
May
    2,9,16,23,30..........Center Open for

Restock/Inventory 9 am - Noon
    3.....................................Derby Day
    9..................... Informational Coffee

9:30 am Center
    9.................Women of Hope Award

11:30 am Holiday Inn, Mishawaka
   16...Membership Renewal Deadline 
   21..................... May Board Meeting

St. Pat’s Bethany Room   10 am                                          
   25..................... In  Memoriam Mass

Little Flower 8:30 am

June

   6,13,20,27 ............Center Open  for
Restock/Inventory  9 am - Noon

   5........................Board In/Board Out
Beiger Mansion, Mishawaka

   25...................... In Memoriam Mass
Little Flower 8:30 am

July
   13 ........South Bend Cubs ballgame
   16............................. Board Meeting 

St. Pat’s Bethany Room   10 am

   25...................... In Memoriam Mass
Little Flower 8:30 am

August
   1.............................Center Open for 

Restock. Inventory   9 am-Noon
   1................................. New Member

orientation/training 9:30 am 
   8.... Center Open for Clients 8:30 am

   19..................Clothing Center Open             
Sunday 1-3 pm

308 South Scott Street, P.O. Box 1286, South Bend, In 46624   (574) 288-6028     (e-mail) info@christchildsb.org
Mission Statement

     The South Bend Chapter of The 
Christ Child Society is a not-for-profit 
organization of volunteers dedicated to 
the personal service and clothing of all 
needy children and infants in the love 
and spirit of the Christ Child.

May 2018

Data Updates
•	 Like	us	on	Facebook:	facebook.com/ChristChildSB
•	 Follow	us	on	Twitter:	@ChristChildSB
•	 Check	us	out	online:	www.christchildsb.org

Calendar

Let Love Shine 2018
What to wear?          What to wear?
Thursday, November 8, is going to be a grand evening! Enter the beauti-

ful Discovery Ballroom at the Century Center and plan on having a wonderful 
time. The Director of Food and Beverage, Kate Lawton, daughter of member 
Kathleen Lawton and granddaughter of late member, Mamie Cain     assures us 
the event will be perfect! Kristy Botich, Donna Kyle and Sue Seall are bursting 
with creative energy and will decide how the ballroom will be decorated. Kathy 
Seidl is steadfastly working on obtaining a wide array of very good silent auc-
tion items. Holly Hosinski is blowing up balloons. And Judy Kuzmich is gathering 
bakers to ready those fabulous cookie platters for your Christmas entertaining. 
We will also have a super wine pull. (Any volunteers willing to take charge of this 
project?) 

The chef at the Century Center is already designing a special meal to 
delight the palates of all.  While we dine, Morrow Strings will provide beauti-
ful background music. Upon completion of dinner, we will recognize Indiana 
Trust Wealth Management with the “Heart of a Child” award. Our emcee for 
the evening, Bob Nagle will also serve as auctioneer as we begin bidding on 
the fabulous live auction items Beth Barrett is lining up. We need volunteers to 
ready those paddles for Bids for Kids.  

I promise you… Let Love Shine will be a super night out! Please contact 
me to let me know how you’d like to help: Pat Falvey Co-Chair   (702) 686-3800  
pwfalvey@gmail.com.

Membership Renewal Time
 It’s that time again!  Time to renew your Membership to the Christ Child 
Society.  Membership renewal forms for the year 2018-2019 were mailed out 
on April 11. Members are urged to return their renewal form and check by May 
16 to be assured that you are listed in the 2018-2019 Christ Child Directory. 
So, please, mail in your renewals today. If you did not receive a renewal letter, 
please contact Susan Walsh, Membership Chair at ladysusan@fuse.net or call 
(513) 218-6052. 
 Due to our sellout crowd last year, we will again be selling 

tickets for our “Christ Child Night at Four Winds Field. 
Make sure you reserve the night of Friday, July 13, at 7:30 
pm for the event. There will be a fireworks display after 
the game. The block of tickets will be available to us in 
late spring and you will be notified by email blast as to the 
details for purchasing your tickets. Come on out and enjoy 
a fun night with the entire family!
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Co Presidents:
 Debbie Spillman
 Susan Walsh
President Elect:
 Patricia Falvey
Vice President (Fundraising):
 Kathy Seidl
Vice President (Membership):
 Mary Wisniewski
Vice President (Clothing):
 Linda Wray
Recording Secretary:
 Katy Perry
Corresponding Secretary:
 Terry Slamkowski
Treasurer: 
 Diane Lutomski

Executive Board
From the Co-President . . . Debbie Spillman

From the Co-President . . . . . . . Sue Walsh
 Have you ever thought of holding an Office on the Board of Directors 

of the Christ Child Society?  You might think, “What would it be like?”  
“What would be the duties?”  “Do I qualify?”  “How would I apply?”  “Who 
would I contact?”  These are all sensible questions.

 The President-Elect is a very important position.  This is a time of 
learning more about Christ Child. During the term, the President-Elect 
observes what is going on at the Center, takes note on how decisions 
are made, observes the interaction between members, observes the 
interaction between the Co-Presidents, and gets more involved in their 
special interests. You can make a difference not only in your life, but in 
the lives that you touch. You can expand your interests and get others 
involved.

Are you an active person?  Are you involved in other things?  Do you 
have any special talents?  Everyone is good at something.  What are 
your strengths?  Are you willing to try different things?  Sometimes fear 
stands in our way. Don’t let it!  Come forward and ask questions, inquire 
more about the position, and consider this position for yourself.   This is 
an opportunity of a lifetime.  A time when your ideas count, when your 
excitement spreads, and when exploring the endless possibilities seems 
possible. You could be the next President-Elect!

For more information, please contact Susan Walsh, Co-President, Cell 
(513) 218-6052, or email: ladysusan@fuse.net or Pat Falvey, President-
Elect, Cell (702) 686-3800, or email: pwfalvey@gmail.com.

This is a beginning, an ending, and another beginning.
It is the beginning of springtime. To Christ Child members that means 

the Center has reopened after having been closed in January and Feb-
ruary. The spring season is a very exciting time to volunteer. We come 
back refreshed, smiling and ready to perform a variety of work as we 
prepare to serve our clients in August. This has been one of the busiest 
Christ Child spring seasons in my memory. There have been numerous 
projects happening every week, in every room. So much extra work has 
been getting done, that the Layette of Hope project will need some extra 
energy if it’s going to be completed on time.

This May newsletter represents an ending because these are my final 
months as Co-President. I can never say enough wonderful things about 
how well Peg Riggs (President/Co-President 2015-2017) prepared me 
for this position. Additionally, I have been blessed to work with Co-Presi-
dent Susan Walsh during this past year. Sue was always eager to assist 
with the duties and decision-making that keep this organization on track. 
During these years, I learned that it’s not the presidency that represents 
the Christ Child Society, it’s the members. South Bend has a very long 
list of members on our Organizational Chart. These are the dedicated 
members that take on titles of responsibility. Because of their devotion 
and the assistance of the general membership, The Christ Child Society 
continues to accomplish our mission of serving children in need.

A new beginning will occur in July when President-Elect Pat Falvey 
begins her term as Co-President. Our organization is extremely fortu-
nate that she is willing to step into this position. Pat brings a wealth of 
skills and experience to our organization and I foresee great works in our 
future!

Help Wanted
Social Media Chair

 Are you glued to your cell phone?
 Do you spend a good part of your 
     day on your computer?
 Do you enjoy writing?
 Do you like being and keeping oth-
ers “in the know”?
 Then we need you!       Why?
 The South Bend Christ Child Society 
sends out frequent e-blasts to members 
and friends to keep us up on current 
happenings at the Center (membership 
renewals, dates the Center is open) and 
special events (Derby Day, volunteer 
potluck). Additionally, via email notifica-
tions, we learn of the death and funeral 
arrangements of members and their 
loved ones. We, too, have a Facebook 
page and a Twitter account which keeps 
people up to date on our doings.
 The Social Media Chair manages 
all these tasks; her tenure will end this 
June. It would be unfortunate not to 
keep up   these forms of communica-
tion.
 If you or someone you know has the 
interest and/or talent to work with any of 
these items, please contact Sue Walsh 
(ladysusan@fuse.net, 513-218-6052) 
or Pat Falvey (pwfalvey@gmail.com, 
702-686-3800).
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Gifts and Memorials
   The beautiful Gold Christ Child Remembrance Card is a convenient way to send donations in any amount to the Christ Child Society, as an In 
Memoriam or in recognition of a special occasion or accomplishment. A donation can be made in memory of deceased friend or relatives who 
will also be remembered in a perpetual monthly Mass. The card also makes it possible to celebrate happy occasions such as birthdays and an-
niversaries in the same way. When requesting a Remembrance Card, members are asked to print legibly since the names will be printed in each 
newsletter with the donor’s name in parentheses. Extra cards are available in the office or from Joan Hardig (277-7787)

    IN MEMORIAM
       Member
             Charlotte M. Lawton     
       Husbands   
             Ervin Derda
             Werner Jean
             John McNarney
       Son 
             Chad Miller

 Guardian Angels
     A special membership cat-
egory was established in 1998. 
A one time $1000 enrollment 
fee for deceased members or 
spouses, benefiting the Christ 
Child Society Endowment Fund, 
will insure the Society’s ability to 
continue the future good works.
    The Guardian Angels are 
remembered monthly and each 
year at our annual Mass.

Please refer any questions to 
Norma Villanucci (243-0621)

   Newest Angel 
James V. Gibbons

In Memoriam
Larry Ambler (Ed/Joan Hardig)
Lucille Balconis (Deb/Mike Low, Alice 

Backs, Mary Lou Derwent, Kathy/
John Seidl, Marjorie/John Bycraft, 
Margaret/Bill Johnson, Beth/Dan 
Barrett, Margaret Hosinski, Mary 
Earl, Bette/Pat O’Malley, Hugh/Judy 
Kuzmich)

Annamae F. Barham (Paul Vurpillat)
Richard Berger Family (Jeanine Wide-

man)
Orlen Biltz (M/M Craig A. Beutel, 

Sharon/Dale Coahran, Val Sobecki, 
Linda/Terry Biltz,  Bob/Charlotte 
O’Dell, Ed/Joan Hardig, Carol/Jim 
Holt, Kathy/John Seidl, Margaret 
Hosinski,Jean Fuehrmeyer, Hugh/
Judy Kuzmich, Sheila Emge, Jane 
Horning, Catherine Bishop, Beth/
Dan Barrett)

Patricia Bloom (Ken/Barb Fedder, 
Fred/Ann Schmiedeler, M/M James 
Keultjs)

Rodney Bowcek (Florence Duester-
berg)

Jack Bowen (Diane James)
Margaret Bresko (Nancy/Jack Pycik)
Thomas Busch (Werner/Helga Jean)
Phil Byrd (Donna/Don Kyle, Ed/Joan 

Hardig, Sue/John Shirrell)
Grant Christensen (Fred/Ann Schmie-

deler)
Bruce Cook (Kathy/John Seidl)
Leon Dargis (Brian/Ginger Lake)
Ervin Derda (Carol/Jim Holt, Rolande 

Parent, Alice Backs, Katie Screes, 
Loretta Chillag, Margaret Hosinski, 
Peg Claeys)

Jeanne Desmond (Teresa Kosse)
Joe Donohue (Joan Jaworski)
Stephen Elek, Jr. (Ed/Joan Hardig)
Agnes Elli  (Marilyn Toepp)
Arthur Erdmann (Diane/Gerry Quinn)
Mary Freeman (Karen Barnett, Ann 

Benken)
Jim Gibbons (Betty Ann Gibbons)
Dr. Gerald K. Glass (Marti/Frank Mori-

coni)
Nancy Gruber (Marilyn Toepp, Kathy/

John Seidl)
Patrick Guillifor (Mary Hintz)

Veronica Hack (Ginger O’Hara)
Doreen Hammes (Katie Screes, Ro-

lande/Roger Parent)
Lois Hanson (Ruth Schmitz)
Harold Harrington (Ruth Huyvaert)
Pat Harrison (Deborah Harrison)
Werner Jean (Kathy Lanphere, Katie 

Screes, Dr. Stan/Mary Jane Sev-
eryn, Marie/Paul Brady, Diane 
Boehnlein, Mary Ann Matthews 
Derda, Sheila Emge, Pat Corcoran, 
Peg Claeys, Ed/Joan Hardig, Loren/
Gloria Daily)

Cindy Jones (Marcia/Tom Blum)
Richard Keusch (Carol Bauer, Peggy 

Bauer)
Charlotte Lawton (Judy/Jerry Kearns, 

Kathleen Lawton, Jill Ross, Nancy 
Yohe, Diane James, Sheila Emge, 
Margaret Hosinski)

Patricia M. Levenson (Rolande Parent)
Robert Lowe (Janice Goossens)
Joann Martin (Carol Bauer)
Mary Lou Morin (Carol/Jim Holt)
Pam Spencels Mather (Marcia Blum)
Lucille Micinski (Margaret Hosinski)
Louise Minne (Patricia/Lowell Pas-

chke)
George Murray (Kathleen Lawton)
Lois Nash (Peg Claeys)
Grace Nondhund (Marlene Martinec)
Sam Polotto (Carolyn Chrzan)
Grace Rody (Joe/Marie Burt)
Louise F. Rucano (Loretta Chillag)
Martha I. Rupchock (Katie Screes)
Hal Walter Schearer (Winifred Van-

denBossche)
Vaughn Schreib (Marti/Frank Moriconi)
James P. Schultz (Carol Nash)
Ginger Shurr (Suzy/John Halloran)
Josephine Sieroslawski (Patti/Lowell 

Paschke)

Nick Skrzeszewski (Peggy Bauer)
David Spalding (B.J. O’Brien, Char-

lene/Tony Hutti, Carol/Jim Holt)
Eschter Spychalski (Joan Jaworski)
Patricia Taylor (Ginger O’Hara)
Chester Tyrakowski (Diane/Gerry 

Quinn)
James Urbanski (Janice Goossens)
John Varga (Toni Pikuza)
Joyce Wieland (Katie Screes)
Barbara Wilson (Sandra/Bernie Gor-

ski)
Jack Zollinger (Lois Leliaert)
Special Occsion
Dr. Dan Barrett – Thank you (Kathleen 

Seidl)
Tom Cassidy – Prayers for recovery 

(Joe/Marie Burt, M/M James Yohe)
Amy Cavanaugh – Speedy recovery 

(Brian/Ginger Lake)
Ann Crossen – Happy Birthday (M/M 

Peter Mullen)
Mary Sue Freitag – Serious illness 

(Ed/Joan Hardig)
Rev. Bob Garrow (Carol Bauer)
Esther Jankowski – 100th Birthday (Ed/

Joan Hardig)
Ron/Theresa Mudwilder – 65th Wed-

ding Anniv. (Greg/Jean Mee)
Brian Toepp – Complete recovery 

(Marilyn Toepp)
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    The referral committee has been 
diligently reviewing all documents and 
procedures related to the referral process 
over the past few months. After much 
careful consideration, the committee 
compiled a refreshed set of information 
for the referral agencies that send clients 
to the Christ Child Society.  Meetings for 
representatives of the referral agencies 
have started and continue through May.  
The committee’s goal is to reach every 
referral agency and ensure a smooth 
referral process for not only the referral 
agency and Christ Child, but most impor-
tantly the clients being served.

Milwaukee Hosts
National Convention

This year, the National Christ 
Child Convention will be held in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on Sep-
tember 27, 28 and 29.  This is an 
educational and inspirational time 
for Christ Child officers and mem-
bers.  The convention includes 
a variety of presentations and 
workshops where you will have 
opportunities to network with other 
Christ Child members from across 
the nation.  
     This year, the Board of Direc-
tors approved a motion to pay the 
registration fee so four additional 
members can attend this event. If 
you have questions or if you wish 
to let us know you want to attend, 
please contact Co-President Sue 
Walsh at (513) 218-6052 or via 
email: ladysusan@fuse.net

Members Challenged
To Give Hope

BOOK CLUB

April 18
Vesper Time

by Frank Cunningham
Mary Lou Mullen (234-2626)

 May 16  
The Lilac Girls

by Martin Hall Kelly
Judy Kearns (273-9850)

June 20
America’s First Daughter

by Dray/Kamois
Louise Anella (234-0676) 

Client Referrals

Maureen and Jeff Korros rearrange stockrooms.Layettes of Hope

Restocking Shoes
  Top - Sherri Jones
  Middle - Ann Finn
  Bottom - Peggy Aronson

     Again this year members 
enjoyed the peace and quiet 
of Moreau Seminary for the an-
nual Day of Reflection. Father Dan 
Ponisciak CSC challenged the 
attendees to accept the “Trust” our 
clients have in us and to realize that 
we give them “Hope” for the future.  
We thank Father Dan and the staff 
at Moreau Seminary for their gra-
cious hospitality.



May 2018 Christ Child Society • South Bend, IN  5

Enjoying a visit at at the luncheon at Holy Cross Village are 
committee Katy Perry, left, Linda Wray, Jane Reed, Ann 
Finn, Peggy Aronson and Sherri Jones. 

On, March 21, the annual Spring Mass, Meet-
ing and Luncheon was held at Andre Place at Holy 
Cross Village. It was a beautiful cool day and we 
had 74 Christ Child members in attendance. Bishop 
Kevin Rhoades celebrated Mass in Saint Joseph 
Chapel and joined us for our luncheon in the formal 
dining room of Andre Place. 

Three new Board members were presented 
to the membership: Peggy Aronson, Hetty Cohen 
and Nancy Meyer. They will join the Board July 1. 
Two guest speakers - Linda Wray, vice president of 
Clothing and Betsie Pendarvis, New Clothing buyer 
- gave the audience their perspective of their expe-
riences, humorous stories and a variety of informa-
tion about their jobs. Their tales added a nice touch 
to the afternoon event.

We wanted members to “Think Spring” (after 
this long cold winter) and enjoy an afternoon in a 
beautiful new venue. Our goal as the Spring Lun-
cheon Committee was to deliver a memorable ex-
perience for all Christ Child members and together 

       On May 9 Hannah’s House in Mishawaka, 
Indiana will be honoring The Christ Child Society 
of South Bend Indiana at their upcoming Auction 
and Luncheon.
       Hannah’s House began in 1995 as a 
maternity home for pregnant teens. It provides a 
safe home, emotional support and programming to 
assist pregnant women of all ages in “getting their 
lives together.” 
       Hannah’s House provides an opportunity 
for pregnant women to choose life by being the 
support they need during their pregnancy and 
following delivery. Many of the women who stay at 
Hannah’s House are clients of Christ Child. While 
in the hospital they receive one of our Layettes 
and we provide clothing later for their children.

This is such an honor for Christ Child! 
We would love to have as many Christ Child 
members as possible attend the event in support 
of Hannah’s House and Christ Child. Gather your 
friends and family and put together a table. Send 
your check for $50 payable to Hannah’s House 
at 518 W. 4th Street Mishawaka, IN 46544 or call 
Hannah’s House at 574-254-7271 to make ar-
rangements by May 1 or ASAP.

Date:        Wednesday, May 9, 2018
Location:  Holiday Inn 
                 Mishawaka-Conference Center
                    1208 E. Douglas Road
                      Mishawaka, IN 46545 
Time:        11:30am-12:00pm 
                      Preview of Auction Items
                 12:00pm – 1:30pm Luncheon 

    
Deadline for August quarterly newsletter:

July 15
Ann Korb (277-6443)    ack339@aol.com

Linda Wray, Vice President of Clothing

Members Enjoy Afternoon
At Holy Cross Village

prepare for our 2018 Opening Day in August.

Hannah’s House
WOMEN OF HOPE

Annual Luncheon &
Silent Auction
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Have you ever seen such a happy group of women? Do you know why they’re all smiling? They were 
at the Center on April 11, getting everything ready for the Center’s opening on August 8. That’s not 
as far away as we might think when you realize all that has to be accomplished before the Center is 
opened to clients. Why not join these ladies on Wednesday mornings?


