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 Advent, which begins December 3 and ends Christmas Day, is a time to prepare ourselves anew 
for the coming of Jesus Christ to our lives and our world.  This year our world seems particularly 
tumultuous, going crazy.  Advent and Christmas should not be an escape from the world, but a time of 
proclaiming and experiencing how God is breaking into our affairs, to help us.  How does the coming of 
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, rescue us and our world? 
 
 In our highly polarized society, let me mention one area where I feel we need Christ to open up 
new ways of discussing and seeing.  My pastoral concern has to do with guns and gun violence.  Recent 
events have gotten my attention, once again… the Las Vegas assassination of fifty-plus outdoor concert-
goers with over five hundred casualties by one shooter using a bump-stock that transformed his 
weapons into virtual machine guns… the Sutherland, Texas church shooting where a man toting an 
automatic rifle killed twenty-six worshippers including a pregnant woman and children that cried… and 
the almost daily litany of… “man (and it seems always to be a male) is involved in domestic or work 
dispute, gets his guns together, goes and shoots up his former girlfriend, wife, family, workplace, or 
church(?), then kills himself… and the news story goes… “police are looking for motives, neighbors can’t 
believe it,” some organizations say,  “the only protection is for all the ‘good guys’ to have guns”… and 
bump stocks sell out at gun stores.   
 
 My question: Why must “Second Amendment Rights” dominate all other constitutional 
objectives such as “insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general 
welfare…” (Preamble to the US Constitution)?  Why must I, Jeffrey Kistler, now go about my daily 
business having to assume, until proven otherwise, that practically everyone has a loaded gun… and that 
if they are angry, become angry, or feel threatened by me (if I cause an auto accident, or even if I’m 
involved in an accident, for example) they might feel justified in using their weapon?  Daily I now have to 
assume that people I meet are afraid.  I have to deal with that load of fear.  Guns at the saturation level 
in the USA feed an upward cycle of fear and violence. 
 
 In response, people say: “inviolate second amendment rights”, “if they take away one gun, they’ll 
take them all”, “no controls on guns will help stop violence.”  In contrast, I  believe there are sensible 
steps that most of us can agree should be taken to define more appropriate boundaries of gun 
ownership.  (See James Atwood’s book, Gundamentalism.) 
 
 I would like to sit down with folks of all persuasions and discuss Guns in America.  I’d like to have 
a civil, Christian dialogue, after New Year.  It’s a major issue in our time in our society, and it affects the 
Church.  Please see me if you are interested and willing to sit down.   
 
 Rest assured, this will be my only communication on this topic and request.  I’m not going to 
mention it in worship, sermons or announcements.  But it is important, something for us all to think and 
pray and lift up to God in Advent.   
 

Have a blessed Advent, preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, into our 
lives and world. 



 
Your UCC Interim Pastor, 
Jeffrey 
 


