
History of the Pacific Seminar 
 

 After World War II, the Buddhist Churches of America began a major annual summer 
program at the Berkeley Buddhist Temple, bringing together scholars, ministers, and lay 
members to seriously share and listen to the Dharma. They met for the first time in 1952, under 
the sponsorship of the BCA and the Berkeley Buddhist Temple. Later, the program was called 
“The Pacific Seminar,” and met at the Asilomar State Campgrounds in Monterey, California.  

 With the opening of the new Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley, the idea of reviving the 
Pacific Seminar emerged. Since 2008, the Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) and the Center for 
Buddhist Education (CBE) have co-sponsored the “Pacific Seminar - 21st Century” every 
summer at the JSC and added winter sessions at various BCA temples. 
 
 January 2017 – “East Meets West” Dharmathon with Higashi and Nishi Ministers A series of 

dharma messagesgiven by over a dozen ministers from both traditions including Rev. Noriaki Ito, 
Bishop of the Higashi Honganji North American District; and Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop of the 
Buddhist Churches of America and Regional Superintendent of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha 
North American District. (Held at the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.) 

 July 2016 – “Jodo Shinshu Buddhism Beyond Borders.” Keynote Speakers: Dr. Mark Blum, 
University of California, Berkeley; and Dr. Jessica L. Main, University of British Columbia. Live 
podcast of Dharmarealm.com with hosts Rev. Harry Bridge and Dr. Scott Mitchell, gathas by Dii 
Lewis; and “Ojo Raisan” chanting by Rev. Kojo Kakihara and Rev. Yuki Sugahara. 

 January 2016 – “East Meets West: Jodo Shinshu from the Higashi and Nishi Perspectives.” 
Keynote Speakers: Dr. Mark Blum, University of California, Berkeley, and Rev. Henry Adams, San 
Mateo Buddhist Temple. (Held at the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple and the 
Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple.) 

 July 2015 – “The Call of the Nembutsu.” Speakers: Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto, Institute of 
Buddhist Studies, Professor Mitsuya Dake, Ryukoku University, Rev. Uma Lama Ghising, 
Kathmandu Hongwanji, Nepal, Mushim Ikeda, East Bay Meditation Center, Elaine Donlin, Buddhist 
Church of San Francisco, Santussika Bhikkhuni, Buddhist Global Relief. 

 March 2015 – “Life of Awakening: True Teaching.” Keynote Speaker: Prof. Tomoyasu Naito, 
Kangaku, Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, and Professor Emeritus, Ryukoku University. Guest 
Speaker: Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara, Co-Director, BCA Center for Buddhist Education, Program 
Coordinator, Jodo Shinshu Center Hongwanji Office. (Held at the Seattle Betsuin Buddhist Temple.) 

 July 2014 – “Sea of Suffering, Ocean of Compassion.” Honored Guests: Rev. Dr. Taitetsu and 
Mrs. Alice Unno. Keynote Speakers: Rev. Tetsuo Unno and Rev. Dr. Mark Ty Unno. Guest 
Speaker: Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge, Buddhist Church of Oakland. 

 March 2014 – “The Benefits of a Life of Shinjin.” Keynote Speaker: Prof. Nobuhiro Fukagawa, 
Kangaku, Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha. (Held at the Gardena Buddhist Church.) 

 July 2013 – “Shinran & Ajatasatru: Understanding the Human Condition.” Keynote Speaker: 
Dr. Mark Blum, State University of New York, Albany. Guest Speaker: Prof. Keiko Toro, Lecturer 
of Japanese Buddhism, Jin-ai University, Fukui, Japan. 

 February 2013 – “The Path of the Nembutsu.” Keynote Speaker: Dr. Takamaro Shigaraki, author, 
A Life of Awakening: The Heart of the Shin Buddhist Path, The World of Buddhist Awakening, and 



Heart of the Shin Buddhist Path: A Life of Awakening. (Held at the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji 
Buddhist Temple.) 

 July 2012 – “Shinran’s Quest: Understanding Himself to Understand the Human Condition.” 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Mark Blum, State University of New York, Albany. 

 January 2012 – “A Life of Shinjin.” Keynote Speaker: Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto, Institute of 
Buddhist Studies. (This first-time Winter Pacific Seminar took place at the Los Angeles Hompa 
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple.) 

 June 2011 – “The Path to the Pure Land: Why is the Nembutsu relevant to my life today?” 
Speakers and group leaders: Rev. John Iwohara, Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple; Rev. Gregory 
Gibbs, Oregon Buddhist Temple; Rev. Harry Bridge, Oakland Buddhist Temple; and Rev. 
Kiyonobu Kuwahara, Center for Buddhist Education/Hongwanji. 

 June 2010 – “Shinran’s Path in America Yesterday and Today.” Keynote Speaker: Rev. Tetsuo 
Unno, former BCA minister. Guest Speaker: Reverend Shoki Mohri, BCA minister emeritus, and 
others. 

 June 2009 – “Shinran and His Teachings.” Keynote Speaker: Dr. Toshikazu Arai, Soai University, 
Osaka, Japan. 

 June 2008 – “Honen & Shinran: Pure Land Masters Within Our Contemporary World.” 
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Kodo Tanaka, Acting Bishop, Jodoshu North America. 
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