
INNOVATION WITH SOUL 



 

 

KEY SEATTLE ADDRESSES 
 
 

Edgewater Hotel 
2411 Alaskan Way, Seattle, WA 98121 

(206) 728-7000  
 
 

Seattle–Tacoma International Airport (SEA) 
17801 International Blvd, Seattle, WA 98158  

 
 

The Foundry 
4130 1st Ave S, Seattle, WA 98134  

(206) 932-4717  
 

Originally a copper and steel manufacturing facility, The Foundry is the  
epitome of industrial-chic. The venue includes a stone fireplace, rain water-

fall, and barn doors.  It’s unique charm makes it a great place for drinks, 
food, and conversation. 

 
 

Chihuly Garden and Glass 
305 Harrison St, Seattle, WA 98109 

(206) 753-4940  
 

The colorful and magnificent Chihuly Garden and Glass is located in the heart 
of Seattle. Displaying the glass work of artist Dale Chihuly, this unique setting 

includes an eight gallery Exhibition surrounded by a richly landscaped  
Garden and a centerpiece Glasshouse. The Glasshouse features a view of the 

Space Needle and houses an expansive 100-foot-long glass sculpture.  
Brimming with stunning art pieces that push the boundaries of glasswork, 

this location is unforgettable. 



 

 

2018 Belizean Grove Mini Retreat  
 

Seattle, WA 
 
Co-Founder and CEO:  Susan Stautberg (Grover) 
 
Co-Founder:   Edie Weiner (Grover) 
 
Seattle Committee  
Chair Woman:   Lynn Hubbard (Tara)  
 
Seattle Committee:  Nancy Bearg (Grover), Phyllis Campbell (Grover), 
   Suzanna Darcy (Grover), Amy Fulford (Tara),  
   Joanne Gordon (Tara), Nina Hsu (Tara), Wendy 
   Lane Stevens (Grover), Jessica Shapiro (Tara),  
   Mary Wagner (Grover), Charlotte Whitmore 
   (Nyomi) 
 
Staff:    Leslie Dube (561) 290-1476 or (561) 631-3743 
   leslie@belizeangrove.org;  
   Jessica Cooley (989) 529-6181  
   jessica@belizeangrove.org 
 
Sponsors:   Alaska Airlines 
   Vicious Bunny  
   The Boeing Company 
   JPMorgan Chase 
   K&L Gates 
   Starbucks 
   Enlight 
   Microsoft 
   Chateau Ste. Michelle 
   Suzanna Darcy 
   Mary Wagner 
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Wednesday, September 12 
 

 

Unofficial Pre-party at Lynn Hubbard's (Tara) house located in the historic 

Queen Anne neighborhood, with iconic views of the Seattle skyline and Elliott 

Bay. It's a 10 minute Uber or Lyft ride from the Edgewater Hotel.  

Dinner and drinks 6:30-8:30 PM. 

Drinks 8:30 PM until 11:00-ish.  

 (Later cocktails will be offered for those members with prior dinner plans to 

join afterwards). 

RSVP Required, please contact Leslie Dube. 

Hosted by Lynn Hubbard and David Zapolsky  
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Thursday, September 13 
  
 

12:00-4:30 PM Registration at the Edgewater Hotel 

   2411 Alaskan Way, Seattle, WA 98121 

   Rainier Room- Second Floor 

 

3:30-4:30 PM Private Nyomi Welcome Reception 

   Rainier Room– Second Floor 

 

5:00 PM  FIRST AND SECOND BUSES DEPART FOR THE FOUNDRY 

 

5:15 PM  THIRD AND FOURTH BUSES DEPART FOR THE FOUNDRY 

   Walk out of the hotel towards Alaskan Way, near 

   the entrance to the hotel property, for bus pick up, 

   volunteers will guide you (buses will pick up in the 

   same location each night) 

 

6:00 - 7:00 PM  Cocktails and Appetizers at The Foundry 

   4130 1st Ave S, Seattle, WA 98134 

   If you take an Uber/Lyft/cab instead of the BG bus, 

   carefully follow the instructions in the packet. The 

   Foundry is hard to find, even with the address. 

 

7:00-8:15 PM Dinner 

   The bar will turn into a cash bar with dinner. 

   Wine, courtesy of Chateau Ste. Michelle, will be 

   served at the table at no charge. 

 

7:15 PM  Welcome to Seattle from Susan Stautberg (Grover) and 

  Seattle Committee  

 

8:15 PM  OPENING FIRESIDE CHAT: With Susan  

 Desmond-Hellmann, CEO of the Bill & Melinda Gates  

 Foundation interviewed by Phyllis Campbell (Grover),  

 Chairman, PNW, JP Morgan Chase 
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Thursday, September 13 (cont.) 
 

 

9:00 PM  FIRST BUS DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL 

 

9:15 PM  SECOND BUS DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL  

 

9:30 PM  THIRD BUS DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL 

 

10:00 PM  FINAL BUS DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL 
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Friday, September 14 
 

 BREAKFAST, LUNCH, AND ALL PRE-DINNER PROGRAMS WILL BE  

IN THE OLYMPIC BALLROOM (SECOND FLOOR) 
 

7:00-8:00 AM  Breakfast 

  

7:50-8:15 AM Welcome, Announcements, Housekeeping 

  

8:15-9:05 AM CONVERSATION WITH Howard Schultz, Chairman Emeritus of 

Starbucks, interviewed by Joanne Gordon (Tara), Chief Writer 

and Principal, Joanne Gordon LLC 

  

9:05-9:20 AM BREAK 

  

9:20-10:05 AM PANEL:  Safe on the Sound: Role of the Pacific Northwest 

  in U.S. National Security 

   

  The Pacific Northwest is known and recognized for its  

  natural beauty, contributions to technological innovation, 

  and artistic community, but an often-overlooked yet critical 

  component of local culture is the region's historical and  

  present role in national security.  

   

  MODERATOR:  Nancy Bearg (Grover), : Co-Founding Partner, 

  Reboot Partners LLC; Adjunct Professor, George Washington 

  University; National Security Professional    

   

  PANELISTS:  Rear Admiral Scott Gray, Commander, Navy 

  Region Northwest - not yet confirmed 

  Lori Otto-Punke, Founder, LOP Strategies and President, 

  Washington Council on International Trade   

  Dr. Steven Ashby, Director, Pacific Northwest National  

  Laboratory  

 

PANEL ORGANIZER:  Nina Hsu (Tara), Principal, Amazon Web 
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Friday, September 14 (cont.) 

  

 

10:10-10:55 AM PANEL:  Film, Women, Technology and Storytelling  

   

  MODERATOR:  Beth Barrett, Seattle International Film  

  Festival Artistic Director 

   

  PANELISTS:  Naomi McDougall Jones (Nyomi), Filmmaker 

  Scilla Andreen (Tara), Producer and IndieFlix CEO  

  Ruth Johnston,  Interim General Manager, Director,  

  Production Management and Business Operations, Vulcan 

  Productions 

 

10:55-11:10 AM BREAK 

  

11:10-11:55 AM PANEL:  Using Innovation for Good 

    

  Panelists will discuss ways they are trying to make the world 

  better with thoughtful advances in science and technology 

  and large scale process improvements. 

   

  MODERATOR:  Lara Metcalf (Tara), Fellow at The Engine - 

  Built by MIT 

   

  PANELISTS:  David Baker, Professor of Biochemistry,  

  University of Washington; HHMI Investigator 

  Kara Hurst, Worldwide Sustainability at Amazon 

  Trudy Norris-Grey, Managing Director, CityNext; Connected 

  Infrastructure & Business Development, Worldwide  

  Industries at Microsoft 

   

11:55–1:15 PM LUNCHEON WITH TABLE TOPICS  
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Friday, September 14 (cont.) 
 

 

1:15-2:15 AM PANEL:  Higher Learning on All Things Cannabis or  

 Everything You Didn’t Know You Wanted to Know About the 

Business of Marijuana 

 

  Cannabis has been legal medicinally since 1998, and  

  recreationally since 2012 and remains criminalized by the 

  Federal government. Hear from researchers and 

  entrepreneurs who are running heavily regulated and taxed 

  start-ups on types of products, research status and limits, 

  capitalization and finance of businesses, running a cash  

  business, creating new products and the future of the  

  cannabis industry.  

 

  Topic Introduction by Chris St. Clare (Grover), Board  

  Member, Tilray Inc. 

   

  MODERATOR:  Charlotte Whitmore (Nyomi), Entrepreneur  

   

  PANELISTS:  Shannon Vetto, Founder and CEO, SV  

  Consultants  

  Jody Hall, Founder, Goodship; Founder and CEO, Cupcake  

  Royale 

  Jeff Anderson, Career Entrepreneur, Co-Founder, The  

  Evergreen Market  

  Jessica Tonani, CEO, Verda Bio 

  

2:15-3:00 PM Space, the frontier is now! Blue Origin Space Entrepreneurs 

Innovating to Bring Down Cost of Space Travel, with an Eye 

on Mars 

 

CONVERSATION WITH Rob Meyerson, Blue Origin President, 

interviewed by Suzanna Darcy (Grover) and Flight Pioneer, 

Test Pilot and Space Admirer. 
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Friday, September 14 (cont.) 
 

 

3:00-5:30 PM Free time to explore Pike Place Market, Pioneer Square,  

 Seattle Center, etc. or relax with friends.  

 

5:45 PM BUSES DEPART FOR CHIHULY GARDEN AND GLASS AT  

 SEATTLE CENTER 

  Walk out of the hotel towards Alaskan Way, near the 

 entrance to the hotel property, for bus pick up,  

  volunteers will guide you (buses will pick up in the 

 same location each night) 

 

6:00-7:30 PM  Cocktail reception and Tour the Museum at the Chihuly  

 Garden and Glass 

  305 Harrison St, Seattle, WA 98109  

  Address of Space Needle valet parking for anyone 

 going on their own: 400 Broad St, Seattle, WA 98109  

 

7:30-10:30 PM   Dinner and dancing in the Glasshouse 

   The bar will turnover into a cash bar with dinner. 

   Wine will be served at the table at no charge. 

 

9:30 PM FIRST BUS DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL 

 

9:45 PM SECOND BUS DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL  

 

10:15 PM THIRD BUS DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL 

 

10:30 PM FINAL BUSE DEPARTS FOR EDGEWATER HOTEL 
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Saturday, September 15 
  

 

OFFICIAL RETREAT CLOSING 

 

8:00-9:30 AM  Breakfast in Cascade Ballroom– Second Floor 

  

After Breakfast Guests leave or stay in town. 

See Northwest Members Curated Guide for suggestions on 

 post-retreat activities.    
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Thank You to our Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARY WAGNER 

SUZANNA DARCY 
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Speaker Bios 
 

DR. SUSAN DESMOND-HELLMANN 
 
Dr. Sue Desmond-Hellmann is the CEO of the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. At the Gates Foundation, 
extreme poverty and poor health in developing coun-
tries, and the failures of America’s education system, 
are viewed as the biggest barriers that prevent people 
from making the most of their lives. So they fund inno-
vative ideas that could help remove these barriers: 
new techniques to help farmers in developing coun-
tries grow more food and earn more money; new tools 

to prevent and treat deadly diseases; new methods to help students and 
teachers in the classroom. 
 Dr. Desmond-Hellmann leads the organization’s vision for a world 
where every person has the opportunity to live a healthy, productive life. 
Drawing on her diverse experience in both the public and private sectors, she 
creates an environment for talented and committed individuals to help more 
children and young people survive and thrive, combat infectious diseases that 
hit the poorest hardest, and empower people – particularly women and girls – 
to transform their lives. 
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Speaker Bios 
 

PHYLLIS CAMPBELL (GROVER) 

 

Phyllis Campbell is the Chairman, Pacific Northwest for 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. She is the firm’s senior execu-
tive in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho across business-
es, representing JPMorgan Chase & Co. at the most 
senior level to clients.   

 Phyllis is an independent director for Alaska 
Air Group, a NYSE listed company. She served on the 
Nordstrom board of directors from 2005-2016 and 
chaired the Audit Committee for seven years. She cur-
rently serves on the Diversity Advisory Board (DAB) of 

Toyota. Phyllis is the chairman of the US-Japan Council, and serves on the 
global advisory board of Women Corporate Directors (WCD), among others. 
She formerly served on the board of directors for PATH. She is a member of 
the NACD Governance National Advisory Council. She is a frequently request-
ed speaker on governance, audit and risk-related topics and has spoken at a 
number of global conferences. 

 Her awards have included the following: In 2016, she was recognized 
as the “First Citizen” of Seattle/King County. In 2015, she was awarded the 
Lifetime Achievement Award by Seattle Business Magazine and the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Vision from the Mountaintop Award.  She also was the 
Pinnacle Award recipient of the 2015 Outstanding 50 Asian Americans in Busi-
ness Awards.  In 2014, she was recognized by the National Association of Cor-
porate Directors (NACD) as a “Top 100” Director, as chosen by a committee of 
her peers and The Ascend/Deloitte Inspirational Award. She was the inaugural 
NACD Director of the Year Award from the Pacific Northwest chapter, Top 
Women in Finance Award from Women of Color Magazine in 2010 and Wom-
an Who Makes A Difference Award from the International Women’s Forum. 
She was also awarded the 36th Regents' Distinguished Alumnus Award from 
Washington State University. 
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Speaker Bios 
 

JOANNE GORDON (TARA) 

 

Joanne Gordon is a writer and author who collaborates 
with leaders and creative thinkers, helping them share 
their stories and articulate ideas. 

She is intrigued by founders and executives of great 
companies, by individuals who succeed despite tre-
mendous odds, and by those whose bold visions have 
lasting impact. When ideas are worth spreading, Jo-
anne considers it a privilege to be part of the journey. 

 Her eight book collaborations include The 
New York Times bestseller “Onward: How Starbucks Fought for its Life with-
out Losing Its Soul,” which she co-wrote with Starbucks chairman emeritus 
Howard Schultz, and the award-winning “Winners Dream: A Journey from 
Corner Store to Corner Office,” by Bill McDermott, the CEO of SAP. Her own 
book, “Be Happy at Work” profiles 100 women who love their work. Joanne is 
currently working on her second book with Mr. Schultz. 

 Beyond books, Joanne helps clients craft speeches, social media con-
tent, OpEds, internal communications, as well as personal and professional 
correspondence.  

 She was formerly a staff writer and contributing editor at the New 
York offices of Forbes magazine where she covered a variety of topics. She has 
a master’s degree from the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern Uni-
versity, and a B.A. in journalism from Indiana University, Bloomington. After 
living in Manhattan for many years, Joanne currently resides in Seattle and 
has a 13-year-old son. 

 

HOWARD SCHULTZ 
  
Howard Schultz served as the CEO of Starbucks since 
before the company had six stores. Today, there are 
more than 25,000 stores in more than 75 countries, 
including the first Starbucks, which is in Seattle. 
 Howard's efforts to build a “performance-
driven company through the lens of humanity” helped 
create a culture that addresses social issues in unique 
ways, from Starbucks being among the first U.S. com-
panies to provide healthcare coverage and stock own-

ership to part-time workers in the 1980s, to offering debt-free college tuition 
and committing to hire refugees, Opportunity Youth, and veterans today. 
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Speaker Bios 
 

 

NANCY BEARG (GROVER) 

 

Nancy Bearg has been a changemaker during her distin-
guished career in national security, foreign policy, and 
international economic development in the US Govern-
ment and non-profit sectors. She was National Security 
Advisor to the Vice President of the United States and 
also held positions at the National Security Council 
(White House), Department of Defense, and Senate 
Armed Services Committee (first woman professional 
staff member); and was president/CEO of an interna-

tional development nonprofit, and program founder/director at The Aspen 
Institute. 

 She is Co-Founding Partner at women-owned Reboot Partners LLC, a 
business with two other Grovers that works with individuals and organizations 
and their employees on rebooting into their next life chapter. She teaches 
leadership vision and strategy at George Washington University and has 
written seven books. Her passions are post-conflict peacebuilding, working 
with entrepreneurs, leadership development, and photographing horses. She 
lives in Portland, Oregon. 

 

 

 

 

REAR ADMIRAL SCOTT GRAY 

 

BIO TEXT 
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Speaker Bios 
 

LORI OTTO-PUNKE 

 

Lori Otto Punke is President of the Washington Council 
on International Trade (WCIT), an organization that 
advocates for trade and investment policies to in-
crease the competitiveness of Washington state work-
ers and businesses. Lori previously held a variety of 
public affairs positions at Starbucks Coffee Company 
and Microsoft Corporation and also served as a senior 
policy advisor to U.S. Senate leadership. She is Chair of 
the Seattle Chapter of GenNext and was previously a 

member of the NASDAQ Public Policy Advisory Committee. Lori earned her 
B.A. from George Washington University and studied international relations 
and political science in London and Madrid. She is an avid runner and has 
completed ten marathons and two Ironman triathlons. 

 

 

DR. STEVEN ASHBY 

 

Dr. Steven Ashby is the Director of the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 
where he is responsible for setting PNNL’s strategic 
direction and overseeing its nearly $1 billion R&D  

budget. Under his leadership, PNNL’s more than 4,400 
scientists, engineers and support professionals are  

advancing the frontiers of science and addressing  

complex challenges in energy, the environment and 
national security for DOE and other sponsors in  

partnership with academia and industry. PNNL provides national leadership in 
climate science, the power grid, nuclear nonproliferation and environmental 
remediation.  

 A widely recognized leader in computational science, 

Dr. Ashby is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science and a member of the Washington State Academy of Sciences, among 
other technical appointments. 
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Speaker Bios 
 

NINA HSU (TARA) 

 

Nina is currently the business leader responsible for glob-
al network infrastructure strategy for Worldwide Public 
Sector at Amazon Web Services (AWS). In this capacity, 
she is responsible for the strategy to support govern-
ment, non-profit and education customers. Prior to this, 
she was responsible for launching all AWS IT Infrastruc-
ture in China, managing the secure deployment and 
maintenance of data center, networking, and software 
for Amazon’s cloud computing and retail business in  

China.  

 Before joining Amazon, Nina was the head of Government Relations 
and Business Development for Harper International. Drawing from her experi-
ence in global trade regulations and market access challenges in emerging 
markets, Nina was responsible for driving business development through in-
ternational government relations and trade compliance in India, China, Russia, 
Brazil and other high growth regions.  

  Nina served for two terms on the Board of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in China, where she took a principal role in the cham-
ber’s investment policy advocacy, led the chamber’s efforts to bring support 
for professional women into the broader U.S.-China policy agenda, and ad-
vised the Export Compliance Working Group, where she crafted strategies for 
engagement with the U.S. and Chinese Governments.  
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Speaker Bios 
 

BETH BARRET 

 

Beth Barrett is the Artistic Director of SIFF (organizers 
of the Seattle International Film Festival, SIFF Cinema, 
and SIFF Education) and has been working with SIFF 
programming since 2003. An aficionado of short films, 
she secured SIFF’s status as an Academy Award® 
qualifying festival in 2008. She serves on the board of 
the Film Festival Alliance, and has participated in ju-
ries and panel discussions at several universities and 

film festivals. Responsible for all aspects of SIFF programming, Beth has been 
in Seattle for 24 years and holds an M.A. in Northern Renaissance Art History. 

 

 

NAOMI MCDOUGALL JONES (NYOMI) 

Naomi McDougall Jones is an award-winning writer, 
actress, producer, and women in film activist based in 
New York City. She is currently in post-production on 
her second feature film, BITE ME, with producers Jack 
Lechner (The Fog of War, Blue Valentine) and Sarah 
Wharton (That’s Not Us), which she wrote and also 
starred in opposite Christian Coulson (Harry Potter, 
Love is Strange, The Hours), Annie Golden (Orange is 
the New Black), and Naomi Grossman (American Hor-
ror Story). Naomi’s first feature film, which she also 

wrote, produced, and starred in, was the 12-time award-winning Imagine I’m 
Beautiful. The film received a theatrical release and is now available on 
iTunes, Amazon, and GooglePlay (www.imagineimbeautiful.com).  A pilot she 
wrote, The Dark Pieces, is now in development for television in Canada after 
having been named on The 2016 WriteHer List as one of the top 16 unpro-
duced pilots by a female screenwriter. Naomi is an advocate and thought 
leader for bringing gender parity to cinema. She gave a virally sensational 
TEDTalk, What it’s Like to Be a Woman in Hollywood, which has now been 
viewed over 1 million times and can be seen on TED.com. She is the Founder 
and Chief Impact Officer of The 51 Fund, a venture capital fund dedicated to 
financing films by female filmmakers. Naomi is currently writing a book, The 
Wrong Kind of Woman: Dismantling the Gods of Hollywood, which will be 
published by Beacon Press in January 2020. More at 
www.naomimcdougalljones.com. 17



 

 

Speaker Bios 
 

SCILLA ANDREEN (TARA) 

 

Scilla Andreen (Pronounced Sheila) is an award-winning 
TV and film industry veteran with 30+ years of experi-
ence working at several major film studios including 
Sony and Warner Bros before founding IndieFlix, a sub-
scription based, global, streaming and screening service 
that focuses on content for a purpose. She’s Included in 
Variety’s 2012 Women’s Impact Report as an Executive 
making a difference and is a popular speaker at Sun-
dance, Hong Kong, Cannes, CES, SXSW, Women in Film, 

and other major industry events. IndieFlix now finances, produces and distrib-
utes social impact films and streams and screens them in thousands of com-
munities around the world. Scilla is on a mission to change the world with 
film. 

 

 

RUTH JOHNSON 
 
Ruth Johnston is responsible for overseeing the Busi-
ness Affairs and Production Management of Vulcan 
Productions’ multi-platform content to broadcasters 
and distributors worldwide. She is also Vulcan's busi-
ness lead on productions in emerging technologies 
including augmented and virtual reality. Her most re-
cent work includes Ballet Now, Ghost Fleet, The Cold 
Blue and the launch of four pieces of immersive reality 
programming for Paul Allen’s Holodome. 

 Prior to joining Vulcan, Ruth was COO of Lion TV in New York, super-
vising the production of documentary, investigative, entertainment and his-
torical programming for the majority of Cable and broadcast networks includ-
ing PBS, Discovery, National Geographic, MTV and A&E.  Her work with Lion 
on the Cash Cab franchise garnered her two Emmy wins and three Emmy 
nominations. Ruth began her production career in London, and after leading 
teams there and in New York and Los Angeles, ultimately started her own 
media advisory company based in Seattle before joining Vulcan Productions. 

18



 

 

Speaker Bios 
 

LARA METCALF (TARA) 

 

Lara Metcalf has deep experience in the public and 
private sectors focused on driving better outcomes 
using innovative investment capital approaches to 
solve our nation's most pressing problems. She is cur-
rently a Fellow at The Engine, a venture capital fund 
founded by MIT that aims to bridge the gap between 
discovery and commercialization of “tough tech” / fron-
tier science solutions, where she is exploring launching 
a dedicated social impact fund. The fund would lever-
age tech-enabled and applied engineering solutions to 

create more access and opportunity for all, with special focus on low to mod-
erate income and underserved populations.  

 Lara previously played a leadership role in building the Pay for Suc-
cess field during her five years as the Managing Director of Social Finance, an 
innovative 501c3 social enterprise, where she led the creation of $80M in 
project finance impact investments around issues ranging from refugee and 
immigrant employment, to child welfare, to maternal and child health, to re-
cidivism. Prior to Social Finance, Lara was the Chief Financial Officer/Chief 
Administrative Officer, and Senior Associate Dean for Operations at Harvard 
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.  Lara spent the first 18 
years of her career on Wall Street, at Morgan Stanley, Goldman Sachs, and 
Credit Suisse, where she achieved the title of Managing Director.  Lara cur-
rently serves on the board for Longfellow Investment Management, an $11 
billion MWBE fixed income and alternative institutional investment manager.  
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Speaker Bios 
 

DAVID BAKER 

 

Dr. Baker is a professor of biochemistry, genome sci-
ences, bioengineering, chemical engineering, computer 
science and physics at the University of Washington, a 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute investigator, and the 
director of the UW Institute for Protein Design. Dr. 
Baker has received numerous awards in recognition of 
his work, including the AAAS Newcomb Cleveland 
Prize, the Feynman Prize from the Foresight Institute, 
the Sackler Prize in Biophysics, and the Centenary 

Award from the Biochemical Society. He is internationally recognized for his 
breakthroughs in protein structure prediction and design as well as contribu-
tions to citizen science computing through Rosetta@home and the Foldit 
game.  Dr. Baker is a member of both the National Academy of Sciences and 
the American Academy of Sciences. Dr. Baker is focusing all of his efforts on 
designing new protein therapeutics, vaccines and materials to address 21st 
century challenges confronting humanity. 
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Speaker Bios 
 

KARA HURST 

 

Kara Hurst leads sustainability and social responsibility 
at Amazon worldwide.  Teams under sustainability 
focus on: responsible supply chain management, Frus-
tration Free Packaging programs and customer pack-
aging experience, renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency, circular economy, sustainability science and 
innovation, sustainable transportation, and external 
engagement. Previous to Amazon, Hurst served as the 
CEO of The Sustainability Consortium (TSC), named 

one of Scientific American's "Top Ten World Changing Ideas" of 2012. With 
over $2.4 trillion in revenue, TSC members consist of leading corporations, 
NGOs, Universities and government and regulatory agencies.   

 Prior to TSC, Hurst served as Vice President of BSR, building several 
global industry practices and leading BSR's NY and DC offices, as well the glob-
al partnership practice with governments, multi-laterals and foundations. 
Hurst co-founded the Electronic Industry Citizenship Coalition (now the Re-
sponsible Business Alliance) and the Pharmaceutical Supply Chain Initiative, 
both of which still run as independently incorporated industry associa-
tions. Prior to BSR, Hurst worked in Silicon Valley as Executive Director of the 
public-private venture OpenVoice and at the Children’s Health Council. In her 
early career, she held roles at the Urban Institute and worked for two elected 
officials – Mayor Willie Brown of San Francisco and the late Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan (D-NY).  
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Speaker Bios 

 

 

TRUDY NORRIS-GREY 

 

Trudy Norris-Grey is a recognized leader in the IT indus-
try, with over 30 years of success spanning global sales,  

marketing, channel and partner strategies, business  

development, and portfolio transformation. As  

Microsoft’s leader for business development for its  

industry business, Norris-Grey heads a team focused on 
digital transformation -  including creating, incubating 
and accelerating new markets and new business models 
for Microsoft’s CityNext program in service of public-

sector customers as their operations and responsibilities evolve and change. 

 Prior to assuming her current role, Norris-Grey held leadership  

positions at Microsoft, Oracle, Sun Microsystems, and BT. In all these  

positions she was a champion of the customer and its partners, seeking out 
insight into their unmet needs in order to better serve them, to help them 
overcome their challenges and in turn work with them to grow their customer 
satisfaction, revenue and profit.  In 2012, Norris-Grey joined Microsoft as 
General Manager overseeing the public sector business in Central and Eastern 
Europe.  

 She is Chair of WISE, a UK-based organization which seeks to add 1 
million more women to the UK STEM workforce. She has also served as Chair 
for the Confederation of British Industry’s (CBI) Committee on Innovation, 
Science & Technology; a member of the UK’s National Careers Council; editor 
and contributor to the Wilson and Shadbolt Reviews; a member of the  

oversight committee for the UK’s national Technology Strategy Board and was 
a founding member of the CBI Leadership Group on Climate Change. She also 
sits on an advisory panel for the Welsh Government in the finance and  

professional services sector. 
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Speaker Bios 
 

CHRIS ST. CLARE (GROVER) 

 

Christine St. Clare is President & Founder of St. Clare 
Advisors, LLC, advising business leaders on initiatives 
around retention, leadership development, recognition 
and advancement of women.   Ms. St. Clare is a Corpo-
rate Director for three Nasdaq-listed companies,  Fibro-
cell Sciences, Inc. (FCSC); AquaBounty Technologies, Inc. 
(AQB); and a  recently listed company, Tilray, Inc. (TLRY).   
She was formerly a director for a Blackstone portfolio 
company with publicly-traded debt, Polymer Group, Inc. 
(“PGI”).Inc.).  PGI, a global manufacturer of specialty 

materials, operated in fourteen countries, was sold to a strategic buyer in 
November 2015.   She chairs the Audit Committees for FCSC, AQB, and TLRY; 
and serves on the Nominating and Governance Committee for FCSC TLRY.   
Until recently,  she also served on the Advisory Boards of Houlihan Lokey and 
Women Corporate Directors.  

 Ms. St. Clare completed a thirty-five year career with KPMG LLP, 
where she served a four-year term on the Firm’s Board of Directors and 
chaired the Board’s Audit and Finance Committee.   She began her executive 
leadership role as an Audit Partner, serving some of KPMG’s largest clients, 
including The Home Depot and J.C.Penney Company, Inc.  Later, she was ap-
pointed in the Governance, Risk and Compliance Practice, and as Southeast 
Leader for Consumer Markets, directing KPMG’s market-facing business de-
velopment strategies for retail, food and beverage, and consumer product 
companies.   Within KPMG, she developed and implemented strategies build-
ing cross-functional teams with strong industry knowledge to meet market-
place needs.   

 Ms. St. Clare has been actively involved in numerous professional 
and civic organizations throughout her career.   She is the current Co-Chair of 
Women Corporate Directors (“WCD”) Atlanta; sits on the Board of Trustees of 
the Atlanta Police Foundation; the Board of Directors of The Atlanta Opera;  
and the Board of Councilors for The Carter Center.   She is the immediate Past
-President of the Board of Directors of the International Women’s Forum 
(“IWF”) Georgia Forum.  Her recent board service has included the Boards of 
Emory University’s Goizueta Business School,  Museum of Contemporary Art-
Georgia, and the Metro Atlanta YMCA. 

 Ms. St. Clare and her husband reside in Atlanta and Greensboro, 
Georgia where they enjoy golf, travel and community service.   
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Speaker Bios 
 

 

CHARLOTTE WHITMORE (NYOMI) 

 

Whitmore, 33, co-founded Analytics Pros in February 
2009. Analytics Pros sold to AdSwerve in August of 
2018, with approximately 90 employees in Seattle, SF, 
LA, and NY. Analytics Pros is the leading US market 
choice as a digital analytics partner, paving the way for 
how we will use digital analytics in the future.  

 Whitmore is particularly interested in how to 
attract and build up Millennials to be excellent team members. She speaks 
internationally, sharing research about how her young company has created a 
culture where Millennials work hard and last in their roles.  

 Whitmore serves on the Cancer Pathways Board and is working on 
two platform startups called Vicious Bunny and Wisdom.  

 Before Analytics Pros, Inc, she served as a pediatric oncology nurse at 
Seattle Children’s Hospital.  

 

 

SHANNON VETTO 

 

After a seven-year career as an audit/tax CPA at PriceWa-
terhouse Coopers, Shannon spent 19 years at Russell In-
vestments building their financial footprint around the 
world. She worked in both Japan and Australia opening 
their asset management business and growing their mu-
tual fund distribution through the private banking arms of 
Bank of Tokyo Mitsubishi, and ANZ Bank, respectively. She 
was also member of the Russell Index Executive team and 
was responsible for the global operations that doubled 

gross revenue and tripled net profit in 6 years, expanded their presence 
across 4 continents and ultimately contributed to selling the private firm to 
the London Stock Exchange for $2.7 billion in late 2014. She then integrated 
the two firm's UK and US operations before she left to start her own business 
in 2016 which is focused exclusively on the global vertical within the legal can-
nabis industry.    
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Speaker Bios 
 

 
JODY HALL 

 

A true industry pioneer, Jody Hall began her career at 
Starbucks as an early marketing hire when there were 
only 30 stores.   She started one of the nation's first cup-
cake bakeries, Cupcake Royale, 15 years ago.  And in 
2014, she founded The Goodship, a premium edibles 
brand in Washington, which was the first state to legal-
ize adult-use cannabis along with Colorado. Goodship 
products are a fixture at more than 100 Washington 
cannabis retailers, with plans to expand to California, 
other U.S. states and Canada in the coming year. She 

aims to do to the commodity of cannabis what Starbucks did to the commodi-
ty of coffee and build Goodship into one of the most soulful cannabis brands 
on the planet. 

 

 

JEFF ANDERSON 

 

A proven retail executive and entrepreneur, Jeff pur-
chased a local awards business after graduating from 
University of Washington in 1992 (BA, Economics).  Jeff 
grew that company and eventually formed Tro-
phies2Go.com in 2000.  He built Trophies2Go to be the 
national leader in the awards and recognition space, 
culminating in the Award & Recognition Association’s 
Large Retailer of the Year in 2012. 

 Between 2012-2014, Jeff completed the Entre-
preneurs’ Organization’s Entrepreneurial Master’s Program hosted at MIT.  He 
has been on the Board of EO Seattle for several years and his highly engaged 
and respected in the entrepreneurial world. 

 Upon passage of the legal cannabis initiative in Washington, Jeff and 
his partners founded The Evergreen Market.  They are currently working on 
opening their 4th store in Washington and aspire to take their safe and con-
venient cannabis stores nationwide. 

 Jeff’s feelings about cannabis have changed dramatically in the past 4 
years from that of judgement to warmth and acceptance.  He now employees 
close to 100 people, all of which are passionate for the normalization of can-
nabis and dedicated to providing wellness to their customers. 
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Speaker Bios 
 

 

JESSICA TONANI 

 

Jessica Tonani is a biotechnology professional with over 
two decades of experience in life sciences at firms such 
as Affymetrix and Sequenom where she held multiple 
positions. Currently, Jessica is the CEO of Verda Bio; a 
marijuana research company which she co-
founded.  Verda Bio is performing genomic, analytical 
and agricultural research on cannabis and cannabinoid-
based therapeutics.    

 Jessica has been active in obtaining cannabis 
research legislation and has worked on the three pieces of legislation that 
enabled the research of cannabinoids in Washington State.   

 Jessica has been named one of the most interesting people in canna-
bis by Seattle Times and a cannabis Leading Lady by Cannabis Now.  Addition-
ally, Jessica has been widely quoted as an expert in publications such as Na-
ture, Science, Popular Science, Bloomberg, High Times, Genome Technologies 
and Entrepreneur.  Jessica was a Howard Hughes fellow with an MS in immu-
nology and a BS in microbiology.  

 

 

ROB MEYERSON 

 

Amazon’s founder, Jeff Bezos, invests approximately a 
billion dollars a year of his own money on his space 
exploration company, Blue Origin. Why is the team at 
Blue Origin focused on building a future by helping oth-
er space entrepreneurs solve the problem of getting 
payloads into orbit at incredibly low cost? Blue Origin 
President Rob Meyerson evolved the company from a 
10-person organization of scientists focused on ad-
vanced technology research, to a more than 1000-

person, multi-site business that is developing launch systems and technolo-
gies.  
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Speaker Bios 
 

SUZANNA DARCY (GROVER) 

Captain Suzanna Darcy-Hennemann retired 777 Chief 

Pilot and Chief Pilot Flight Services.  Record holder in a 

777 for distance from Hong Kong to London. First 

woman hired as a test pilot by Boeing. Speaker at the 

Smithsonian and London Royal Aeronautical Society 

Wilbur Wright dinner as well as Outstanding Aviator at 

the Wings Society and Pathfinder at the Museum of 

Flight in Seattle.  
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Driving Directions to The Foundry  
 

From I-90  
- Take the E Martinez Dr. exit at the end of the freeway, past the I-5 exits  
- Turn Right on to Edgar Martinez Dr S  
- Turn Left on to First Ave S  
- After going under the West Seattle Bridge/Spokane St, take a left on Dakota 
Street (do not proceed to go over the train tracks on first ave. If you go over 
on the bridge, you’ve gone too far)  
- Immediately take a right on the unnamed road. Crosscut Hardwoods will be 
right there on the corner  
- Proceed south and The Foundry will be on your left.  
- Parking is available right in front of the building, or under First Ave S.  
 
From 1-5 heading south  
- Take exit 164 for Interstate 90 E toward Bellevue/Spokane  
- Follow signs for Interstate 5 S/Tacoma/Portland  
- Keep right at the fork, follow signs for 4th Avenue S  
- Keep left at the fork, follow signs for E Martinez Dr  
- Take the E Martinez Dr. exit at the end of the freeway, past the I-5 exits  
- Turn Right on to Edgar Martinez Dr S  
- Turn Left on to First Ave S  
- After going under the West Seattle Bridge/Spokane St, take a left on Dakota 
Street (do not proceed to go over the train tracks on first ave. If you go over 
on the bridge, you’ve gone too far)  
- Immediately take a right on the unnamed road. Crosscut Hardwoods will be 
right there on the corner  
- Proceed south and The Foundry will be on your left.  
- Parking is available right in front of the building, or under First Ave S  
 
From 1-5 heading north  
- Take exit 162 on the left for Corson Ave toward Michigan St  
- Merge onto Corson Ave S  
- Turn right onto S Michigan St  
- Turn right onto 4th Ave S  
- Turn left onto S Lucile St  
- Take the 3rd right onto 1st Avenue South  
- Take a right on Dakota Street (this is JUST after you come over the train 
tracks. Look for The Foundry and Daniel Smith Art Supply signs on top of the 
buildings to your right)  
- Immediately take a right on the unnamed road. Crosscut Hardwoods will be 
right there on the corner  
- Proceed south and The Foundry will be on your left.  
- Parking is available right in front of the building, or under First Ave S  
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Driving Directions to The Foundry  
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Reminders 

 

 
Expect the unexpected! The schedule is subject to change! 
 
 
NO PICTURES OR VIDEOS OF THE RETREAT ARE PERMITTED ON FACEBOOK OR 
OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA. Let’s protect everyone’s privacy. 
 
 
Bring your Room Key with you EVERYWHERE! 
 
 
Please wear your name badge at all times that you are with the group, this 
includes, breakfast, lunch, and dinner, as well as the morning speaker  
sessions. 
 
 
Dress is summer business casual.  Come in festive dress for Friday night  
dinner.  As usual, the program will take place in an air conditioned space, 
please come prepared with extra layers to feel comfortable in a cooler venue. 
 
 
What to expect with the weather– The weather will be fairly cool. Seattle and 
the surrounding area enjoys an average high temperature of 73°F in  
September, with average low temperatures typically in the mid 50’s. So likely 
the temperatures in the day will be in the 60s. But it could be warmer, so 
bring layers. While Seattle does not receive much rain in September, bring a 
rain layer just in case. When traveling at this time of year it’s always best to 
bring a warm sweater and a light jacket. 
 
 
Please pack light, come casual! 
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“Live as if you were to die tomorrow.  

Learn as if you were to live forever.” – Gandhi 
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