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“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the ear-
nestness of others.  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9). 
 
Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth to 
demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this because giving gener-
ously is a gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  
 
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete ear-
nestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In 
other words, just as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit 
through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.  
 
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, 
but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one 
more thing to check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy 
that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.  
 
On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling 
in giving is a sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well.  
 
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He 
was rich, He became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, 
and death of our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to 
the church.  
 
And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous 
giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward 
the gracious work of the church.  
 
Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart 
has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible 
Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the Divine Service.  
 
Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will 
strengthen your faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.  


