
 

Mandatory Commercial Organics Recycling 

The California State Legislature passed Assembly Bill 1826 in 2014 which phases in new organics 
recycling requirements for businesses.   Over the next several years these requirements will be phased in 
to the help the state meet its goal of recycling 75% of its waste by 2020. Beginning January 1, 2016, cities 
across California were required to implement an organic waste recycling program to divert organic waste 
from businesses. 

What is organic waste? Organic waste is considered food scraps and food-soiled paper, green landscape 
and pruning waste including leaves and grass, and non-hazardous wood waste like wooden pallets or 
crates. 

As part of an ongoing education and outreach campaign about AB 1826, the City of Covina and Athens 
Services have reached out to many businesses to make them aware of this new law.  

If you are a business in Covina, here is what you need to know about AB 1826: 

 As of April 1, 2016 businesses who generate at least eight cubic yards of organic/food waste per 
week, are required to have a recycling program. 

 As of January 1, 2017 businesses who generate four cubic yards of organic/food waste per week 
are required to have a recycling program. 

     Beginning January 1, 2019 businesses who generate four cubic yards or more of solid waste per 

week, are required to have a recycling program. 

How can my business comply? 
 

     Source-separate organic waste from other waste and subscribe to an organic waste recycling 

service that specifically includes collection and recycling of organic waste. 

    Recycle organic waste onsite, or self-haul for organics recycling. 

    Subscribe to the Athens Services organic waste recycling service. 

    Don’t throw food away, donate it. 

Additional information about AB 1826 can be found at the State of California’s CalRecycle webpage 
on Mandatory Commercial Recycling or visiting the Athens Services’ webpage on AB 1826.  

 
 
Brian Johsz | Director of Gov. Affairs 
Athens Services SBC Office | 2151 E. Convention Center Way, Suite 211 | Ontario, CA 91764 
Office (626) 723-3742 
Email BJohsz@athensservices.com 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Recycle/Commercial/Organics/
http://www.athensservices.com/recycling-ab1826.html
mailto:BJohsz@athensservices.com

