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BIOGRAPHIES OF PRESENTERS 

 

FELICIA ARCE 

Felicia Arce is an Assistive Technology Program Specialist for the Wyoming Institute for 
Disabilities. Her current focus is developing demonstrations of assistive technology and 
other technology devices for individuals with disabilities, educators and members of the 
community. She also works on the development and implementation of and oversees 
the Wyoming Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) Clearinghouse, which includes 
coordination of AEM services for K-12 students and educators in Wyoming. 

Felicia’s presentation: 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT SUCCESSFUL EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 

TRANSITIONS 
 
The Wyoming Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) Clearinghouse will demonstrate 
assistive technology devices and services to support transitions between grade levels 
and between education and employment. Devices include Amazon ECHO, Bookshare, C-
Pen, Masterlist, PhotoMath, Voicedream Reader, KNFB Reader and more. Wednesday, 1 
p.m., Room 103 

MADISON BATES 

Madison is a 19-year-old from Torrington, Wyo. She hopes to inspire and advocate for 
youth through her personal experiences. She is currently studying K-12 Special 
Education and Pyschology at Black Hills State University. One goal of Madison's is to 
join the Peace Corps and continue her youth advocacy.  

Madison’s presentation: 
AND ON SHE GOES 

 
Madison will talk about her struggles with anxiety, depression and the bullies she faced 
in high school and how she overcame those battles, ones that many teens face every 
day. She will tell her story in hopes of helping peers successfully navigate their own 
internal and external struggles. Wednesday, 2:15 and 3:45 p.m., Room 103 

RHIANNA BRAND 

Rhianna Brand is the Director of Operations for Grace For 2 Brothers Foundation, a non-
profit organization dedicated to suicide prevention through education and awareness as 
well as providing support to survivors of suicide loss. She is the chair of Stop Suicide 
Cheyenne Coalition, a member of Wyoming Suicide Prevention Advisory Council 



(WYSPAC), Zero Suicide Initiative Wyoming and the American Association of Suicidology 
Suicide Prevention Social Media Team #SPSM, and a QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) 
Suicide Prevention Master Trainer. She is also a doTERRA Wellness advocate and films a 
video series titled Why Cheyenne for RE/MAX Capitol Properties Cheyenne. 

She received her Bachelors of Science degree majoring in Communication with a minor 
in marketing and sales. Before moving back to Wyoming, Rhianna had a career in the 
radio industry working in Austin, Texas, for Spirit 105.9. She worked with the Central 
Texas Chapter of American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, speaking at the Out of 
the Darkness Walk in 2014 held at the Texas State Capitol. Rhianna is a frequent 
speaker in Cheyenne, acting as a voice for those with mental illnesses and sharing the 
coping skills that help her manage her diagnoses.  

Her greatest joy in life is being a mother to her three beautiful children. She enjoys 
yoga, hula hooping, paddleboarding, snowboarding, hiking, and all things nature. Her 
greatest passion in life is to let others know they are not alone and to spread love and 
light where ever she goes. 

Rhianna’s presentation: 
ERASE THE STIGMA, ERASE THE SHAME 

 
The presentation from a suicide attempt survivor addresses coping skills, resources, 
signs and symptoms of suicidal thoughts, bullying, drinking, drugs, and how to survive 
life when, as an adolescent, you are not quite yet in charge of yours. Thursday, 9:45 
a.m. and 1:15 p.m., Room 167 

JENNIFER DAVIS 

Jennifer Davis is a 2001 graduate of Northern Arizona University with a Doctorate in 
Physical Therapy. Jennifer has primarily practiced as a pediatric physical therapist in 
Arizona and Wyoming since that time. She also has experience in geriatric, outpatient, 
and neurological rehabilitation. Jennifer currently specializes in preterm infants and 
children with disabilities. In 2012, she embarked on a new career path in child advocacy 
as the Director of the Wyoming Citizen Review Panel. This new endeavor has led to 
opportunities in advocacy related to the child welfare system ranging from primary 
prevention to specialized intervention services.  

Jennifer has had the opportunity to manage the Prevent Child Abuse Wyoming Program 
and a Parents as Teachers home visiting program. She provides trainings across the 
state related to child development (typical and atypical), safe sleep, Ages and Stages 
(ASQ-3 and ASQ-SE) developmental screening tools, and Healthy Moms, Happy Babies 
(a domestic violence curriculum for home visitors). Jennifer is an adjunct professor for 
Human Anatomy and Physiology as well as Medical Ethics at Laramie County 
Community College. Recently she had the opportunity to become the Consultant for the 
Wyoming Children’s Trust Fund. She is enjoying the challenge of advocating for 



prevention efforts to drive our systems across Wyoming. She enjoys spreading her 
passion for prevention of child abuse and neglect across the state in an effort to 
improve family stability. 

Dr. Davis and Nelinda Evaristo-Dahmke will offer two presentations: 

ACE (ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES) STUDY – PART 1: HARD-WIRING OUR BIOLOGY 
 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) has led to a reframing of child welfare and 
prevention efforts across the country. As the impacts of early trauma are identified 
through the ACEs survey, providers are able to more intentionally target efforts to 
address the underlying issues which may be impacting health and behavioral issues.  
This section will provide an overview of the ACE study and what we can learn from this 
information.  Wednesday, 1 p.m., Room 162 

ACE (ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES) STUDY – PART 2: RESILIENCY & PROTECTIVE 
FACTORS 

 
Learn how toxic stress can be hard-wired into our biology and adversely impacts health, 
behavior and learning. Wednesday, 2:15 p.m., Room 162 

WILLIAM DONKERSGOED 

Dr. Donkersgoed has coordinated the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) and the National Indian Education Study (NIES) in Wyoming since 2004. 

His presentation:  

THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS (NAEP): AN OVERVIEW 

This presentation will provide participants an overview of NAEP, highlighting Wyoming performance on 
the 2017 assessment and state results from the 2015 National Indian Education Study (NIES). 
Wednesday, 3:45 p.m., Room 162 

JESSICA FLOCK 

Jessica Flock, a Wyoming educator with a long association with teacher training and 
humanities programming in the state, is state coordinator for Wyoming History Day. 

Jessica served since 2012 as the Wyoming workshop facilitator for the Teaching with 
Primary Resources program affiliated with the Library of Congress via the University of 
Northern Colorado. She has extensive experience as an educator, workshop presenter 
and business owner, and has been an active part of the education and heritage 
communities around the state via presentations with the Wyoming Humanities Council 
and service with the Laramie Main Street Alliance. 

Jessica will address: 

TRIUMPH AND TRAGEDY IN HISTORY: INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES AND PRIMARY SOURCES 



 
Utilizing primary sources from the American Heritage Center, the presenter will explore a variety of 
historical events from indigenous perspectives. Thursday, 9:45 and 11 a.m., Library. 
 
JOHN M. GOGGLES 

Woxonoe’ee: Bear Boy. John is a member of the St. Stephen’s Indian School Board and 
was previously a member of the Arapahoe School District 8 School Board. He is 
Chairman of the Arapaho Elders Community Association (AECA), an Arapahoe Schools 
elders group that created the first level of the  Arapaho language iPad application and 
are currently working on Level 2.  

John will join members of the Arapaho Elders Community Association in presenting: 
 

AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING ARAPAHO HERITAGE AND TRADITIONS 
 

Arapaho elders will share important traditional knowledge that teachers should be aware of when 
working with Arapaho students. Thursday, 1:15 and 2:30 p.m., Room 103 
 
CHRISTOPHER GRANT 

Christopher Grant is the former Chief of Detectives of the Rapid City, S.D., Police 
Department's Criminal Investigation Division and the former commander of the Rapid 
City Area Gang Task Force. He is a graduate of the University of South Dakota (M.A.) 
and a graduate of the 181st session of the FBI National Academy. 

Mr. Grant is a nationally recognized authority on Native American street gang and 
prison gang issues and trends. He has worked with law enforcement officials, educators 
and community leaders in over 65 tribal communities, providing community gang and 
drug threat assessments and training programs to assist in recognizing, understanding 
and addressing gang and drug activity in Indian Country. Mr. Grant also frequently 
speaks at regional and national law enforcement and education conferences and 
seminars regarding the Indian Country gang issue. 

Mr. Grant’s presentation: 

RECOGNIZING AND RESPONDING TO GANG BEHAVIOR WITHIN THE SCHOOL 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
This session is designed to provide information regarding the "Gangster Mentality" and how it is 
manifested within our schools and communities, including common myths associated with gang 
subculture and how to effectively address and deter such behavior. Thursday, 9:45 and 11 a.m., 
Gymnasium 

TERESA HIS CHASE 

Nookhoosei Niibei: Singing Sage. Teresa is a semi-fluent Arapaho language speaker.  
She holds her AAS degree in Tribal Management and her BS degree in Business 



Administration. She is currently employed at Fremont County School District 38 as the 
21st Century Community Learning Center Coordinator.   

Teresa HisChase will join Veronica Miller in a workshop: 

TRANSFERRING TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE FROM ELDER TO CHILD 
 
This presentation will showcase the cultural identity, cultural history and life purpose of the Arapaho 
people that is transferred to the students at Arapahoe School. Thursday, 9:45 and 11 a.m., Room 103 

MICHELLE HOFFMAN 
 
Michelle Hoffman is a retired school Superintendent and former educator in Fremont 
County School District 14, Wyoming Indian Schools. She is working with Wyoming 
Public Broadcasting System as the Education Coordinator collaborating with Reservation 
area teachers on the Wind River Educational Modules. Michelle worked 30 years on the 
Wind River Indian Reservation as a teacher, Special Education Coordinator, Curriculum 
Coordinator, Middle School Principal and 11 years as the district’s Superintendent. She 
recently collaborated with Alpheus Media and Vision Maker Media writing the Viewer 
Discussion Guide for “What Was Ours.” 
 

She will present: 
 

WYOMING PBS NATIVE AMERICAN TEACHING MODULES 
 
WyomingPBS has produced 6 videos depicting the Wind River Reservation and the two tribes who live 
there. Lesson plans written by members of the Northern Arapaho and Eastern Shoshone tribes have been 
incorporated to create learning modules which will increase your students’ knowledge of the reservation. 
Wednesday, 1:00 and 2:15 p.m., Room 105 

RON HOWARD 

Ron has been teaching preschool for 18 years on the reservation to a majority of Native 
American children, most of whom are Arapaho.  

His presentation is: 

BIAS IN THE CLASSROOM 

This is an anti-bias presentation with the purpose of eliminating prejudice and bias in classrooms by 
learning to recognize the symptoms. Wednesday at 1 p.m. and 2:15 p.m., Room 164 

ANGELA JAIME 

Dr. Angela Jaime joined the University of Wyoming College of Education, Department of 
Educational Studies in fall 2004. An enrolled member of the Pitt River and Valley Maidu 
of northern California, Professor Jaime earned her BA at California State University, 
Sacramento, in Ethnic Studies with a concentration in American Indian Studies, her MA 
at San Francisco State University in the College of Ethnic Studies with an American 
Indian studies focus, and her Ph.D. from Purdue University in Curriculum Studies. 



Professor Jamie specializes in American Indian education, the study of Native women 
and their experiences in higher education, multicultural education, and Women's 
Studies. 

Dr. Jaime will be joined by Reinettte Tendore and Angela Dewolf-King in presenting: 
 

UW NATIVE AMERICAN TEAM 

 
Learn how multiple UW programs are providing support for Native students by creating a Native 
community away from home and building relationships with the Wind River Reservation and other Native 
American communities. Thursday, 1:15 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Library 
 
BARBARA JONES 

Barbara Jones is the Content Director of Culturally Responsive Practices at the Center 
on Standards and Assessment Implementation (CSAI) and a Research Associate at 
CRESST, UCLA. She researches best instructional practices for diverse learners with a 
focus on formative assessment. She is currently involved in creating on-line professional 
learning modules for teachers to support instruction in formative assessment and 
culturally responsive instruction for Native American Students. Ms. Jones received her 
bachelor's degree from UC Berkeley and her master's degree from UCLA. She is a 
former first grade teacher. 

Ms Jones’ presentation: 
 

CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE INSTRUCTION FOR NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENTS 
 
This presentation presents a framework of culturally responsive instruction for Native American students 
informed by Native American educational practices. It provides guidelines for implementing culturally 
responsive instruction in the classroom with a focus on their application in various content areas. 
Additionally, it addresses how to shift one's teaching toward a practice that more effectively promotes 
student agency and equity. Wednesday, 2:15 and 3:45 p.m., Room 180 

TRISHEENA KILLS PRETTY ENEMY 

In 2011, Ms. Kills Pretty Enemy started conducting research at her tribal college. She 
studied the contamination rates of Escherichia coli within the rivers of the Crow 
Reservation. Rivers are a sacred part of Crow culture and integrating her culture and 
her scientific curiosity together is meaningful to her, and led her to channel her love for 
science into a passion for research that will benefit her culture.  

Trisheena has been a student at Montana State University (MSU) since the fall of 2014 
pursuing a degree in microbiology. Since spring of 2017, she studied the molecular 
epidemiology of Clostridium difficile infection (CDI) at the Bozeman Deaconess Hospital 
(BDH). Through difficult courses and life circumstances, working as an undergraduate 
researcher was what motivated her to persevere in hopes that one day she could be a 
graduate student herself. 



This past summer of 2017, Trisheena was a part of the Native American Research 
Internship (NARI) summer program studying the genetic causes of congenital heart 
defects using zebrafish. She was a part of a lab that promoted a multinational and 
cultural environment pursuing scientific excellence. She realized there are only a few 
Native Americans within STEM and this experience has added to her enthusiasm to 
continue and pursue a doctorate degree to one day inspire her community to push 
further in their education. 

Trisheena is not only a Native American woman pursuing a degree in the STEM fields 
but also a mother to two little boys. She lives a very full life, but being a mother is what 
further pushes her to be the best she could be. Trisheena believes that she has a calling 
and it is in the sciences. She hopes to give back what has been given to her, which is 
why she hopes her story will inspire and empower other Natives who want to pursue a 
degree in STEM! 

Trisheena’s presentation is 

EMPOWERING NATIVE YOUTH IN STEM 

Research shows that STEM fields are in high demand in the workforce, but Native Americans face unique 
challenges to pursue these careers. Most Natives have less preparation and need to find strategies to 
achieve at the level of their peers. The presenter will share some of the lessons she has learned along 
the way. Wednesday, 2:15 and 3:45 p.m., Room 167. 

MEGAN KOHLI 

Megan Kohli directs the youth and volunteer programs at Grand Teton National Park, 
including internships, summer youth corps, school field trips and distance learning 
broadcasts. In addition to launching unique programs at Grand Teton that help grow 
students' leadership and job skills, Megan started the Canyon Field School at Grand 
Canyon. She's been teaching and learning her whole life and is dedicated to helping 
youth find their niche in an overwhelming world. 

Megan will lead two sessions: 
 

WILD WEST IN THE TETONS: LEARNING WESTWARD EXPANSION THROUGH STORIES AND 
STEM 

 
Learn more about Grand Teton's teacher workshop and field trip that helps explore homesteading in the 
West through a balanced lens and take home some sample activities to do with your students. Targeting 
elementary grades. Wednesday, 1 p.m. Room 167 

CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN OF OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP 
Megan Kohli 

 
Grand Teton National Park rangers facilitate teambuilding and leadership games inspired by mountain 
climbing and its challenges. Bring a friend and see if you have what it takes to "climb the mountain." 
Wednesday, 2:15 p.m. Outdoors. 



SUSAN KREAGER 

Registered Dietitian, Certified Diabetes Educator, with over 20 years experience in 
Health and Wellness. Certified Spinning Instructor.  

Susan Kreager and Elizabeth LeBeaux will present: 

LEARNING HOW TO BALANCE YOUR LIFE 

 
Our ancestors had a natural balance to their lives, and the incidence of diabetes was non-existent. Learn 
different methods of portion control, activity awareness and food selection to achieve balance and 
prevent diabetes for life. Thursday, 9:45 a.m., and 11 a.m., Room 159 

JORDANN LANKFORD 

Ms. Lankford is A'aniiih and Anishinaabe from Great Falls, Mont. She is an American 
Indian Academic Achievement Coach and Youth Mentor, runs an alternative education 
program for American Indian students and specializes in dropout prevention. She also 
advises a youth-lead American Indian high school group, "interTRIBAL Strong." 
Previously, she worked for the state of Montana's former state superintendent, Denise 
Juneau, and her Graduation Matters program, focusing on Indian Country in Montana. 

Jordann’s workshop: 

EMPOWERING NATIVE YOUTH THROUGH LEADERSHIP, FAMILY ENGAGEMENT AND 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION STRATEGIES 

 
This presentation will explain how Montana is empowering its youth and promoting community 
engagement among its young people. Alternative education structures for American Indian students as 
well as dropout-prevention strategies will be discussed. Thursday, 1:15 and 2:30 p.m., Room 162 
 
JARRETT LAUGHLIN 

Jarrett Laughlin comes from a family of educators and has been engaged in education 
research and policy development for over 15 years. He has worked for the Assembly of 
First Nations (AFN), Canadian Council on Learning (CCL), Ontario Ministry of Education 
and most recently as the CEO and Founder of Sprig Learning. Jarrett has worked with 
educational organizations across the world developing holistic and innovative 
approaches to measuring success in education. His recent passion involves mobilizing 
research into action through socially innovative, community-based projects through his 
educational technology company, Sprig Learning. 

Jarrett Laughlin and Blaine Gould will present: 
 

USING PUPPETS AND iPADS TO MEASURE AND SUPPORT ORAL LANGUAGE LEARNING IN 
THE EARLY YEARS 

 
Experience a live demonstration of Antle Discovers His Voice - an oral language learning program that 
uses a holistic approach to learning and assessment for students aged 3-6, and was developed to 



revitalize and promote the Mi'kmaw language. Classroom material includes puppets, storybooks and iPad 
applications. Wednesday, 1 p.m., in the High School Library and at 3:45 p.m. in Room 183. 

CHESIE LEE 

Chesie Lee, an attorney, is a graduate of Ohio State University majoring in sociology, 
did graduate work at the University of Arizona in community development and received 
her juris doctorate at Chase Law School, Northern Kentucky University. Her lifelong 
vocation is advocacy for justice with nonprofit groups. She grew up in southeastern 
Ohio in a community where the Underground Railroad had led to a racially mixed 
community and later worked in the inner city of Cincinnati. She moved to Wyoming in 
1987 and to Riverton in 2013 to work with Native Americans living on the Wind River 
Reservation where her organizing efforts led to the formation of the Wind River Native 
Advocacy Center. Following the 2015 shootings in Riverton of two Northern Arapaho by 
a white city employee, she became focused on ending racism in Wyoming. Chesie was 
at the March on Washington in 1963 and inspired by Martin Luther King’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech.  

Dr. Lee will discuss: 
IMPLICIT BIAS 

 
Implicit bias refers to the attitudes or stereotypes that affect understanding, actions and decisions in an 
unconscious manner. This workshop will help to raise awareness of the origins of implicit bias and the 
negative impact on Native Americans, and explore techniques to minimize implicit bias. Thursday, 11 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m., Room 167 
 
CHAD LEMLEY 

Longtime resident and teacher in Fremont County. Graduated from Riverton High 
School (quite a while ago) studying 1.5 years at Central Wyoming College before 
transferring and earning a bachelors in elementary education from the University of 
Wyoming (also quite a while ago). Taught 5th grade at St. Stephens Indian School for 
five years, third grade at Lincoln Elementary School in Riverton for three years, and 
have taught 5th grade at Wind River School for nine years and counting. 

Chad will offer three different presentations: 

ENGAGING K-8 WYOMING NATIVE AMERICAN EDUCATION STANDARDS: ARAPAHO TRIBE 
 

Participants will explore various high-engagement strategies coupled with WDE Native education 
resources, designed to meet Wyoming standards for learning about the Arapaho Tribe in K-8 classrooms. 
Thursday, 9:45 a.m., Room 164 

ENGAGING K-8 WYOMING NATIVE AMERICAN EDUCATION STANDARDS: SHOSHONE TRIBE 
 

Participants will explore various high-engagement strategies coupled with WDE Native education 
resources, designed to meet Wyoming standards for learning about the Shoshone Tribe in K-8 
classrooms. Thursday, 11 a.m., Room 164 



ALIGNING K-8 WYO. NATIVE ED STANDARDS AND WY-TOPP READINESS 

This session is designed to help participants expand student learning while meaningfully addressing ELA 
common core standards. Various methods will be explored for students to compare and contrast their 
understandings of the Arapaho and Shoshone Tribes. Thursday, 1:15 p.m., Room 164 

BILLY MILLS 

Billy Mills was born on June 30, 1938 in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. He is Oglala Lakota 
(Sioux) and grew up on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. Billy did not have an easy 
childhood. Surrounded by poverty and orphaned at the age of 12, he started running to 
channel his energy into something positive. In high school, his gift for running become 
more apparent as he set records in numerous track events. He went on to earn a track 
scholarship from the University of Kansas and then served as an Officer in the United 
States Marine Corps. 

At the 1964 Olympics, he shocked the world and came from behind to win the gold 
medal in the 10,000 meters. At the time, he set a world record of 28 minutes, 24.4 
seconds and is still the only American to ever win a gold medal in event. His win was an 
upset that has been called the second greatest moment in Olympic history.  

In Lakota culture, someone who achieves great success has a “giveaway” to thank the 
support system of family and friends who helped him achieve his goal. As part of his 
effort to give back to his community, Billy helped found Running Strong for American 
Indian Youth and became the organization's national spokesperson. Today Billy travels 
over 300 days every year. He visits American Indian communities throughout the U.S. 
and speaks to youth about healthy lifestyles and taking pride in their heritage. 

In 2014, Billy Mills celebrated the 50th anniversary of his gold medal win by 
starting Dreamstarter, a grant program to jumpstart the dreams of Native youth. 

Billy will offer the opening keynote at 9:45 a.m. on Wednesday at CWC’s Peck Art Center 
Auditorium. 

JOSH MINK 

Josh attended Portland State University where he earned a Bachelor's degree in Social 
Studies. Then he attended Lewis & Clark College where he earned his Master's degree 
in counseling. He ran the Boys & Girls Club in North Portland for five years prior to 
moving on to Idaho where he began his counseling career. He worked as a counselor, 
Athletic Director, and varsity girl's basketball coach at Basalt High School in Colorado. In 
2016, he moved to Wyoming and took on the role of K-12 counselor at St. Stephens 
Indian School. 

Josh Mink will joint Billy Brost and Greg Juneau in presenting a two-part workshop: 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
 

http://indianyouth.org/Dreamstarter


Restorative Justice is a theory of justice that emphasizes repairing the harm caused by criminal behavior 
or wrongdoing. Session 1, Thursday, 1:15 p.m. Gymnasium, will focus on the basics. Session 2 will 
examine practices, Thursday, 2:30 p.m., Gymnasium. 
 
IVA MOSS-REDMAN, MICHAEL REDMAN 

Iva Moss-Redman is an enrolled member of the Northern Arapaho Tribe and resides in 
the Arapahoe community on the Wind River Reservation. In 2006, Iva graduated from 
the University of Utah with a BS in Elementary Education. After graduation, she was 
hired by Arapahoe School, Fremont County School District 38 to be a middle school 
math teacher. Later in 2014, Iva graduated with a MS in Natural Science and Middle 
Level Mathematics from the University of Wyoming. Currently, Iva teaches S.T.E.M. for 
grades 6-12 at Arapahoe Middle School and Arapahoe Charter High School. Iva has 
done numerous projects with her students that integrate the Arapaho culture into their 
learning experiences, connecting culture with mathematics and science. 
 
Michael Redman is an enrolled member of the Northern Arapaho Tribe and resides in 
the Arapahoe community on the Wind River Reservation. In 2003 Michael graduated 
from Central Wyoming College with two AS degrees, in Psychology and Secondary 
Education. Michael graduated from the University of Utah in 2005 with a BS in Special 
Education. He is presently employed at St.Stephen's Indian School as the Arapaho 
Culture teacher, where he is integrating technology into his classroom by introducing 
gaming and mapping. 
 

Iva and Michael will join Carla Hester-Croff in offering: 

COMPUTER GAMING: USING THE CULTURE TO HELP STUDENTS CODE 

 
Computational thinking is a skill all 21st century learners need to have. Glimpse what you can offer to 
your students and how to include their background in their games. Be prepared to learn how to build 
a simple game as an introduction. Thursday, 2:30 p.m., Room 164 
 

ORION MORRIS 

Orion is Admissions Counselor for Job Corps that covers central Wyoming, assisting and 
guiding young applicants ages 16-24 through the various career paths that are offered 
through the Job Corps Program.  

His presentation: 
JOB CORPS ENROLLMENT 

 
Information about the Job Corps Program and the various trades available will be provided, including 
guidance on how to enroll and what to expect while at Job Corps. Wednesday, 3:45 p.m., Room 105 

MIRANDA MURRAY 



Miranda Murray is a K-12 art educator for Great Falls Public Schools in Great Falls, 
Montana. Miranda has lessons and presentations around the state of Montana 
concerning her field and Indian Education. She is currently completing her minor in 
Native American Studies from Salish Kootenai College.  

Miranda will present: 

AMERICAN INDIAN ART: APPROPRIATION VS. APPRECIATION 

 
When is it appropriate to take inspiration from the art and culture of American Indian Tribes without 
appropriating it? This presentation addresses modern and traditional aspects of American Indian culture 
and includes lesson plans that concentrate on appropriate Indian Education for All concepts. Thursday, 
9:45 a.m. and 11 a.m. in Room 162 

DIMPLE PATEL 

At the National Indian Education Association, Dimple supports the development and 
facilitation of tribal engagement in states as it relates to the implementation of the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). She is responsible for building and bridging 
relationships with key stakeholders including tribal governments, Native education 
advocates, educators, parents, and district and state leaders to ensure that Native 
students are supported under ESSA. Dimple joined the NIEA community immediately 
upon graduating with her Master’s degree in Urban Education Policy from Brown 
University, where she interned with the Bureau of Indian Education. In the past Dimple 
has also worked as a youth worker and public health advocate. 

Dimple will be joined by her NIEA colleague, Diana Cournoyer in presenting three 
presentations: 

NIEA’S STATE ADVOCACY WORK 
 

This workshop by the National Indian Education Association will promote understanding, building 
relationships and generating ideas for engaging families and the community in education of the whole 
child. Thursday, 9:45 and 11 a.m., Room 183 
 

CULTURALLY BASED EDUCATION THROUGH PROJECT-BASED LEARNING 
 

This workshop aims to help Native-serving educators think about ways to drive Culturally-Based 
Education (CBE) - instruction that is based on the values, norms, knowledge, beliefs, practices, and 
language of a community - through Project-Based Learning (PBL). Thursday, 1:15 p.m., Room 183 
 

NIEA’S TEACHER INITIATIVE: BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF STRONG TEACHERS AND 
LEADERS 

Learn about the National Indian Education Association and its work to connect Native-serving schools 
with excellent teachers as a way to improve educational opportunities for Native students. Thursday, 2:30 
p.m., Room 183 

DANIELLE HOPE PERALTA 



Danielle Hope Peralta is a special education paraprofessional employed by Fremont 
County School District 38 in Arapahoe, Wyo., for the past 7 years and a 21st Century 
Community Learning Center instructor for the last 3 years. Along with her 21st CCLC co-
instructor, Larissa Lawrence, they have initiated an afterschool program, Arapaho 
Odyssey Cooking and Gardening. They also initiated the Farm to School movement at 
the school. Hope has an AA in Fine Arts and an AA in Early Childhood Education and is 
working on a Bachelor degree in Early Childhood Education. Along with her husband, 
Pete, they own and operate Red Creek Ranch in Crowheart, Wyo. Hope is an enrolled 
member of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewas. 

Hope Peralta and Larissa Lawrence will offer: 
 

CHARLIE CART PRESENTATION 
 
The Charlie Cart Project provides all the necessary tools to teach children the skills of cooking, eating, 
and making healthy food choices for life. Learn more about this project and how Arapaho language and 
culture are integrated into lessons. Thursday, 9:45 and 11 a.m., Room 180 
 
TOM REA 

Tom Rea is editor and co-founder, with the Wyoming State Historical Society, of 
WyoHistory.org, a state-history website, which has been online since 2011 and now 
offers hundreds of well-sourced articles plus maps, historic photos, field-trip 
suggestions and more. He worked for many years in the newspaper business and has 
written several books on Wyoming history. He lives in Casper. 
Tom will be joined by Iva Moss-Redman, Michael Redman and Lynette St. Clair in presenting: 

WIND RIVER TRIBAL HISTORY FOR ALL 

 
To increase cross-cultural understanding and support the aims of Wyoming’s new Indian Education for All 
law, educators from the Wind River Reservation together with WyoHistory.org are developing high-quality 
content and standards-based lesson plans. Thursday, 9:45 and 11 a.m., Room 135 
 
ELK SAGE  
 
Elk Sage is a member of the Northern Arapaho Tribe from the Wind River Reservation in 
Wyoming. He has been working in the field of Suicide Prevention for eight years. He 
began working for the Northern Arapaho Tribal Health Department in 2010 on the 
Planting Seeds Of Hope Project which was in collaboration with the Montana-Wyoming 
Tribal Leaders Council. The focus of the planting seeds of hope project was “tribal 
youth suicide prevention”. 

In 2012, Mr. Sage began working for the Methamphetamine and Suicide Prevention 
Initiative Program (MSPI). Over the years he has had success in several different 
cultural healing approaches including talking circles, art therapy, traditional arts and 
crafts, traditional singing and drumming, community sweats, community round dances, 



teen dances/gatherings, Fatherhood/Motherhood Is Sacred, and Northern Arapaho 
horse culture classes.  

Mr. Sage is a certified facilitator in two curricula by the Native American Fatherhood & 
Families Association. (Fatherhood/ Motherhood Is Sacred and Linking Generations by 
Strengthening Relationships.) He is a certified Adult Mental Health First Aid Instructor 
and also a certified peer specialist through Recover Wyoming. 

Mr. Sage served as Chairman for the Fremont County Suicide Prevention Task Force for 
nearly a year and a half and is a member of the Wyoming Suicide Prevention Advisory 
Council Group. 

In 1996, he received his Associates in Applied Sciences from Wyoming Technical 
Institute. He is also a member of Northern Arapaho Eagle Drum Society and is currently 
coordinating an IHS grant for suicide prevention. 

Elk Sage and his father, Allison Sage Jr., will offer: 
 

NORTHERN ARAPAHO HORSE CULTURE 
 
Horses are very healing beings because they absorb much negative energy and leave us feeling calmer. 
The Northern Arapaho Horse Culture Class empowers participants to take control of their lives through 
prayer, spirituality, use of traditional medicines, talking circles, horsemanship and teamwork. Appropriate 
for 
beginners to experienced riders. Participants do not need to mount or ride a horse. Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
and 3:45 p.m. North of the Elementary School. 

D. LYNETTE SAINT CLAIR 

D. Lynette St. Clair is a Shoshone Culture Teacher at Wyoming Indian Middle School in 
Ethete, Wyo. Lynette holds a State of Wyoming Teacher Certification in Shoshone 
Language, a Bachelor’s Degree in Public Relations with a Minor in Organizational 
Communication, and a Master’s Degree in Native American Leadership. She is an Indian 
education consultant, working with numerous state and local agencies on curriculum 
development and education documentaries about the Wind River Indian Reservation. 
Lynette has over 20 years of work experience in the field of education and currently 
serves on the Fremont County School District 21 Board of Trustees, Central Wyoming 
College BOCHES board, Shoshone Resource Advisory Committee, and has served on the 
Wyoming Department of Education Social Studies Standards Review Committee and 
Foreign Language Standards Review Committee.  

Lynette’s presentation: 
 

WELCOME TO THE REZ! DEVELOPING AN OVERVIEW OF THE COMMUNITY FOR NEWBIES & 
ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR STAFF 

 
Participants will be introduced to the Wind River Indian Reservation - specifically the Shoshone Tribal 
community - and will learn the history of the Shoshone people. School administrators will be given 



examples of ways to bolster professional and personal growth for teachers new to the area as well as 
present teaching staff. Wednesday at 1 p.m. and 2:15 p.m. in Room 159. 

VICTORIA SANDERS 

Ms. Sanders is a Wyoming resident and a proponent for gamifying the social sciences. 
She and her husband are the kind of people who get out of the car to read historical 
landmarks to their two sons. No doubt this drives their boys crazy; but at least they 
know the song of the meadowlark.   

Tory’s presentation: 

THE BOZEMAN TRAIL – AN INTERACTIVE LEARNING GAME 

Learn about an interactive edugame that prompts students to kinesthetically explore multiple 
perspectives of westward expansion. The result is an inquiry-led exercise that cuts across all social 
studies standards and mainstreams social and emotional learning into core content. Thursday, 11 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m., Room 105 

MALISSA FERUZZI SHRIVER 

Malissa Feruzzi Shriver is the strategic philanthropy and arts education advocacy advisor 
for Frank Gehry and the President of Turnaround Arts: California, previously serving as 
the founding Executive Director. She has served as First Vice President of the board for 
the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) and Chair of the NASAA Arts 
Learning Advisory Committee; the governing board for the Western States Arts 
Federation; and the advisory board for the Center for Research on Creativity.  

Ms. Shriver was appointed by California State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom 
Torlakson to co-chair a task force on creative education after chairing the California 
team for the National Endowment for the Arts’ Education Leaders Institute. The task 
force was charged with writing A Blueprint for Creative Schools, which was released in 
2015. Shriver co-founded CREATE CA (Core Reforms Engaging Arts to Educate in 
California), a statewide initiative to address the erosion of arts education in public 
schools. She served two terms on the California Arts Council with four years as Chair, 
was on the California Alliance for Arts Education policy board, was a California Institute 
for the Arts trustee, and currently serves on the Get Lit advisory board and the board of 
The Actors’ Gang.  

In 2014, Shriver received the Arts Education Award from Americans for the Arts. She 
majored in women’s studies at UCLA and attended the state and local government 
program at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. She received an honorary 
doctorate from the Laguna College of Art and Design and is a member of the Screen 
Actors Guild. 
Malissa will be joined by Paula Wyant and Ernesto Colin in a keynote panel Thursday at 8:30 

a.m. in the St. Stephens High School Gymnasium to discuss the work of Turnaround Arts: 



California in turning around the climate and culture at a Native American school through 
integration of the arts. 

SARAH SPAFFORD 

Sarah a certified Question, Persuade, Refer Trainer and Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Trainer. She works at the Wyoming Department of Health Injury & Violence 
Prevention Program as an Injury Prevention Coordinator focusing on suicide and sexual 
violence prevention. Her educational background is in Psychology and she is finishing a 
Master’s degree in Suicidology that will be completed in the fall of 2018. 

Her presentation: 

QUESTION, PERSUADE AND REFER (QPR) TRAINING 
 

QPR, much like CPR, is an emergency response to someone in crisis and can save lives. This suicide-
prevention gatekeeper training will cover 1) How to Question, Persuade and Refer someone who may be 
suicidal, 2) How to get help for yourself or learn more about preventing suicide, 3) The common causes 
of suicidal behavior, 4) The warning signs of suicide, and 5) How to get help for someone in crisis. 
Wednesday at 1 p.m. and 2:15 p.m., Room 183 

MARLIN SPOONHUNTER 

Marlin taught grades 4-8 in District 38, Browning, Mont. from 1983 to 2003. He 
implemented cultural knowledge in the curriculum as a teacher for 18 years. Marlin 
graduated from the University of Montana with a BE degree in Elementary Education 
and from Montana State University with a ME in Adult Ed and an Endorsement in 
Administrative Leadership.   

Marlin Spoonhunter will be joined by Tillie Jenkins and Theron Spoonhunter in offering: 

NORTHERN PLAINS HAND GAMES 

Implementing tribal hand games enhances student involvement, participation, pride and humor. Cultural 
activities our students relate to minimizes classroom behavior. Wednesday at 2:15 p.m. and 3:45 p.m. in 
the Gymnasium. 

TARISSA SPOONHUNTER 

Dr. Spoonhunter is an enrolled member of the Northern Arapaho Tribe. She earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology, Master of Arts in American Indian Studies and Ph.D. in 
American Indian Studies. She is a researcher for the Native Nations Institute and 
adjunct at Blackfeet Community College and Wind River Tribal College. 

Dr. Spoonhunter and Jennifer Wellman will offer: 
 

PARTNERING STEM SCIENCE WITH TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE ON WIND 
RIVER 

 
By seeking and supporting innovative ideas from STEM-Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) 
stakeholders in K-12 schools and in the Wind River community, mini-grant programs are expected to elicit 



and enable development of culturally appropriate STEM education strategies while fostering diversity in 
STEM-TEK education and research. Wednesday at 1 p.m. in Room 180 and at 3:45 p.m. in Room 159. 

ASHLEY TRAUTMAN 

Ashley Trautman serves as an Assistant Professor at the University of Montana School 
of Social Work and is a Juvenile Justice Technical Assistance Specialist at the National 
Native Children’s Trauma Center. Ashley retains a Masters in Social Work and Juris 
Doctorate with a concentration in Federal Indian Law from the University of Montana. 
In her work at the National Native Children’s Trauma Center, Ashley provides training 
and technical assistance to tribal communities on the issue of childhood trauma. This 
work has included training to tribal court judges, attorneys, advocates and social service 
workers on trauma informed tribal codes and practices. In her role as faculty in the 
School of Social Work, Ashley teaches policy and a class on the history of laws and 
policies impacting tribal sovereignty and contemporary implications to tribal 
communities.  

Dr. Trautman will present: 
 

WORKING ACROSS SYSTEMS TO PROMOTE TRAUMA-INFORMED SERVICE DELIVERY 
 

Youth who have experienced trauma may be at higher risk for delinquency, experience challenges in 
school and perhaps be involved in the child welfare system. This presentation will provide suggestions for 
school, child welfare and justice systems in implementing trauma-informed practices. Thursday, 1:15 and 
2:30 p.m., Room 180 
 
TINA WEST, KIM STEPHENS 

Tina West is a third-grade teacher and Kim Stephens is a first-grade teacher at Hoopa 
Elementary School. They will offer a presentation that builds on Thursday morning’s 
keynote: 

TURNAROUND ARTS CALIFORNIA: KEEPERS OF THE STRATEGIES 
 
This workshop will offer details about Hoopa Elementary School’s success in using the arts to increase 
student engagement and learning through their partnership with Turnaround Arts: California, using an 
effective, teacher-led training model. Thursday, 1:15 p.m. Room 159. 

ALDORA WHITE EAGLE 
INVISIBLE ME: VIEWPOINTS OF NORTHERN ARAPAHO EARLY SCHOOL LEAVERS 

 
American Indians drop out at a higher rate but are often lost in reports about educational achievement 
and progress. This session reviews the reasons why Northern Arapaho students leave school early and 
what educators can do to help students to finish high school. Thursday, 9:45 a.m., Room 105 
 


