990-flyer.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/read/23482/chapter/1


 Updating the Campus Emergency 

Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the Campus 

Emergency Operations Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Illinois Colleges and Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Higher Education Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 

Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 

Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for School 

Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Higher Education Institutions 

March 21-23 - Carl Sandburg College, Galesburg 

April 3-5 - Waubonsee Community College, Sugar Grove 

Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

January 11 - Illinois State University, Normal 

Upcoming  
Higher Ed Safety 
Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Campus Climate and Sexual Victimization 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

     The Bureau 
of Justice 
Statistics (BJS) 
has released 
the Campus 
Climate Survey 
Validation 
Study Final 
Technical 
Report.  Funded by the Office of Violence 
Against Women, BJS created the Campus 
Climate Survey Validation Study (CCSVS).  
According to the final report, “the 
purpose of the CCSVS was to develop and 
test a survey instrument and 
methodology for efficiently collecting 
valid school-level data on campus climate 
and sexual victimization.”  
     The goals of pilot test included: Goal 1 
- Development of the Survey; Goal 2 - 
Relatively High Response Rates and 
Quality Data, and Prevalence Estimates of 
Sexual Assault Within the Desired Level of 
Precision; and Goal 3 - Implemented a 
Methodology in a Standardized Manner 
that Allows for Cross-school Comparisons 

and Produces Results in Which Schools 
have Confidence.  According to the final 
report, the pilot test proved to be 
successful in achieving all the goals and 
resulted in over 23,000 undergraduate 
students completing the survey.  
However, the final report also discusses 
areas for improvement, including the 
survey itself and methods of data 
collection. 
    For more information on the 
background, data collection, 
methodology, data assessment, and 
survey results, the Campus Climate 
Survey Validation Study Final Technical 
Report can be viewed at bjs.gov 

Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, or Department? 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program offers a variety of 
free courses and training upon request.  To learn more about the 
courses available, to view scheduled courses, and to request a 
course for your area, visit our page on the Ready Illinois website or 
contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 

http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ccsvsftr.pdf
http://www.illinois.gov/ready/plan/Pages/schools-training.aspx


 

The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois 

University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ 

to learn more about 

requesting a course, view 

a webinar, or take a 

course online. 

Visit the following links for winter 
weather safety and preparedness tips.  

Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency -  Winter Storms 

Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency - Winter Weather 
Preparedness Guide 

Illinois Department of Public Health - 
Weathering Winter 

American Red Cross - Winter Storm 
Preparedness 

American Red Cross - Winter Storm 
Safety Checklist 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and 
preparedness training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and 
recover from an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a 
digital copy of our brochure. 

consistent definition of bullying,” 
gathering data on types of bullying and its 
frequency, creating and monitoring 
“evidence-based programs to address 
bullying behavior,” bullying prevention 
training, and even having social media 
sites develop and promote policies on 
bullying. 
     Preventing Bullying Through Science, 
Policy, and Practice also discusses the 

need for further research in order to 
address bullying.  The report lists specific 
categories and the research needed in 
each, all in an effort to understand 
bullying and learn the best pathways for 
its prevention. 
     Read the report or the report brief at: 
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/
DBASSE/BCYF/Science_on_Bullying/
index.htm  

used by the National Weather Service; 
lists for creating emergency supply kits; 
information for 
schools, travelers, 
farmers; and 
more. 
     When it comes 
to winter weather 
safety, 
preparedness is 
key.  According to 
the Winter 
Weather 
Preparedness 
Guide, “182 
people have died 
from exposure to cold temperatures in 
Illinois since 1997” and “winter driving 

conditions contribute to an average of 
27,879 vehicle crashes, 4,338 injuries and 

49 fatalities each 
year.”  
     While 
preparing for 
inclement 
weather can’t 
prevent all winter 
weather 
emergencies, 
using safe 
practices and 
knowing how to 
respond in the 
event of disaster 

will help ensure the safety of students 
and staff.     
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http://wiu.edu/
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/hazards/pages/winterstorms.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/winter_storm_preparedness_guidebook.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/winter_storm_preparedness_guidebook.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/SiteCollectionDocuments/IDPH_WinterGuide.pdf
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/winter-storm#About
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/winter-storm#About
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4240231_WinterStorms.pdf
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4240231_WinterStorms.pdf

