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2017-2018 

Rabbi Schonbrun’s                   

Course Offerings 

The Ethical Life: Jewish Values in an Age of Choice; 
A course in Jewish Ethics from the Jewish                
Theological Seminary 
 

From political and financial scandals to rapid progress in 

biomedical science and technology, the complex issues of 
modern society are, at their core, issues of ethical and 

moral concern. Now more than ever, we require a solid 
understanding of how Jewish ethics can inform our                

discussions and decisions about the critical questions of 

the day. Judaism has a long history of wrestling with 
moral questions, responding to them in a way that                 

considers all sides of an issue. Come and join Rabbi 
Schonbrun as we wrestle with today's most pressing  

ethical dilemmas. The class format will include videos from 
JTS faculty and other expert scholars. We will explore 

classical and contemporary texts as they relate to a wide 

range of ethical issues of the day. Topics include, but are 
not limited to: food production, fracking, mass  

incarceration, advanced directives and end-of-life care, 
disabilities, surrogacy, lying, and more.  No past  

experience necessary. Come and join us with your  

questions and be sure to bring a friend! 
 

$20 per person/couple for study guide 
In order for us to have enough study guides, please                      

register with the office for this class by October 9. 
 

**This course will take place in two parts. Please 
feel free to join us for either or both sessions.          
Wednesdays, October 18, 25, November 1, 8, 15 
and January 17, 24, 31, February  21 at 7:30pm  
 

Lunch N'Learn: Journey Through The Prophets 
 

We read the Hafotrah, a selection taken from the Book of 
Prophets, in synagogue every week. Often these Haftorot 

are challenging to understand both in terms of their      

context and relevance to modern day life.  Just who were 
these "prophets?" Why were they so important to Biblical 

Israel and why do we continue to read about them today? 
When did they live? What did they preach? And what   

messages do they have for modern day society?  Come  

and join   us for an introductory look at the Prophets in the  
Hebrew Bible.  Bring your friends, your questions, and an 

openness to the wisdom of some of our earliest teachers 
and leaders. No previous Bible study necessary. We look 

forward to seeing you!  
Wednesdays, beginning October 18 at 12:00pm 
 
 
From The Writings of Dr. Abraham Joshua Heschel 
 

Rabbi, Dr., Abraham Joshua Heschel was one of the  

prominent Jewish figures of the 20th century. A leading 
rabbi, philosopher, theologian, and scholar -- Heschel's     

influence on the American Jewish community in general 
and the Conservative movement in particular cannot be 

overstated.  Come and join us as we spend a few weeks 

scratching the surface of this towering Jewish figure by 
exploring some of Heschel's most significant thoughts and 

writings and their relevance today. As always, feel free to 
bring a friend; our classes are open to the community! 

Wednesdays, April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 16 at 7:30pm 
 
 
Facing Our Mortality- Living a Purposeful Life 
 

Over the High Holidays I will be speaking about Atul      

Gewande's  best-selling book, On Being Mortal, and the 

challenges of facing our mortality by avoiding discussions 
related to illness, death, or other challenges. Gawande's 

book reminds us of the importance of sharing our life 
goals, aspirations and hopes with our loved ones as we 

strive to live productive and meaningful lives from begin-

ning to end. What do our Jewish values have to say about 
all of this? What are some of the practical questions that 

we should discuss and how do we begin having these con-
versations with our loved ones? Come and join Dr. Joshua 

Schor (Geriatrics specialist and Medical Director at the 
Daughters of Israel Nursing Home in West Orange) and 

Rabbi Aaron Schonbrun as we discuss these issues in a 

three part  workshop.  Gawande's book is not required 
reading, but is recommended prior to attending the class.  

Dates to be announced 
 


