
Questions Regarding Behavior Analyst Licensure in Texas 
 

NOTE: This information is provided as a free, educational public service by the TxABA 
Public Policy Group, a nonprofit, nongovernmental organization addressing public policy 
issues important to behavior analysts in Texas. The information provided here reflects our 
best current understandings of the issues and is subject to revision as additional information 
becomes available. This information is not legal advice. The TxABA Public Policy Group 
assumes no enforceable responsibility or liability for this information. 

 
1.  What law established licensure of behavior analysts in Texas? Where can I 
find a copy of it to read for myself? 
 The law establishing behavior analyst licensure in Texas is Senate Bill (SB) 589 
passed by the 85th Texas Legislature, signed by Governor Greg Abbott on 06/15/17. 
A copy of the final version of the bill- the Enrolled version- is available at no cost at;
 http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/text.aspx?LegSess=85R&Bill=SB589 
 
2. When does the behavior analyst licensure law go into effect? 
 The law actually goes into effect September1, 2017. At that point, the Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR), the state agency issuing behavior 
analyst licensing will officially begin the work of developing the behavior analyst 
licensing mechanisms, board, procedures, application, and application process. 
 
3. What has to occur before behavior analyst licenses will be issued? 
 Here's a summary provided by Courtney Hoffman, legislative consultant and 
lobbyist for the TxABA Public Policy Group: 

In July, 2017, the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation will publish a page on 
their website for behavior analysts.  In August, 2017, they will take applications for the 
Advisory Committee that will be named in September. Then that body will begin 
working with TDLR to write rules which must be completed by April 1, 2018. There will 
be postings of the rules and public hearings as part of that process.  Then the actual 
licensing will begin.  Practitioner behavior analysts will need to have the license by 
September 1, 2018 in order to practice. 

 
4. When will behavior analyst licenses begin being issued? 
 A specific date has not as yet been set, but according to the law it will be 
between April 1, 2018 and September 1, 2018. 
 
5. How will official information regarding licensure of behavior analysts be 
available? 
 The TDLR will establish a publicly available, free webpage in July, 2017 
regarding behavior analysis. 
  
 



6. When will behavior analyst licenses be required? 
 The law specifies that behavior analysts in Texas must be licensed beginning on 
September 1, 2018. 
 
7. What will I have to do to become a licensed behavior analyst in Texas? 
 To be a Licensed Behavior Analyst in Texas, a person must have the BCBA or 
BCBA-D credential from the BACB, submit an application (to be developed and made 
available), submit the required fee (to be determined), submit evidence of successful 
completion of a criminal background check, indication of ".... compliance with all 
professional, ethical, and disciplinary standards established by the certifying entity" 
(BACB)- procedures to be developed, and evidence of not being "... subject to any 
disciplinary action by the certifying entity," (BACB)- procedures to be developed. 
 To be a Licensed Assistant Behavior Analyst in Texas, the requirements are 
essentially the same as for a Licensed Behavior Analyst except that the person must 
possess the BCaBA credential. 
 
8. To become licensed under the Texas behavior analyst licensure law, will I 
have to take a test in addition to anything required by the BACB? 
 No 
 
9. Will Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analysts (BCaBAs) be licensed in 
Texas when the licensure law is fully in effective? 
 Yes 
 
10. When the Texas behavior analyst licensure law is fully in effect, will Board 
Certified Assistant Behavior Analysts (BCaBAs) be required to be licensed in 
Texas? 
 Yes 
 
11. Does the Texas behavior analyst licensure law have any impact on 
Registered Behavior Technicians?  
 No, other than requiring that the BCBAs and BCBaBAs supervising RBTs in 
Texas will have to be licensed.  
 
12. Who is exempt from the law?   

Other licensed professionals who have the training within their competency, 
family members and guardians, teachers, school employees, students, interns, 
fellows, individuals working with nonhumans, professors or researchers, or those 
from other states or jurisdictions. 
 
13. How will establishment of behavior analyst licensure in Texas impact 
Licensed Psychologists? What if they are BCBAs or BCBA-Ds? 



 The just passed state law establishing behavior analyst licensure in Texas (i.e., 
SB 589) includes an exemption for Licensed Psychologists in Texas, as well as other 
licensed professionals, such that they do not have to obtain a license as a behavior 
analyst to practice behavior analysis in Texas, given that their training and 
experience prepare them for competent provision of behavior analysis services. If a 
Licensed Psychologist with appropriate preparation provides behavior analysis 
services, including one with the BCBA or the BCBA-D credential, does not become a 
Licensed Behavior Analyst in Texas, they cannot call themself a Licensed Behavior 
Analyst, but they can continue to provide behavior analytic services.  A Licensed 
Psychologist in Texas (as well as any other licensed professional) can, of course, 
become a Licensed Behavior Analyst- they are not prohibited from doing so.  
 
14. How will establishment of behavior analyst licensure in Texas impact 
Licensed Psychological Associates? What if they are BCBAs? 
 The just passed state law establishing behavior analyst licensure in Texas (i.e., 
SB 589) includes an exemption for licensed professionals in Texas- including 
Licensed Psychological Associates, such that they do not have to obtain a license as a 
behavior analyst to practice behavior analysis in Texas, given that their training and 
experience prepare them for competent provision of behavior analysis services. In 
addition, any such Licensed Psychological Associate MUST continue to receive the 
supervision of a Licensed Psychologist as required for all Licensed Psychological 
Associates, given they are work as a Licensed Psychological Associate. If a Licensed 
Psychological Associate with appropriate preparation provides behavior analysis 
services, including one with the BCBA credential, but does not become a licensed 
behavior analyst in Texas, they cannot call themself a licensed behavior analyst, 
though they can continue to provide behavior analytic services (with the required 
supervision, of course, of a Licensed Psychologist).  A Licensed Psychological 
Associate in Texas (as well as any other licensed professional) can, of course, become 
a licensed behavior analyst- they are not prohibited from doing so. A Licensed 
Psychological Associate who becomes a Licensed Behavior Analyst possibly could 
practice independently as a Licensed Behavior Analyst BUT could NOT represent 
their behavior analytic services as done by a Licensed Psychological Associate. 
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