
The PNEC will host a day of Education  

with Martha Spong. Save the date on February 14th with a snow date of 
February 21st. We will gather at St. John's Fullerton from 9 a.m. until 3. 

     Power and Place in Women's Stories" will take a deep and wondering look at the 
stories of the women who anoint Jesus, as well as where we figure in our own stories. 

     Mark tells a story in the macro; the woman has revolutionary social courage, 
performing a political action with global implications. Why, then, in Luke, is her nature 
changed, her act reduced to subservience, her action's place in the gospel changed 
entirely? Here we learn what the powers do by misdirection. Then in John, written later, we find the story 
in the micro - a family story, still subversive, with the previously anonymous act carried out by a known 
quantity. And what of Matthew's villain? 

     We will look, too, at our own lives and place ourselves in our stories.  Where have we been 
subversive? When have we needed courage? Who do we call villains? Why do we let others tell our 
stories for us? 

     Martha Spong is the Executive Director of RevGalBlogPals and a pastor in the United Church of 
Christ. A writer and a clergy coach, she has served churches of various sizes and situations as both an 
interim and settled pastor. The editor of There's a Woman in the Pulpit: Christian Clergywomen Share 
Their Hard Days, Holy Moments and the Healing Power of Humor (SkyLight Paths, 2015), she is currently 
at work on a book telling her story of living faithfully with a chronic illness. 

 


