
Winter Weather Pet Safety Tips 

It’s been a wet winter so far, with more storms to come. Peace of mind comes from being prepared. 

Take a moment to review your family’s emergency plan and make sure it includes provisions for your 

pets.  

Gather your pet supplies together with your family’s disaster kit and store them 

in a safe place: 

 Are your pets’ vaccinations up-to-date? Keep copies of vaccination and 

other veterinary records, as well as photos of your pets, in your emergency kit.  

 Stock enough supplies for two weeks of use. Pet carrier, pet food and 

dishes, manual can opener, bottled water, leash, harness, medications, cat litter 

and box, first aid kit, blankets, newspaper and plastic bags for waste pick up.  

Create a plan to safely weather the storms: 

 Make sure your pets are wearing ID tags and are microchipped – and make sure all information 

is kept current. If you are unsure if your pet is chipped, or what microchip brand was used, 

you can visit any vet clinic or shelter to have your pet scanned for FREE. The vet clinic or shelter 

should also be able to provide information on how to contact each microchip company. If 

you already have the chip # you can look it up on petmicrochiplookup.org. It is YOUR 

responsibility as a pet owner to update microchip information and keep it current as phone 

numbers and addresses change. 

 Pets can become anxious during severe storms. Make sure they have a safe space in your home 

where they can relax. Do not leave them outside during a storm.  

 Do not leave your pets behind if you need to evacuate your home. Develop a buddy system with 

family members or neighbors to care for or evacuate your pets if you are not able to do so.  

 Know where your safe spots are should a flood occur. Identify location of emergency shelters, 

but keep in mind that some might not be able to accept pets. Find out which hotels in the area 

do. Check out: dogtrekker.com/sonoma/Activities/dog-friendly-hotels 

 Do not leave your pets in your car during or after a flood. Car temperatures can be unsafe, and 

cars may get swept away or flooded out.  

 Make sure you have a clean water source. Flood water may contain sewage or chemicals that 

can harm your pet.  

If your pet goes missing, please remember to check with your local animal shelters including: 

Healdsburg Center (707)431-3386   Sonoma Humane Society (707)542-0882 

 

 

http://www.petmicrochiplookup.org/

