
It all starts 
with the turn 
of a page.



“”
All else  

being equal, 
I’d rather  

walk into a 
well-child visit 

without my 
stethoscope 
than without  

a book.
DIPESH NAVSARIA, MPH, MSLIS, MD



82% of the children we reach don’t have 

private insurance and are considered 

underserved.

We partner with medical providers, since  

90% of children visit a doctor each year. 

Parents who participate in Reach Out and 

Read Carolinas are more than TWICE AS 

LIKELY to read to their young children. 

FEWER WORDS are heard by 

low-income children  before age 3.

30,000,000

READING TO  
CHILDREN MAKES A  
HUGE DIFFERENCE.

CHILDREN who are read to 

during infancy and preschool 

years have better language skills 

when they start school and are 

more interested in reading.

PARENTS who spend time reading to their children create nurturing 

relationships — important for cognitive, language, and social-

emotional development.

SO WE’RE 
CHANGING 
THE STORY 

FOR THE 
BETTER.

OUR GOAL:  To serve all children in the 
Carolinas, starting with those in poverty.

TOO MANY  
KIDS ARE BEING 
LEFT BEHIND.

            of  
brain growth 
occurs before 
age 3.

80%



“”
Reach Out and 
Read Carolinas 
is foundational  
to supporting 
and engaging 
parents in the 

development of 
healthy minds 
and bodies for 

children.
RHETT MABRY, PRESIDENT 

THE DUKE ENDOWMENT



WE BUILD AND 
SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
THAT WORK. 

We know from experience what effective implementation looks like.  

In fact, Reach Out and Read Carolinas is leading the way by:

Creating metrics for assessing  

real-world results

Deploying a new system for  

analyzing data and targeting  

our technical assistance

Establishing strong partner 

relationships to maximize  

our impact

Engaging and  

training providers
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51,504 

WHICH LEADS 
TO MORE HAPPY 
ENDINGS.
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15,416

NC SC

305,294 
children served 

annually

406 
participating  
clinics and  
hospitals

1,301 
Reach Out and  
Read-trained  

medical providers  

NEW LOCATIONS
IN 2015

NEW CHILDREN 
IN 2015

COUNTIES 
SERVED

NORTH CAROLINA AND SOUTH CAROLINA



NOW WE’RE 
STARTING AN  
IMPORTANT NEW 
CHAPTER.

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, “Reading 

regularly with young children stimulates optimal patterns of 

brain development and strengthens parent-child relationships 

at a critical time in child development, which, in turn, builds 

language, literacy, and social-emotional skills that last a lifetime.” 

So as we expand our reach in the Carolinas, we’re also extending 

our model to support parents from the very first newborn doctor 

visit in every clinic we serve.

And we’re funding a study — led by 

award-winning researcher Dr. Anna 

Miller-Fitzwater, Assistant Professor 

of Pediatrics at Brenner Children’s 

Hospital at Wake Forest Baptist 

Medical Center — to document the 

power of starting to reach out and 

read from birth.
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Children’s language 
development 

accelerated by  

3-6 MONTHS.



IT’S ALL THANKS TO YOU.
A sincere thank you for volunteering your time, contributing your 

resources, and sharing your expertise. Because of you, 300,000 

children (and counting!) can look forward to the kinds of nurturing 

relationships that are so important for their cognitive, language,  

and social-emotional development.

SO WE CAN TELL 
EVEN MORE INSPIRING 
STORIES LIKE THESE.

WITH OUR PARTNER PASOS, we created 

Leyendo Juntos (Reading Together) and 

trained more than 60 South Carolina providers 

in using linguistically appropriate materials 

to encourage Latino parents and extended 

family members to read with their children.  

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH  

SMART START — involving 135 medical 

offices in 53 counties — we serve more than 

74,000 children and dramatically increase 

the number of families using a recommended 

reading strategy.

THROUGH THE ERIC ANDERSON  

WEIGEL MEMORIAL FUND, Larry and Jayne 

Weigel honor their son Eric, his love of reading, 

and his kind and generous spirit. They partner 

with two of our clinics in the Asheville area, 

making sure there are new books available for 

every child who comes in. “Literacy was such  

a big part of who Eric was,” said Jayne. “We’re 

grateful to have this collaboration — honoring 

Eric this way allows us to have a connection at 

the local level and know we’re impacting the 

lives of children in our community.”



“”
For many of 
our families, 

the books they 
receive through 
Reach Out and 
Read Carolinas 

are the only 
books in their 

home.
DR. DANIEL NEUSPIEL 

CAROLINAS HEALTH CARE

See where the story goes from here. 
Visit RORCarolinas.org


