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Reaching Rural 
America  for Christ

Please Pray for These 
Important Dates

Dec. 8 - Webinar
“Enhancing Your Congregation’s 
Educational Efforts”  
with Dr. Mark Blanke, Concordia 
University, Nebraska, Seward 
1–2 p.m. CST

Jan. 12 - Webinar
“Teaching the Faith: Youth” 
with Rev. Todd Kollbaum,  
director, RSTM  
1–2 p.m. CST

Jan. 21 
Engaging the Wandering event 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Humboldt, Kan., with Kansas District  
10 a.m.–2 p.m. CST 

If you have an idea or story for 
Rural Outreach, contact Amy at 
the RSTM office. 
Phone: 888-463-5127  
Email: amy.gerdts@lcms.org

Our “Life Together”

• To follow the core beliefs of the 
LCMS

• To equip rural professional and 
lay leaders

• To support congregations in 
community engagement

Remember: RSTM is eligible for 
Thrivent Choice Dollars!
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Over 160 pastors and 
lay leaders gathered Nov. 
3–5 at the Wichita Hyatt 
Regency in historic downtown 
Wichita, Kan., overlooking 
the Arkansas River and the 
Spirit of the Prairie for the 
2016 National Rural & Small 
Town Mission Conference. 
Excitement, Faithfulness, 
Hope and Commitment were 
the words of the day at the 
fifth Synodwide Rural & Small Town Mission Conference. Repeat attendee Rev. Luke 
Brown said, “This is always one of the highlights of the year, and I don’t know if it’s just 
my situation or if the speakers were exceptionally good, but this was the best yet. Every 
session has been outstanding, and I’ve enjoyed visiting with sharp people from across the 
state and country.” There were in attendance congregational leaders from coast to coast 
and all points in between. Over the course of three days, the attendees were impacted by 
inspirational plenary speakers, practical sectionals, time together in worship and study of 
the Scriptures and time to encourage and support each other.

In keeping with the theme of “Mission at Home: Standing Where You Are Planted,” 
those in attendance considered such things as: Christ’s presence in rural and small town 
areas, pastor and congregation’s role together and within the community, and carrying 
our ministry with patient perseverance in an impatient world. Rev. Kevin Robson 
lead the Bible study that grounded the entire conference and spoke about our Master 
Gardener who has planted us in the setting He wished us to bear fruit. Rev. Dr. John 
Mehl explored the huge mission fields just outside our doors and how our congregations 
can reach out in service to God where He has called us in rural America. Dr. Michael 
Rodewald discussed living as missionaries to encourage the lost. Senior research 
fellow Benjamin Winchester opened eyes with positive demographics in the rural and 
small town “Brain Gain.” Mrs. Adriane Heins encouraged participants to live out their 
vocations. A huge variety of breakout sessions were well received as participants explored 
such topics as strategic planning, outreach, youth, mental health and more. 

On the heels of this wonderful conference plans are being made for the 2017 National 
Rural & Small Town Mission Conference. The 2017 conference 
will be held at the Kansas City Airport Hilton with the theme 
“Standing On Our Heritage: It’s Still All About Jesus.”

Thank you to all who attended the 2016 national conference. 
RSTM looks forward to seeing you next year. To keep up-to-
date with developments for the 2017 conference, go to  
lcms.org/rstm or contact the RSTM office by emailing  
rstm@lcms.org or by calling 888-463-5127.

HEADER PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO

Mission at home!

http://lcms.org/rstm
email:rstm@lcms.org
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2016 National RSTM Conference Memories

Mission at Home: 

Standing Where 
You Are Planted

Dr. Mike Rodewald, Executive director, 
Lutheran Bible Translators

Rev. Mark Wood led the very popular 
Strategic Planning sessions.

Amy Gerdts, RSTM, talks to participants 
about Welcoming Publications.

Rev. Kevin Robson shares a few more thoughts 
on the Bible study between sessions.

Rev. Nathan Meador provided resources for stewardship.

Rev. Todd Kollbaum, director, RSTM, shared 
several breakout sessions.
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LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and encourages rural and small-
town congregations in engaging their communities and growing together in Christ 
through Word and Sacrament.

Learn more about RSTM at lcms.org/rstm or by calling Amy at 888-463-5127, 
by email at rstm@lcms.org or by visiting the RSTM Facebook page at facebook.
com/lcmsrstm.

If you have a good idea for outreach or a story you’d like to share so that we 
can share it with others, please email Amy Gerdts at amy.gerdts@lcms.org.

The plenary sessions were well attended and 
received great feedback.

Conference attendees enjoyed time for 
felowship and networking.

The Idea Exchange time provided the 
opportunity to share ideas, discuss what 
works and ask for help with problems.

The conference was well attended and the 
food and venue were excellent!

Breakout sessions offered opportunities for 
learning in smaller group settings.

Social hour and fellowship was a highlight!
Ben Winchester presents Rural and Small 
Town “Brain Gain.”

Participants were able to enjoy wonderful 
fellowship time and meet with a variety of 
exhibitors in a beautiful place.

http://www.lcms.org/rstm
http://www.facebook.com/lcmsrstm
http://www.facebook.com/lcmsrstm
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Webinars
We’d like to invite everyone to join us 
online each month 1–2 p.m. CST for the 
RSTM webinars. Up next is “Enhancing 
Your Congregation’s Educational Efforts” 
on Dec. 8 with Dr. Mark Blanke, DCE 
Program Director, Concordia University, 
Nebraska, Seward, followed by “Teaching 
the Faith: Youth” on Jan. 12 with Rev. 
Todd Kollbaum, director, RSTM. Keep in 
mind that our webinars are always free 
and archived at lcms.org/rstm.

Engaging Your Community and 
Engaging the Wandering Events
The Engaging Your Community Events 
(EYC) are geared for single and multi-
point parishes in rural and small-town 
settings. Ideally, a pastor and three or 
four lay leaders will attend and examine 

Upcoming RSTM Events

their communities to consider ways 
in which they can serve the unique 
needs of their particular communities. 
EYC coming up: Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church, Crossville, Tenn., in 
partnership with the Mid South District 
on Feb. 4, 8 a.m.–3 p.m. These events 
provide excellent leadership training on 
community outreach.

Also ask us about our newest events, 
Engaging the Wandering (ETW)! Meant 
to partner with the EYC events, these 
events will offer practical resources and 
communication skills for reaching out to 
our wandering members. Up first is an 
ETW event at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Humboldt, Kan., on Jan.21, 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
in partnership with the Kansas District. 
We are in the process of scheduling more 
events for 2017. Contact your district if 

you are interested in having an EYC or 
ETW event come to your area. If you 
would like to know more about either 
of these events or how to register for an 
event, please contact Amy at 888-463-
5127. 

To register online, go to lcms.org/rstm/
engaging-rural-communities. For more 
information or to see the rest of our 
calendar, visit lcms.org/rstm.

Look for more details to come soon for 
2017 EYC & ETW Events.

2016 was another great year! As the year wraps up, we hope you’ll look at 
the calendar of upcoming RSTM events to see if there is an event near you 
in 2017 or a resource you can take advantage of! 

http://lcms.org/rstm
http:// lcms.org/rstm/engaging-rural-communities
http:// lcms.org/rstm/engaging-rural-communities
http://lcms.org/rstm

