
 
October 24, 2016 
 
 
CIRCULAR LETTER 2016-23 
 
INTERIM APPROVAL – INTERSECTION BICYCLE BOX 
           
COUNTY ENGINEERS / SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS   
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS / DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS / MAYORS 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS – DIRECTORS 
TOWNSHIP HIGHWAY COMMISSIONERS 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
 
On October 12, 2016 The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued an interim approval 
for optional use of intersection bicycle boxes. Please see the attached memorandum from the 
FHWA for details of the interim approval for intersection bicycle boxes. 
 
Local agencies electing to utilize intersection bicycle box shall request permission, in writing, 
from the Office of Transportation Operations, to use this interim approval as described in 
Paragraphs 14 through 22 of Section 1A.10 of the MUTCD and must agree to the conditions 
below: 
 
1. Comply with the technical conditions detailed in the attached memorandum;  
2. Maintain an inventory list of all locations where bicycle boxes are installed;  
3. Comply with the requirements of Item D of Paragraph 18 of Section1A.10 of the MUTCD 

regarding restoration of the sites and termination of use. 
4. Requests to the FHWA for permission to use this feature can be submitted via e-mail to 

MUTCDofficalrequest@dot.gov (preferred), or if an email request is not possible a written 
interim approval request can be submitted to: 

 
Office of Transportation Operations,  
HOTO-1, Federal Highway Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20590 
 
Please contact the Local Policy Unit by telephone at (217) 785-5048 or by email at 
DOT.LocalPolicy@illinois.gov with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Maureen E. Kastl, P.E. 
Acting Engineer of Local Roads and Streets 
 
TP/tw 
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Attachment IA-18-1

Intersection Stop Line

Legend
Direction of travel

10 ft MIN.

Advance Stop Line

R3-7R

R4-4

See MUTCD Sec. 2B.20

See MUTCD Sec. 9B.05



Attachment IA-18-2

10 ft MIN.

R10-6a

R10-11a*

* Place in accordance with Section 2B.54

Pedestrian Signal with
Countdown Display
(required where bicycle box
crosses more than one lane)

R3-7bP
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R3-7bP
Issued 10/11/2016

R3-7bP
EXCEPT BICYCLES (PLAQUE)
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