
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 
Stewardship Ministry 
 
March 2018 Newsletter Article 
 
Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary to China, is reported to have said, “God’s work, 
done in God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s way, we need to know His Holy Word. Or 
to say it another way: you need to know your Bible.  
 
St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to be taken captive to the 
obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).  
 
Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters because the Scriptures matter. And the Scriptures matter be-
cause this is where we learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be brought into line with the 
teaching of Scripture so that our work is what God wants done and so that we do this work in His way. 
 
A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made good trees in holy baptism. 
We are fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing God’s Word preached and 
taught in sermon and Bible Class and in receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s Sup-
per. Remember your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will be taken captive to 
the obedience of Christ.  
 
Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that God does provide. The 
Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out reminds us that the Lord 
is the giver of our daily bread, and that we are to gives thanks for His daily provision of it.  
 
God is rarely early and never late in His work, as Abraham learned, “on the mount of the Lord it will be 
provided” (Gen. 22:14). The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return. Thus, we set aside for the 
work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God has given to us. This act of 
trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of our faith in Him.  
 
When budgetary discussions pop up, our natural reaction is to point fingers. But remember your doc-
trine, and what your mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural reaction is not always right. 
In fact, when our thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, our first reaction should be repentance.  
 
It should raise questions in our own lives. As good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should 
ask whether our thoughts are taken captive by obedience to Christ. Have we given generously? Have we 
given our first-fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron. 16:9).  
 
God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due season. He has not left you 
as orphans, but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. Remember this, letting this 
thought dwell in you richly. And you will then be rich toward others.   


