
 
UC Berkeley Department of Art Practice               Monday, June 11th, 2018 
For Immediate Release 
 

Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle Appointed Assistant Professor of Painting 
 

 
Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle, Assistant Professor of Painting, UC Berkeley Department of Art Practice 

Image Credit: Jake Michaels for ​The New York Times 
 
The UC Berkeley Department of Art Practice is excited to announce that internationally 
recognized artist ​Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle​ will join its faculty as Assistant Professor of Painting 
in Fall 2018.​ Hinkle is an interdisciplinary artist whose practice includes drawing and painting, 
immersive installations, sound art, performance, activism, and writing. 

http://www.kachstudio.com/


 
Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle,​The Evanesced: The Retrieval #101​, 2018. India Ink on Dura-Lar.  

 
Recently on view at The San Francisco Arts Commission and the California African American 
Museum, Hinkle’s ongoing series of work ​The Evanesced ​(2016-) is an expansive series of loosely 
rendered figurative drawings and paintings –  semi-abstract “unportraits” that call attention to the 
erasure of the thousands of black women who disappear every year due to colonialism, human 
trafficking, homicides, and other forms of erasure. The series also has a suite of performances. 
Hinkle ​asks​, “How can we retrieve people? How can we retrieve ourselves and make ourselves 
instruments of change? … I’m not interested in defining what my art is. I’m interested in what it has 
the power to do.” 
 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/art/article/An-artist-s-unportraits-summon-missing-12618316.php


The Kentifirica Project ​(2012-) is an ongoing interactive installation in which Hinkle researches and 
creates collaborative artwork about her identity as a descendant of ​Kentifrica​, a “contested” 
combination of the geographies of her ancestral lands of Kentucky and parts of West Africa. A 2018 
Wanlass Artist In Residency at Occidental College​ saw Hinkle “re-creating artifacts and sharing 
narratives and customs from her research archives … reconstructing a Kentifrican identity that 
invites a critical engagement with the intersections of collective vs. personal histories, diaspora, 
migration, immigration, cross-cultural exchange, and issues of geography and authority in 
relationship to knowledge production.” 
 

 
Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle, ​The Arrival​, 2016.  ​Yupo paper, Cotton paper, and Acrylic Paint on wood panel. 

 
Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle​ was born in Louisville, Kentucky in 1987. She received her BFA in Painting at 
Maryland Institute College of Art in 2009, and her MFA in Art & Critical Studies/Creative Writing at 
California Institute of the Arts in 2012. She was awarded a 2015 Fulbright Fellowship to conduct 
research at the University of Lagos, Nigeria. 
 

https://www.oxy.edu/events/view-kentifrications-convergent-truths-realities-13


Hinkle’s artwork and experimental writing has been exhibited and performed at The Studio Museum 
in Harlem, Project Row Houses, The Hammer Museum, The Museum of Art at The University of 
New Hampshire, The Museum of the African Diaspora (MoAD) in San Francisco, The Made in LA 
2012 Biennial, The California African American Museum, The BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art, 
Weingart Gallery, Occidental College, and The San Francisco Arts Commission. Hinkle’s work has 
been reviewed by ​The​ ​San Francisco Chronicle​, ​The Los Angeles Times​, ​LA Weekly​, ​Artforum​, Art 
Practical, ​Hyperallergic​, ​KQED News​, ​Ebony​, ​The Huffington Post​, The Washington Post,​ and ​The 
New York Times​,​ among others.  
 
Hinkle is the recipient of numerous awards including The Cultural Center for Innovation’s Investing 
in Artists Grant, Social Practice in Art (SPart-LA), Jacob K Javits Fellowship for Graduate Study, 
The Fulbright Fellowship, and The Rema Hort Mann Foundation Emerging Artists Award. Her 
writing has appeared in ​Not That But This​, Obsidian Journal,​ and ​Among Margins: Critical and 
Lyrical Writing on Aesthetics​.  
 
Hinkle will be showing ​The Evanesced: Embodied Disappearance [Searching for Califia]​ in the 
Mexicali Biennial 2018​ at ​Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions beginning ​on Saturday, June 9th. 
She is featured in the ​documentary ​Artist and Mother​ (​Artbound ​S9 E7), airing Tuesday, June 12th 
on KCET, and ​screening​ that same day at the California African American Museum, followed by a 
conversation with the artists and art writer Jori Finkel. ​Kentifrications: Convergent Truth(s) and 
Realities​, a catalogue to accompany Hinkle’s ​Wanlass Artist in Residency at Occidental College​, 
will be published by ​Sming Sming Books​. Hinkle’s ​first book​, SIR​ (​Litmus Press​, forthcoming, 2018) 
reflects on naming as a tool for undefining the defined. 
 
The UC Berkeley Department of Art Practice​ provides rigorous practical, conceptual, and critical 
training within the context of a world-renowned public research university. Distinguished faculty 
have included Joan Brown, Peter Voulkos, Jim Melchert, Katherine Sherwood, ​Hans Hoffmann, 
Chiura Obata, ​and Richard Shaw. Notable alumni include Sarah Cain, Theresa Hak Kyung Cha, 
Enrique Chagoya, Ian Cheng, Jay DeFeo, Mark Grotjahn, Alicia McCarthy, Shana Moulton, Shirin 
Neshat, Sonya Rapoport, Ehren Tool, and Chris Vargas. ​The department continues its commitment 
to educating students for the contemporary world by addressing ongoing global, sociopolitical and 
cultural shifts, as well as incorporating new technologies as tools for innovative art practices. 
 
CONTACT: 
Erik Nelson, Art Practice Department Manager 
erik_nelson@berkeley.edu 
347 Kroeber Hall, University of California 
Berkeley, CA 94720-3750 
(510) 642-2582 
art.berkeley.edu 

 

  ​@UCBArtPractice​      ​@worthryder​     ​@worthryder  

https://www.sfchronicle.com/art/article/An-artist-s-unportraits-summon-missing-12618316.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/art/article/An-artist-s-unportraits-summon-missing-12618316.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/art/article/An-artist-s-unportraits-summon-missing-12618316.php
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/la-et-cm-kenyatta-hinkle-caam-20170327-htmlstory.html
http://www.laweekly.com/arts/inspired-by-sayhername-artist-kenyatta-ac-hinkle-is-keeping-black-women-from-disappearing-8021319
https://www.artforum.com/interviews/kenyatta-a-c-hinkle-on-her-exhibition-at-the-museum-of-the-african-diaspora-56320
https://hyperallergic.com/374533/imagining-the-portraits-of-african-american-women-erased-from-history/
https://www.kqed.org/news/11650964/bay-area-artist-retrieves-missing-young-black-women
http://www.ebony.com/entertainment-culture/artist-kenyatta-a-c-hinkle-politics-female-body
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/kenyatta-ac-hinkle-drawings_us_58dbf205e4b0546370645cc4
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/14/arts/design/one-artists-melancholy-look-at-missing-african-american-women.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/14/arts/design/one-artists-melancholy-look-at-missing-african-american-women.html
http://notthatbutthis.com/2017/05/the-women-in-kerry-james-marshalls-mastry/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/goldlinepress/among-margins/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/goldlinepress/among-margins/
http://mexicalibiennial.org/
https://www.kcet.org/shows/artbound/episodes/artist-and-mother
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/screening-and-panel-artist-and-mother-tickets-45773304185
https://www.oxy.edu/events/view-kentifrications-convergent-truths-realities-13
https://www.smingsming.com/
https://www.litmuspress.org/
mailto:erik_nelson@berkeley.edu
http://art.berkeley.edu/
http://art.berkeley.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/UCBArtPractice
https://www.instagram.com/worthryder/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/worthryder

	Kenyatta A.C. Hinkle UC Berkeley Art Practice .pdf

