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#4 cont’d … Details of the initiative can be seen on the Golf Canada website http://golfcanada.ca/rules-of-

golf/#2019-rules-modernization-initiative or the USGA website www.usga.org/rules-hub.html 

Having spoken to many golfers about some of the proposals within the initiative, I know the “stuffed suits” 
have the best interests of the game at heart this time. People are really warming up to the simplification of 
the rules, and are especially pleased with the fresh look at reasonable judgement that is at the forefront.  
Having studied the entire Rules of Golf Book in great detail, I can tell you that most of the complexity of the 
application of the rules is due to the book having been written with the cheater in mind. The modernization 
initiative is clearly being viewed from the reasonable person’s perspective. It all starts with the proposal in 
simplifying the book and its language. No one I’ve spoken to has any issue with the core objective: reduce the 
number of rules in the book from 34 to 24! Go to the USGA website if you want to add your two cents. They 
are welcoming ideas for this initiative. 

 

#5 The USGA and R&A also acted on what will surely be referred to as the Lexi Thompson rule. In an April 
25th announcement, the governing bodies unveiled Decision 34-3/10 and it speaks to the reasonable person 
and limits the use of video evidence in the game. GREAT NEWS, IT'S EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY! 

 

#6 Also on April 25th, the USGA and R&A established a "working group" comprised of representatives of    
various professional tours worldwide to discuss the broader issues of tournament golf rules. For instance, 
once a round is complete and scorecard is signed, attested and score is posted should that be the end of story 
for any rulings to be applied to the round in question? 
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