
 
 
7 June 2017 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my first year as the St. Francis Xavier School librarian.  
My goal was to expose your students to quality literature and encourage them to be 
inquisitive and responsible researchers and writers.   
 
Over the course of the year, we used primary texts and digital resources to enrich 
what students were learning in the classroom.   We also read books from the 
Monarch, Bluestem and Caudill award lists; learned how to avoid plagiarism and 
properly cite sources; and used literary terms when talking about books.    Among 
many topics covered, we celebrated Chinese New Year; learned what the symbols on 
the Chicago flag meant; discovered how the Ferris Wheel was invented; and 
researched the Seven Wonders of the World.  A highlight for me was researching 
SFX history with our newly-graduated 8th grade class.  Who could have guessed 
there were so many things to discover in our little school library! 
 
Now that summer is upon us, students will have lots of extra time to read some 
great books.  In order to encourage reading, I have helped the 4th – 8th grade 
language arts teachers select required summer reading books for students 
entering their grades.  Teachers in 1st – 3rd grades have compiled a list of 
recommended books for their incoming students.    Please see the attached 
documents for details. 
 
In addition, all students have been encouraged to participate in the reading 
programs offered at their local public libraries.  A great place to begin is with the 
2018 Readers’ Choice Award lists.  The Monarch (K-2nd), Bluestem (3rd – 5th) and 
Rebecca Caudill (6th – 8th) lists are attached to this email.    I’ve encouraged 
students to include their parents in the discussion about which books to read 
from these lists, as the reading levels and topics vary greatly.    Students will 
have the opportunity to participate in these programs again next school year and 
vote for their favorite book in the spring. 
 
I hope you all enjoy a wonderful summer vacation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katie Filbin 
SFX School Librarian 


