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The Lord has created a wonderful 
world. The heavens and the earth 
and everything in between have 

been made in such a miraculous manner 
that they proclaim the handiwork of the 
Creator. There is nothing more magnificent 
than the grandiose vastness of space. There 
is nothing more fantastically fashioned than 
a strand of human DNA. Despite those who 
say that these exist as a result of the roll of 
the dice in a cosmic crap game, it is clear 
that the design and creative power of the 
divine word of God is the key. This amazing 
creation has been spoken into existence by 
an amazing God.

What makes this God even more amazing 
is that once He created this wonder, He 
actually trusted humanity with stewardship 
of it. Human beings, prior to the first 

stewardship crisis that we see in Genesis 
3, were held in the highest regard by the 
Creator. Not only did He speak this creative 
wonder into existence, the Lord then spoke 
into being those to whom He would 
entrust all of this wonder. He made them 
male and female in His image. Our Lord 
trusted humanity to care for creation as  
an extension and reflection of His will. 

A Shattered Trust
But as we know, that trust was violated. Man 
and woman reached out to own that which 
had only been given for them to steward. 
They claimed ownership over this perfect 
creation that was not theirs to own. With this 
trust shattered, everything else was shattered. 
The creature could no longer be in the 
presence of the Creator without fear of death. 

The Stewardship of Trust
The creatures themselves, designed to be in 
perfect harmony with the Lord, each other, 
and the creation had their perfect relationship 
shattered. Even the perfect creation would 
languish under the burden of the curse that 
was not its own making. This would cause 
the creation to work against the stewards 
who were still to manage it in their fallen 
state. These consequences resulted from the 
violated trust of the Owner by the stewards. 

Since trust played a huge role in the created 
task of stewardship, is it any wonder that 
even to this day trust plays a substantial 
role in congregational stewardship? 
Individual and congregational stewardship 
is completely linked to trust. The first level 
of trust is trust in the Lord. The second 
level of trust is the trust that the individual 
stewards have in those who are tasked with 

Man and woman 
reached out to own that 
which had only been given 
for them to steward. 
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fatherly, divine goodness of the Lord. This 
lack of trust is really unbelief and can lead to 
eternal consequences. Because of the grace 
of God revealed in Jesus Christ’s death and 
resurrection, it doesn’t have to. But it can. 

Steward leaders are called to teach a 
stewardship of trust! This stewardship of 
trust needs to be proclaimed from the pulpit 
and taught in Bible classes on a regular 
basis. The people in the pews and classes 
may initially feel uneasy about this teaching, 
but it is critical. This teaching is about the 
stewardship of trust. It is far too easy for 
the rush of life and the demands of time 
and resources that fall on families in this 
ever-busier world for believers to lose their 
way and fall into mistrust. God’s Word of 
promises made and kept is the only corrective 
for this kind of forgotten trust. God proves 
to be faithful toward His stewards even when 
their lives are far less than faithful. One need 
only to look at the way the gracious Lord 
handled the faithless stewardship of Israel. 
While His people failed so many times, the 
Lord never failed them. Modern stewards 
are no more faithful than Israel ever was. 
The Lord will never fail even today. On this a 
well-catechized steward can trust! 

being steward leaders in the congregation. 
This two-fold trust is a must if faithful 
stewardship is to be cultivated among 
God’s people. 

Stewardship is a  
Mark of Trust
Steward leaders are given the task of 
teaching stewardship as a matter of trust. 
Our stewardship really is a mark of the 
trust the steward has in the Lord. The First 
Article of the Creed confesses that the Lord 
is the One who has not only made house, 
home, wife, children, land, animals and all 
I have, but it is The Lord who has given all 
these gifts to support this body and life. 
This trust in the Lord captures the essence 
of stewardship. Stewardship is a trust in 
the Lord to provide all things needed to 
live and be faithful stewards of the world. 
When a steward fails in the divine task of 
stewardship, it is really a lack of trust in the 
Lord’s ability to provide. This is an echo 
of the first stewardship crisis when man 
and woman bought into the devilish lie 
that God was holding out on them. When 
modern stewards hold out from the Lord, 
they are exhibiting a lack of trust in the 

The Gift of Trust
The steward leader also has another task in 
the stewardship of trust. Steward leaders 
have no control over the response of the 
other stewards that the Lord has gathered 
in the congregation. They can only be 
instruments in the hand of the Holy Spirit 
in leading people to trust in the Lord. There 
is however, an active role in the stewardship 
of trust for steward leaders. They are tasked 
with the stewardship of trust as they manage 
the resources which the Lord provides to the 
local congregation. This gift of trust on the 
part of the congregation towards the steward 
leader is a real responsibility. 

The cultivation of this trust is essential 
for steward leaders in the congregation. 
Untrustworthy congregational stewardship 
can destroy the trust of the individual 
steward and inhibit their overall stewardship. 
This violation of stewardship trust happens 
when congregations carelessly spend money 
without a thought to the consequence of 
debt. A pastor once said to his board of 
directors, “I can’t ask Grandma Schmidt 
to be a better steward until we prove to 
be faithful stewards with what the Lord 

Stewardship is a trust in the Lord to 
provide all things needed to live and 
be faithful stewards of the world.



March 2017  Page 3StewardCAST

StewardCAST is published 
monthly by: 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
1333 S. Kirkwood Road
St. Louis, MO  63122
888-THE LCMS (843-5267)
infocenter@lcms.org
lcms.org/stewardship

StewardCAST may be reprinted with 
acknowledgment given to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.

•  President of the Synod: 
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison

•   Executive Director,  
Office of National Mission: 
Rev. Bart Day

•  Author: 
Rev. Nathan Meador 
Pastor, St. John Lutheran Church, 
Plymouth, Wis.

•  Coordinator: 
Robbie Clasen

•  Designer:  
Lisa Moeller

How to Subscribe 
To subscribe to StewardCAST, 
register online at lcms.org/enews. 
Select StewardCAST from among the 
“Stewardship and Giving” newsletters.

Support LCMS  
Global Mission Fund
Your gift to the Global Mission Fund 
impacts people around the world and 
in our own backyard through acts of 
Christian compassion, wherever the need 
is greatest at the time the gift is made. 
Gifts are used exclusively to support  
Synod’s Witness, Mercy, Life Together 
work at home and abroad.

PHOTO: LIGHTSTOCK

GIVE NOW

has already provided to the congregation.” 
Only through transparency and accuracy 
in financial reporting can trust in overall 
congregational stewardship be fostered. 
Any hint of impropriety is a violation of this 
trust. Anything that hides or obfuscates is a 
violation of trust. Steward leaders are tasked 
with stewardship of the congregational trust 
in the way that resources are handled. 

The Task of the Church
This can also be done on the other side 
of the equation, too. If steward leaders in 
the congregation are so miserly or short-
sighted that they do not seek out and invest 
resources in new ministries, a violation of 
trust has also taken place. The Bible is very 
clear that the Church is to be about the task 
of making disciples. This is nothing more 
than stewardship of the Gospel. When 
steward leaders are unwilling to reasonably 
look for new opportunities for sharing the 
Gospel with the community, even if it is 
for the sake of institutional survival, this 

is a violation of the stewardship of trust. 
Steward leaders are stewards of the trust of 
the congregation when it comes to being the 
people of God assembled around Word and 
Sacrament for the sake of the community. 

This stewardship of trust can be a huge 
burden. But the steward leader can find 
great comfort in the fact that their service is 
being led by the Holy Spirit! Steward leaders 
can trust in God’s actions to lead and forgive 
when steward leadership falters. Trust is 
a major component of stewardship. It is a 
gift from God to be guarded by both the 
individual Christian and the steward leader. 
When trust falters, the work of the Gospel 
is impaired. When it is restored by God’s 
grace, it leads to amazing results. On this 
you can trust!

But the steward 
leader can find 
great comfort in 
the fact that their 
service is being led 
by the Holy Spirit! 
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