
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
BROWN PS PARENT COUNCIL 

(the “Council”) 
 

on 
Tuesday September 27 at 9 a.m. (E.T.) 

   
 
 
 
PRESENT: Jessica Feldberg Christine Pouliot Chris Macdonald 
 Toni Wharton Dimitra Kappos Jenny Lewis 
 Norm Brownstein Sarah Baquier Lily Chow 
 Darby Burger Lorrie Chih-Nisbett Amanda Demers 
 Martha McCall Lily McMillan Ann Watson 
 Marta Guzik Rachel Silber Farha Hussain 
 Marketa Grodd David Young Brandon Siegal 
 Wynn Theriault Christy Kaiser Emma Wong 
 Ian Ramsun Helen M.R. Sara Gonzalez 
 Crystal Johansson Laura Finch Hema Dewlaul 
 Hanna Steenland Daniela Spinazzola Amal Owaineh 
 Mitch Smolkin Monique Taylor MC Sutton 
 Jennifer Glover Luis Azeni Amanda Blakely 
 Stephanie Brown Jennifer Yang Bash Balogun 
 Karen Bozynski Wilson Stefanie Mather Milena Kolarova 
 Kirby Mayer Rahul Shetty Ruchi Shetty 
 Emilia Kamenova Laura Marinescu Silvia Bendu 
 Laura Chorneyko Aisha Ansari Aviva Wittenberg 
 Carolyn Ruby Marcela Ortiz Imlach Valeriya Steplira 
 Lucia Benitez Jonathan Richards Carol Niravong 
 Lisa Vuong-Henderson Courtney Mcfarlane Douglas Thomson 
 Bugi Yin Linda Lo Re Krista Cauz 
 Denise Tobey Mariela Muniz  
    
 
With the unanimous consent of the meeting, Ms. Wharton took the Chair and Ms. Silber acted as 
Secretary to the meeting. 
 
 
1. NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
All of the members of the Council being present in person or with regrets and notice of the meeting 
having been given, the meeting was declared to be duly constituted. 
 
2. ANNUAL REPORT 
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Ms. Wharton provided a summary of the annual report for the 2015/2016 school year. For further 
information see attached Appendix A. 
 
 
3.  FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Mr. Brownstein reported that the Council was overbudget for the 2015/2016 school year by 
approximately $4,500. This was mainly due to reduced funds earned through fundraising efforts. 
However, this number does not include funds raised through the giving tree, which raised approximately 
$22,000 last year. Copies of the financial statements for the year will be available in the office when 
completed and ready for approval at our next meeting. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
Ms. Wharton introduced the elected members of the Executive Committee for the 2016/2017 school 
year. 
 
CO-CHAIRS: DIMITRA KAPPOS & JENNY LEWIS 
VICE CHAIR: TONI WHARTON 
TREASURER: CAROL NIRAVONG 
SECRETARY: RACHEL SILBER 
VOTING MEMBERS: BETH ADAMS, NORM BROWNSTEIN, LORRIE CHIH-NISBETT, AMANDA DEMERES, JENIFER GLOVER, MC 
SUTTON, MONIQUE TAYLOR 
 
ON MOTION duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, IT WAS RESOLVED: 
 
 THAT the new Executive Committee of the Council is hereby approved. 
 
5. VOLUNTEER UPDATE 
 
Ms. McCall provided an update on volunteer positions still required. She noted that new and other 
parents should review the “done-in-a-day” volunteering sheet that was sent home.  Ms. McCall stated 
that the Committee Chair positions still available are: co-chairs for teacher/parent appreciation 
Committee, co-chairs for Garden Fete (which will be celebrating its 100th year), chair for buddy system 
Committee, and volunteer Co-ordinator. Anyone interested in volunteering in any capacity should 
contact Ms. McCall. 
 
6. WELCOME FROM NEW CHAIRS 
 
Ms. Kappos and Ms. Lewis welcomed everyone to the new school year. They highlighted that a major 
focus this year will be parent engagement, with a goal of giving everyone in the parent population a 
voice. Ms. Kappos and Ms. Lewis reiterated the importance of ensuring that we have parents and 
schools as partners in our children’s education. Ms. Kappos reported that volunteers are they key to this 
partnership. Ms. Kappos updated the Council that the focus for fundraising for Fall Fling this year will be: 
STEM, technology and Athletics.  
 
7. APPROVAL OF JUNE MINUTES 
 
The Council reviewed the minutes of the previous meetings of the Council. 
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ON MOTION duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, IT WAS RESOLVED: 
 
 THAT the minutes of the meetings of the Council held on June 21, 2016 are hereby approved 
 
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
Ms. Lewis stated that the meeting dates for the upcoming school year are still being finalized and will be 
ready for approval at our next meeting. The date of the next meeting is October 17, 2016 at 7pm.   
 
7. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Feldberg introduced herself and the vice-principal, Ms. Pouliot. She reiterated that the school office 
has an open door policy and that parents should feel free to approach them for explanations for 
anything mandated by the school board. Ms. Feldberg thanked parents for the great attendance at 
curriculum night.  She provided an update on the following issues: 
 

• CCAT: This is a standardized cognitive assessment test to be administered to all students in 
the TDSB in Grade 3. It is intended to provide teachers with a baseline for the class profile 
and to assist in identifying those students who are struggling and those that might need to 
be further challenged. The test could also serve as the beginning stages of a gifted 
assessment or a psychological assessment. For now, private psychological assessments will 
still be considered. The students will be informed about the test and parents may choose to 
opt out of testing. Test results will be retained in students’ OSR. 

• Pool: Atlantis Swim School has rented the pool from the TDSB. Ms. Feldberg informed the 
Council that the pool is owned by the school but managed by the TDSB, who pays for its 
upkeep and maintenance. Parents are encouraged to sign-up for Atlantis Swim School as 
this supports the school in maintaining its pool. 

• Lunch: School enrolment is at 630 students (up from project 592). Kindergarten enrolment 
is at 150 students. Grades 1-6 eat in the gym, which is partitioned to allow classes to resume 
immediately after lunch without having a delay for clean-up. Eating lunch in shifts did not 
work because one shift came into the gym dirty and wet from outside. Ms. Feldberg 
recognized that lunch continues to be a problem and remains committed to working with 
parents to improve conditions. 

• Catchment Boundaries: Ms. Feldberg noted the possibility of an Area Review Committee 
this year to review catchment boundaries. She reiterated to the Council that ARCs are 
common and that parents will not be blindsided by changes. 

• Classroom Reorganization: Ms. Feldberg acknowledged that the reorganization was difficult 
but mandated by the TDSB. The school administration was given the option (which they 
took) to request an exemption to have 23 students in the class, as opposed to the capped 20 
students. This avoided having students sharing a classroom with another class, with two 
teachers and 40 students. Ms. Feldberg stated to the Council that significant professional 
development time was spent to ensure the class profiles worked within the limits and 
considered parent recommendations. 

• First Day of School: Ms. Feldberg noted that the administration decided to move the school 
to a “one-bell” system to increase school unity. She acknowledged that the first day was 
hectic with parents trying to find class lists and teachers. Next year, the administration plans 
to set up a staffed table with list of class placements sorted alphabetically by student’s last 
names. This way, parents with multiple children will be able to locate class placements in 
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one place, rather than searching the playground. 
 
8. TEACHERS’ UPDATE 
 
Mr. MacDonald introduced himself as the representative for the teachers at the Council. At this time he 
did not have anything to report.  
 
9. COMMUNICATION  UPDATE 
 
Ms. Demers introduced herself at the Co-Chair of Communications and introduced a new Co-Chair. She 
remarked that the were many new sign-ups from parents for communications from the school. Ms. 
Taylor continues to update the website.  
 
10. TRAFFIC SAFETY UPDATE 
 
Ms. Demers noted that she has been meeting with Councillor Matlow to ensure that the construction 
being completed on Poplar Plains does not disrupt school dropoff.  
 
11. QSP 
 
Ms. Banquier and Ms. Chow introduced themselves as co-chairs of the QSP drive. The goal of the 
initiative is for students to sell magazines. Approximately $10 per subscription is raised for the school. 
Ms. Banquier and Ms. Chow announced a fundraising goal of $10,000 for the school. The initiative is to 
be launched on October 1st at a school assembly and finishes on October 14. Subscriptions purchased 
after that date will count towards fundraising, but the co-chairs have found that announcing closing 
dates tends to mobilize students and parents. Students and classrooms have opportunities to win prizes 
based on subscriptions sold. 
 
12. FALL FLING 
 
Ms. Burger introduced herself as Chair of the Fall Fling. As Chair, she is looking for both volunteers and 
donations. This year the fling will be held at a new venue on November 23, 2016. New initiatives such as 
online bidding and a wine garden are being launched this year. Ms. Burger urged parents to contact her 
if they are interested in volunteering. In particular, they are looking for catering donations, as the new 
venue will allow us to provide our own food. 
 
13. GIVING TREE 
 
Ms. Sutton introduced herself as Chair of the Giving Tree. This program allows the school and teachers 
to outline exactly what they require to enrich students over the course of the school year. Parents may 
then directly purchase these items for the school. Parents purchasing through the Giving Tree receive a 
charitable tax receipt from the TDSB.  
 
14. AFTER 4 PROGRAMMING 
 
Ms. McMillan introduced herself as Chair of After Four Programming. She noted that the program will 
be re-named shortly and the council will be advised of the new name.  Ms. McMillan noted that 
programming is complicated due to space constraints as a result of sharing with the community centre 
and Unicorn Daycare. Sign-up last year was not high enough to warrant additional programming. If we 



 - 5 - September 27, 2016 

can increase enrolment then we can increase options.  
 
15. SPEAKER SERIES 
 
Ms. Watson and Ms. Guzik introduced themselves as co-chairs of the speaker series. They noted that 
they did obtain the grant for $1000 to offer a speaker series for the school. Ms. Watson reiterated the 
importance of schedule the speaker on the appropriate date to maximize attendance. The proposed 
plan is to have one speaker in the fall and two speakers in the spring. Proposed topics include: dealing 
with stress and anxiety, raising boys.  
 
16. APPAREL 
 
Ms. Chih-Nisbett introduced herself as a co-chair of the apparel committee. She noted that sales have 
been doing quite well to date. They are looking at setting up a site for purchase of apparel on demand. 
 
17. OPEN ISSUES 
 
Ms. Steenland inquired as to the status of the discussion last year with the school administration 
regarding the use of screens in the classrooms. A discussion ensued and Ms. Feldberg reiterated that 
teachers have been instructed to use screens only as a learning tool. Ms. Steenland requested that 
teachers better communicate about how and why screens are being used in the classroom.  Ms. Silber 
asked the Council whether it made sense to form a committee to develop a dialogue and guidelines on 
screen use in classrooms. 
 
ON MOTION duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, IT WAS RESOLVED: 
 
 THAT the Council establishes a Committee to report on and develop suggested guidelines for the 

use of screens in the classroom. 
 
13. TERMINATION 
 
There being no further business, ON MOTION duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting 
terminated. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 
 



!

!

!

!

Annual!Report!!

for!the!2015/2016!School!Year!

!

!

Dear!Parents!and!School!Community:!

!

Welcome!to!Brown!and!welcome!back!to!returning!parents!and!caregivers.!!We!hope!

you!had!a!safe!and!happy!summer.!!The!Brown!School!Council!had!a!very!rewarding!

2015/2016.!!The!school!council!held!nine!meetings!on!the!following!dates:!

!

• September!18
th!
2015;!!

• October!28
th
!2015;!!

• November!24
th
!2015;!

• January!14
th
!2016;!!

• February!22
nd
!2016;!!

• March!29
th
!2016;!!

• April!26
th
!2016;!!

• June!1
st
!2016;!and!!

• June!15
th
!2016.!!

!

These!meetings!were!open!to!the!public!to!encourage!input!from!parents!and!other!

members!of!the!school!community.!!Minutes!of!the!meetings!are!available!at!the!school!

office!for!the!general!public!to!review.!!!

!

Some!of!the!topics!we!addressed!last!year!were:!

!

• We!tackled!the!labour!dispute,!which!was!thankfully!resolved!with!very!little!

effect!on!Brown.!!In!fact!we!were!contacted!by!the!media!regarding!the!negative!

effect!it!had!on!the!school!and!we!were!able!to!report!that!because!we!have!

such!a!great!team!of!administration,!staff,!caretakers!and!teachers,!everyone!did!

what!they!could!and!Brown!really!didn’t!feel!the!issues!that!this!caused!at!many!

other!schools.!!High!praise!was!warranted!for!the!Brown!team!in!very!difficult!

circumstances;!

!



• Traffic!&!Safety!in!the!community!–!we!made!excellent!progress!with!the!city!

regarding!safety!measures!to!be!implemented!in!the!Brown!community.!!The!

speed!restriction!lights!were!placed!on!Avenue!Road!and!plans!were!made!for!

further!safety!measures,!including!possible!lane!changes!on!Avenue!Road,!

possible!barriers!etc.!!The!team!are!still!working!on!many!of!these!current!issues;!

!

• Eco!–!After!previously!having!platinum!status!with!the!TDSB!in!years!gone!by,!

eco!slipped!through!the!net!for!a!few!years.!!Last!year!with!the!help!of!some!

amazing!teachers!and!Jen!Lockwood,!who!is!no!longer!at!the!school,!we!were!

able!to!regain!status.!!We!went!straight!from!nothing!to!Silver.!!This!year!we!are!

aiming!to!regain!platinum!–!aim!for!the!stars!;!!

!

• Pool!–!there!were!a!few!weeks!of!unrest!and!concern!about!what!would!be!

happening!to!our!school!pool,!after!the!city!pulled!funding!for!this!without!prior!

notice.!!The!TDSB!was!on!it!as!soon!as!the!issue!was!raised!and!our!trustee!

Shelley!Laskin!notified!us!immediately.!!We!attended!a!TDSB!board!meeting!and!

spoke!on!behalf!of!the!school!about!the!importance!of!the!pool!to!our!school!

and!community,!particularly!since!we!have!such!limited!space.!!This!was!well!

received.!!The!pool!is!certainly!safe!for!the!time!being.!!The!TDSB!has!approved!

funding!until!the!issue!of!contract!renewal!for!all!school!pools!with!the!city!is!

addressed!later!this!year.!!Even!then,!the!Board!has!been!proactive!in!seeking!

alternative!funding!ideas.!!There!are!a!number!of!private!companies!expressing!

an!interest!to!lease!the!pool.!!We!will!be!given!plenty!of!warning!if!this!is!an!issue!

we!need!to!address!again!in!the!future!and!Denise,!our!facilities!chair!is!ready!to!

do!whatever!we!need!to!do!to!address!if!and!when!the!time!comes;!

!

• Treats!in!school!–!some!parents!raised!concerns!about!the!level!of!treats!being!

brought!into!the!school!for!special!occasions,!such!as!birthdays.!!These!concerns!

were!taken!on!board!and!the!school!now!has!the!new!policy!of!no!treats!–!the!

teachers!celebrate!in!their!own!way;!!

!

• Parent!Engagement!–!this!is!unsurprisingly!on!the!agenda!every!year!and!some!

years!have!had!more!interest!than!others.!!This!past!year!was!considered!a!real!

success,!because!there!was!lots!of!engagement!towards!the!back!end!of!the!

year.!!This!resulted!in!more!brainstorming!about!procedures,!communications!–!

led!to!drafting!and!approval!of!our!bi^laws!and!the!creation!of!some!new!roles!

on!parent!council!that!between!us!we!thought!could!make!a!difference!to!the!

school.!!Hanna!Steenland!has!taken!on!the!new!role!of!parent!engagement.!!You!

may!have!seen!her!meeting!and!greeting!new!parents!and!old!on!the!

playground.!!Denise!Tobey!has!taken!on!facilities!improvement!and!is!busy!

brainstorming!facilities!issues!we!may!be!able!to!try!to!resolve.!!A!new!

fundraising!chair!role!was!created,!to!consider!whether!we!need!some!fresh!

fundraising!ideas,!although!I!believe!this!post!is!currently!vacant;!and!

!



• Fundraising!–!We!held!our!annual!fall!fling!last!November!and!that!was!another!

great!success.!!Also,!although!the!Garden!fete!is!run!really!as!a!community!get!

together,!it!is!always!a!bonus!if!we!are!able!to!make!a!small!profit!for!the!school,!

which!we!did!again!this!past!year,!despite!not!having!a!designated!co^chair.!!It!

really!couldn’t!have!been!the!great!day!out!it!was!without!the!time!and!effort!

put!in!by!the!small!group!of!parents!who!came!together!and!volunteered!their!

time!to!run!the!day!without!a!chair.!!We!also!held!an!experimental!end!of!year!

get!together,!which!we!ran!as!a!small!fundraiser.!!This!also!achieved!additional!

funds!for!the!school!and!we!thank!Darby!Burger!for!this!idea!and!the!time!put!in!

to!running!this.!!It!really!was!a!lovely!way!for!parents!to!get!together!and!say!

goodbye!to!the!2015/2016!year!!!Norman!Brownstein!will!provide!a!summary!of!

the!2015/2016!year!from!a!financial!perspective!at!the!AGM!and!financial!

records!are!available!for!public!inspection!at!the!school!office.!

!

We!wish!to!acknowledge!the!hard!work!and!dedication!of!the!many!individuals!who!

volunteered!their!time!to!contribute.!!All!in!all,!2015/2016!was!another!successful!year.!!

None!of!the!things!we!achieved!can!be!done!without!the!endless!hours,!commitment!

and!reliability!of!the!parent!council!members.!!I!would!like!to!say!a!great!big!thank!you!

again!to!our!parent!council!members!of!2015/2016:!

!

Secretary!–!Denise!Tobey!

Treasurer!^!Norm!Brownstein!

World!Changers!^!Laura!Finch!and!Allison!Fortier!

QSP!^!Lily!Chow!and!Sarah!Banquier!

Apparel!–!Lorrie!Nisbett!and!Jessica!Seed!and!Joanna!Track!!

After!4!Programs!^!Lily!McMillan!

Communications!^!Monique!Taylor!(website),!Amanda!Demers!(eblasts)!

Garden!Fete!–!Wynn!Theriault,!Dimitra,!Marlys!Brothers,!Christy!Kaiser,!Claire!Kilgour!

Hervey,!Jen!Lockwood!

School!Event!Co^ordinator–!Kelly!Trainor,!Christy!Kaiser!

Technology!–!Jamie!Ryan!

Fall!Fling!–!Darby!Burger!

Giving!Tree!–!MC!Sutton!

Junior!Rep!–!Jamie!Ryan!

Volunteer!Co^ordinator!–!Martha!McCall!

Teacher!Rep!–!Chris!MacDonald!

Non^teaching!staff!member!rep!–!Lily!McMillan!

Kiss!and!Ride!–!Mary!Ann!Stewart!

Lunch!Mom!Program!–!MC!Sutton!

Speaker!Series!–!Ann!Watson!

Grad!Committee!–!Jenifer!Glover!

Eco!Committee!–!Jennifer!Lockwood!

!



Finally,!we!would!like!to!wish!the!best!of!luck!to!the!new!School!Council!Team!for!

2016/2017.!!The!new!members!and!their!positions!are!on!the!website!and!will!be!

outlined!in!the!first!meeting!of!the!year.!If!anyone!is!interested!in!any!of!the!vacant!

positions!on!parent!council,!or!even!just!attending!and!sharing!ideas,!we!are!always!

looking!for!more!parents!to!help.!

!

!

Sincerely!yours,!

!

Toni!Wharton!&!Lisa!Bernstein!

Co^Chairs!


