
 
 
 
June 21, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael Bishop  
711 E. Grand River Avenue, Suite A 
Brighton, MI 48116 
 
Dear Representative Bishop, 
 
As you deliberate this summer on the Increasing Opportunity through Evidence-Based Home 
Visiting Act (H.R. 2824), which reauthorizes the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home 
Visiting program (MIECHV), Michigan’s Children would like to thank you for your strong 
interest in making sure the law preserves and extends its array of excellent services to all who 
need it. We applaud the urgent, bipartisan leadership shown by your and the Ways and Means 
Committee, which comes at a time when leadership is sorely needed. 
 
Home visiting programs are working for families in Michigan. Families who choose to enroll see 
results as demonstrated in multiple recent reports.  Michigan’s seven home visiting models and 
hundreds of program sites have helped connect women and children to health care ensuring 
healthy pregnancies and improved well-child visits, they have demonstrated reduced tobacco use 
and child maltreatment rates for enrolled families, and they have helped those families access 
more education and child development service referrals.  
 
We thank you for pursuing a five-year re-authorization, adding stability to the lives of many care 
providers and families and creating a space for innovation. We also appreciate how the current 
bill leaves the sufficiently flexible yet rigorous MIECHV framework largely intact. After 
reviewing the legislation, we would like to urge you to consider the following changes to 
improve and strengthen the bill’s impact on child outcomes: 
 
Provide additional resources to meet more families in need  
Many areas in Michigan have not yet seen the benefit of MIECHV. In many communities, 
including Ingham, Livingston, and Oakland Counties, families have limited opportunities to 
access home visiting and the coaching and support it provides.  We strongly urge the committee 
to reconsider simply extending the current funding level and help us find ways to enhance the 
funding and the reach.  Also, currently MIECHV is subject to sequestration, and lost 6.9% of its 
funds in FY2017, a $26 million drop. When MIECHV is subject to sequestration, families in 
need will suffer for federal events far from home. We would appreciate your considering ways to 
mitigate or eliminate these losses in the reauthorization. 
 
Preserve the existing clear, rigorous program standards 
MIECHV is already the gold-standard for standards-based federal legislation. The current 
standard requires years of research and evaluation to justify a program’s inclusion on the list of 
eligible models. Adding a tier in between the existing two tiers will only warp the clear quality 
improvement incentives laid out in existing law and simply creates an unnecessary distinction. 



Furthermore, Michigan’s state home visiting accountability act, Public Act 291 of 2012, already 
requires state or federal funding for home visiting to support evidence-based programs. We 
recommend that you consider restoring existing MIECHV statute and amending the current bill.  
 
Eliminate or modify the state match provision 
While money from an assortment of state health and education appropriations flows to home 
visiting programs, it is uncertain which funding would be eligible for match under the current 
proposal.  If MIECHV requires states to match the federal investment with new funding, there is 
little evidence that the Michigan legislature is willing to appropriate a sufficient amount to keep 
the federal grant. It is also unclear if Michigan’s current commitment could be considered in 
aggregate or if funding would have to be shifted to specific programs, if so it could require 
redirection of state funding from established programs and communities the state has prioritized  
 
Revisit the Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Benchmark 
We have concerns that the new family economic self- sufficiency benchmark (“measures of 
employment, earnings, and receipt of means-tested benefits…”) contradicts the benchmark that 
pertains to improvements in coordination and referrals to other community resources and 
supports. Home visitors are trained to support families through mentoring, education, and when 
appropriate, referrals for additional assistance like mental health services or job training. The 
new language may undermine the efforts of home visitors to leverage existing community 
resources to improve family stability. Additionally, collecting data on these measures will make 
development of a trusted relationship between the home visitor and parent harder to achieve, 
ultimately limiting the core outcomes the home visiting program was designed to achieve. 
 
Support MIECHV effectiveness by supporting other essential programs 
MIECHV is innovative because of its focus on connecting families and leveraging existing 
federal social supports. While it’s key to adequately fund MIECHV itself, it’s equally important 
that Congress maintains the other social supports upon which most families enrolled in home 
visiting programs rely. Families in MIECHV programs benefit from the opportunities afforded 
by 21st Century Learning Communities and IDEA; the security provided by SNAP and the 
federally-funded foster care; and nearly all receive their health care through Medicaid, which 
itself provides significant funding to many of Michigan’s own home visiting programs. 
 
Again, we thank you for your efforts to improve the lives of all children in Michigan, including 
at the very beginning of their lives, through supporting home visiting programs. As you move 
forward, we urge you to keep those children and their families in mind. We want to be a resource 
and connection to the Michigan home visiting community. Please do not hesitate to let us know 
if we can answer any questions as you deliberate. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matthew Gillard    Amy U. Zaagman 
President & CEO    Executive Director 
Michigan’s Children    Michigan Council for Maternal and Child Health 


