
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Why did you decide to run for City Commission?  

 

I chose to seek a second term for Mayor of El Dorado in an effort to see through the many changes 

happening in our city. During my first term as Mayor, I truly enjoyed working with the city’s Commission 

and staff. We have worked together very hard to develop a comprehensive vision for El Dorado and I 

would like to see our goals come to fruition. Their teamwork and dedication continue to motivate me 

and has encouraged me to run for a second term. I am humbled by the resounding vote of confidence 

the citizens of El Dorado have shown in response not only to my running for re-election, but also as I run 

un-opposed. As an El Doradoan born and raised, I am honored by the opportunity to serve the citizens 

as Mayor and look forward to the next two years. 

 

2. Do you feel you are qualified for this position and if so, why?  

 

My first term has seen much change. We said “thank you” to Herb Llewellyn as he sought retirement. 

The City has much to credit to his leadership. We welcomed David Dillner and his family to El Dorado as 

our City Manager. I am excited to see David’s stamp on our community. This transition took nearly a 

year of managing logistics and anxiety of change. The Commission and staff worked very well together 

and I am proud of the smooth transition. In addition to the daily business of City, I have had the 

opportunity to include the voice of El Dorado in the regional conversation. I work hard to represent you 

within south central Kansas 

3. If elected, what would be your top priority or focus? 

My top priorities remain similar to the promise I made when I was elected Mayor in 2015.  

 

Continue to offer transparent governing practice. I hope all citizens feel welcome to contact me, or the 

Commissioners, with their questions and I am committed to seeking responses in a timely manner. 

 

Continue to seek responsible opportunities for our water resource. Our lake is one of our greatest 

assets, and opportunities. Not having drought conditions is a blessing in many ways. It allows us to be 

very patient as we plan our future place in the region for water supply, while enjoying abundance for 

consumption and recreation. 

 

Continue to implement the Parks and Recreation Master Plan as resources allow. This plan speaks to the 

great work of our citizen advisory boards and also speaks to the quality of life in El Dorado. 
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Continue to work on a collaborative, and cohesive city image. Whether communicating with our citizens, 

or promoting our community to outside prospects, telling our story with a singular message is vital. 

 

Continue to foster partnerships. El Dorado has many partnerships that make a difference and empower 

our citizens. Governmental partnerships between Wichita, Butler County, BCC, USD’s, El Dorado Inc, 

Chamber, Main Street are very valuable. But I also value our citizen partnerships with the many advisory 

boards serving the City. I encourage you to seek a place in our partnerships to share your time and 

talents. 

 

Continue to collaborate with fellow Commissioners to offer steadfast guidance to the City Manger so he 

can make decisions and manage the budget with confidence. 

 

4. Is there anything else you would like to add as you are considered for this position? 

I have learned much during my first term as Mayor. The City has great employees that genuinely seek to 

provide good service to our citizens. Our community remains among the top respected cities in Kansas 

and carries a great reputation for optimism and “can do” attitude. The El Dorado citizen genuinely has 

the greater good in mind; this is evident by all of the amazing volunteering and generosity. I have been 

affirmed that El Dorado has much to be proud of, and continues to pose great opportunity. I am always 

amazed at the number of visitors that take the time to email me after a visit to El Dorado to share 

compliments and congratulations to our community. That is a reflection on us all!! Thanks for making El 

Dorado a great place. 

We are not without our challenges. I have learned the pressures of the budget and challenges of 

spending wisely. Many difficult decisions lie ahead as we manage necessary infrastructure maintenance 

and improvements with visionary expenditures. 

Finally, as a believer in transparency and collaboration, I want to continue to offer stable and forward 

thinking governing. As a businessman and property owner, I want to continue to make sure our citizens 

have a good value for their money. 

 

Thank you again for your confidence. I look forward to the continuing work for El Dorado. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


