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WHAT TO DO IF MILK IS REJECTED  

 DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

High quality milk and milk products start with quality milk supplied by 

dairy farms. However occasionally milk doesn’t meet regulatory stand-

ards and must be rejected. Bulk Tank Milk Graders (BTMGs), more 

commonly referred to as ‘drivers’, are trained and certified for their du-

ties associated with collection of milk at the farm including grading of 

milk in the bulk tank to determine whether or not it is ‘acceptable’. 

 

 

Criteria used to determine milk acceptability is provided in Regulation 

761 of the Milk Act (Ontario). Section 51 (1) of the regulation requires 

that a BTMG reject milk that, 

  is not clean;  

  has an objectionable flavour or odour;  

 shows evidence of being watery, flaky, stringy, bloody, thick or 

adulterated;  

 shows evidence of melted or churned fat floating on the surface 

of the milk; or  

 contains any foreign substance.  
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WHAT TO DO IF MILK IS REJECTED (cont’d)  

DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

Milk Rejection Procedures  

Milk that does not meet milk grading criteria is known as ‘rejected milk’ and is left in the bulk tank. Re-

jected milk cannot be marketed by your milk broker. The decision by the BTMG to reject a bulk tank of 

milk is final.  

If the BTMG determines that the milk must be rejected, he must refuse to transfer the milk, and shall, 

 fill out a red rejection tag indicating the reason for the rejection, 

and attach it to the tank; 

 clearly indicate the reason for rejection on the milk collection 

receipt; 

 attempt to notify the producer;  

 notify the milk broker as soon as possible; and 

 notify OMAFRA. 

Producer Responsibility  

It is the producer’s responsibility to empty the rejected bulk tank of 

milk, dispose of the milk in an environmentally approved manner and 

wash the bulk tank prior to the next milking. Milk brokers will monitor 

the next bulk tank of milk for irregularities in volume. 

Grading milk is a vital step in the system that protects the quality and 

safety of the milk supply. Producers and BTMGs both have important 

roles to play in ensuring only acceptable milk is marketed.    
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Figure 1– Milk that contains a for-

eign object will be rejected  

In addition, milk must be cooled as quickly as possible after milking. Farm bulk tanks must be capable of 

cooling milk to a temperature of 4°Celcius within 2 hours after the completion of milking.  Once cooled, 

milk temperature must be maintained between 1 and 4°Celcius for the duration of storage. Check with 

your milk broker for acceptance criteria related to milk temperature at time of pickup.   

 

Milk will be known as 

‘Rejected Milk’ if it 

does not meet milk 

grading criteria. 

BTMG Responsibilities (cont’d) 



COORDINATORS CORNER 

PHILLIP WILMAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM 

Many of you will know me as a Raw Milk Specialist (‘milk inspector’), a job which I held for the last 13 

years. As of July 2016, I assumed the duties of the Raw Milk Quality Program Coordinator. In this position 

I will continue to work directly with goat milk producers in the areas of milk quality, troubleshooting and 

new entrant assistance. I will also continue working closely with industry and other program areas in the 

Ministry such as the Animal Health and Welfare Branch (AHWB) including Livestock Community Sales Act 

(LCSA) animal health inspectors. 

In this edition of the Dairy Goat Digest, I want to raise awareness of a recurring issue: hoof health and 

hoof care.  Raw Milk Specialists (inspectors) with the Dairy Food Safety Program (DFSP) continue to see 

goats with extremely long hooves and lameness as a result of poor hoof health.  The DFSP also receives 

incident reports from LCSA inspectors of goats arriving at livestock auctions that are unfit for transport or 

slaughter. These incident reports show that many of the goats coming to the sales have overgrown 

hooves which adversely affect their normal gait. 

On-going research sug-

gests that hoof trimming 

should begin at 6-7 

months of age and 

should continue on a reg-

ular basis thereafter, with 

a minimum frequency of 

twice per year. 

The policy of the AHWB is to advise the DFSP and/or the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals (OSPCA) when animals arrive at the sale with any of the following conditions: extremely poor 

body condition, severe lameness, extremely overgrown hooves or any other ailment which would make 

them unfit for transport or slaughter, such as toxic mastitis or severe pneumonia, or where an animal 

health inspector or veterinarian suspects on-farm animal welfare problems.  

Figure 2 Overgrown hooves. Picture 

taken by inspectors. 

Figure 3: Overgrown hooves. Pic-
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COORDINATORS CORNER (cont’d) 
PHILLIP WILMAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM 

Each compromised, diseased or abnormal animal at 

auction is examined by an OMAFRA veterinary  

inspector. If the animal is found to be unfit for sale or 

slaughter it will be euthanized and may be classified 

as a ‘fallen animal’. The regulation defines a fallen 

animal as an animal disabled by disease, emaciation 

or another condition that is likely to cause its death. 

A fallen animal does not need to be non-ambulatory 

to be classed as a fallen animal. Failing to euthanize 

a fallen animal on-farm or moving a fallen animal is 

prohibited under the Disposal of Deadstock  

Regulation 105/09 of the Food Safety and Quality 

Act.  

Producers who ship animals which are unfit for 

transport or slaughter may receive a warning letter 

from the AHWB, a phone call or visit from AHWB or 

DFSP staff, and/or a visit from the OSPCA. Producers 

could also face charges under the Disposal of  

Deadstock Regulation for failing to euthanize or  

moving a fallen animal. Fines for conviction can be 

as high as $25,000 for a first offence. For each  

subsequent conviction fines can be up to $50,000 or 

the convicted person could face imprisonment of up 

to two years or both. Producers can read about re-

cent convictions on the Ministry website under the 

court bulletin section. 

 

The dairy goat industry has a very positive image with 

consumers and the public, let’s keep it that way by 

ensuring the cull animals sent to sales barns are fit 

to be transported.    

z 

Figure 4: Properly trimmed goat hooves 

Figure 5: Properly trimmed goat hooves 

 

Producers could also face charges under the Disposal of Deadstock Regulation for 

failing to euthanize or moving a fallen animal. 
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NEW RAW MILK SPECIALIST   

BRENDA NORRIS, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM 

Peter Maw recently joined the Dairy Food Safety Program at OMAFRA as a Raw Milk Specialist.  He 

may be new to OMAFRA but Peter is certainly not new to the dairy industry. 

Peter has not only been a milk producer, but has worked with milk producers for many years and 

brings with him a wealth of knowledge and experience. In addition to dairy farming he has experience 

as a field supervisor at the Ontario Dairy Herd Improvement Corporation and has also run his own 

dairy equipment business.  Peter has spent years in planning, designing, installing and providing 

maintenance of dairy equipment and has developed a specialty in troubleshooting equipment wash 

systems and milking procedures. 

 
Peter has a diploma in farm management from Sir  

Sandford Fleming College and is a graduate of the Ad-

vanced Agricultural Leadership Program.   

 

Peter will be working out of the Guelph office and can be 

reached by email at peter.maw@ontario.ca or by phone at 

519-826-5996.    

MILK QUALITY—MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

Consistent, good management and attention to detail are essential factors in producing quality milk. 

Some background and management practices of top milk quality producers are listed in the table on page 

8 . Small farms, large farms, experienced veteran producers, as well as rookie producers can all produce 

quality milk, however what works on one farm does not always work on another. Most dairy goat farms 

have experienced elevated bactoscan (bacteria) counts at one time or another, but if your farm has  

multiple and consecutive bactoscan spikes throughout the year it would be worth reviewing some of the 

management practices of these well-managed farms (refer to pages 7-11).  

mailto:peter.maw@ontario.ca
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MILK QUALITY—MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

(cont’d)  
MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

 

 

 Milk produced on the farm with the lowest somatic cell count (SCC) and bactoscan milk test  

results over the past year came from a farm routinely practicing a thorough udder preparation 

including stripping and post dip. Small things done right consistently over time can make a differ-

ence. I often hear producers say “I tried pre or post dipping for 3 weeks and my quality did not 

change”. This may be true but it is not a fair evaluation.  As raw milk specialists, our observations 

on farms correlated with a review of the farms milk quality test results, tells us that the gold 

standard udder preparation, month after month and year after year, can maintain and improve 

udder health and milk quality. 

 Producers surveyed had fairly even milk production throughout the year with little fluctuation in 

milk components such as fat and protein. This indicates successful out-of-season breeding. Low 

producing late lactation goats may be prone to udder health issues. When a significant portion of 

the milking herd is in late lactation, bulk tank bactoscan and SCC results may be affected.  

 These producers had a balanced ration and regular visits by their nutritionist. Often we do not 

think nutrition is directly related to milk quality, however proper nutrition leads to strong healthy 

animals with good immune systems. Healthy does have a better chance of fighting off udder  

infections. Sufficient and frequent bedding and frequent pen clean out was a priority for these 

producers. Raw milk specialists often note that producers with consistently poor bedding have 

more bactoscan spikes. 

 Proper design, maintenance and management of milking systems is important. It is impressive 

that the high milk production farm milking 1200 goats (Producer D, pg 9) with 60 milking units 

and a 3 inch milkline, meters and pre-coolers consistently achieves low bactoscan and SCC on 

bulk tank samples. Even complex milking systems can be cleaned effectively when properly de-

signed, maintained and managed.  

 Top quality producers never have borderline hot water temperatures. The start temperature of 

the hot wash is often in the 175 F (80 C) range. This helps ensure the critical hot wash end  

temperature stays above 120 F (49 C).  

Key Observations 
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MILK QUALITY—MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

(cont’d)  
MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

Month  
Producer A  

(ibc/mL) 

Producer B 

(ibc/mL) 

Producer C 

(ibc/mL) 

Producer D 

 (ibc/mL) 

Jun-15 37,000 18,000 17,000 53,000 

Jul-15 37,000 39,000 24,000 54,000 

Aug-15 45,000 21,000 42,000 62,000 

Sep-15 30,000 47,000 54,000 65,000 

Oct-15 26,000 24,000 51,000 90,000 

Nov-15 22,000 24,000 31,000 299,000 

Dec-15 42,000 27,000 22,000 70,000 

Jan-16 93,000 58,000 30,000 71,000 

Feb-16 40,000 1,570,000 26,000 41,000 

Mar-16 89,000 30,000 34,000 63,000 

Apr-16 32,000 27,000 23,000 447,000 

May-16 29,000 38,000 26,000 62,000 

Jun-16 25,000 17,000 34,000 62,000 

Averages 42,000 149,000 32,000 111,000 

Month  
Producer A 

 (SCC/mL) 

Producer B 

 (SCC/mL) 

Producer C 

 (SCC/mL) 

Producer D  

 (SCC/mL) 

Jun-15 975,000 638,000 474,000 1,016,000 

Jul-15 484,000 689,000 615,000 1,143,000 

Aug-15 1,261,000 690,000 795,000 958,000 

Sep-15 863,000 715,000 801,000 934,000 

Oct-15 806,000 633,000 764,000 1,238,000 

Nov-15 724,000 718,000 625,000 1,164,000 

Dec-15 689,000 985,000 553,000 1,063,000 

Jan-16 1,162,000 928,000 776,000 1,036,000 

Feb-16 811,000 1,016,000 603,000 1,020,000 

Mar-16 929,000 1,056,000 628,000 1,195,000 

Apr-16 641,000 936,000 829,000 1,068,000 

May-16 714,000 920,000 629,000 946,000 

Jun-16 908,000 887,000 486,000 1,021,000 

Averages 844,000 832,000 660,000 1,062,000 

Table 1: Goat Milk– Bactoscan Test Result Averages (mL)   

Table 2: Goat Milk– Somatic Cell Count (SCC) Test Result Averages (mL)   



MILK QUALITY—MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

(cont’d)  
MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

QUESTIONS  PRODUCER A  

How many years have you milked goats? 1.5 years  

How did  you source  goats when you started 
Purchased one herd and 20 doelings 

from a separate herd  

How many goats do you milk (average)? 220 

Percent (%) of herd milking greater than 305 days? 0% 

Stocking density lactating goats (sq ft/goat)?   
Rented barn: 13 sq ft/goat. New barn: 16 

sq ft/goat   

How often do you bed goats? Twice per day (due to stocking density)  

Type of Straw? Oat/ barley straw  

Describe key features of ventilation:  Tunnel Ventilation  

How often are pens cleaned? Every two months  

How often do you hoof trim? Twice per year  

Percent (%) of milk January to June (first half) versus July to December 

(last half) 
Even milk production throughout year  

Do you have a regular Veterinary visit/ herd health? No, but good relationship 

Is ration balanced by a nutritionist?  Yes 

Does the nutritionist make regular visits? No (due to north ON location) 

MILKING PARLOUR QUESTIONS PRODUCER A  

Number of head gates  40 - double 20 standard head gates  

Number of milking units? 20 

Number of people in parlour for milking? 1 

Diameter of milk line? 3 inches  

Highline or lowline? Lowline  

AUGUST 2016  THE DAIRY GOAT DIGEST 
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MILK QUALITY—MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

(cont’d)  
MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

PRODUCER B PRODUCER C PRODUCER D  

10 years 7 years 20 years  

Most sourced from one herd and 

twenty doelings sourced from a sec-

ond herd  

Purchased a small herd and doelings 

from multiple herds  

Purchased one herd and bought 

doelings twice 

150-160  240 1200 

0% 10-15%  20% 

13 sq ft/goat   15 sq ft/goat  16 sq ft/goat  

1-2 times per week large amount Once per day  Once per day  

Mixed grain straw  Wheat straw Wheat and corn stocks  

Curtains and chimneys  - barn is 10 

yrs old 
Curtains and chimneys 

Curtains, chimneys, cathedral ceiling 

and large fan in holding area  

Every two weeks 
Summer: Once per week.  

Winter: Once per 5 weeks. Every three weeks 

Twice per year  Every 8 to 10 months  Twice per year  

Slightly more milk from July to De-

cember  
Even milk production throughout year  Even milk production throughout year  

No  No , but  good relationship No, but good relationship 

Yes  Yes Yes 

Visits every 6 weeks  Visits every 3-4 weeks  Visits 4X per year  

PRODUCER B PRODUCER C PRODUCER D 

40 - double 20 standard head gates 40 and rapid exit  60 and internal rotary  

10 -centre pipeline  swing over 20 60 

1 2 2 

1.5 inches 2 inches 3 inches 

Highline  Lowline Lowline 

THE DAIRY GOAT DIGEST AUGUST 2016 
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MILK QUALITY—MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

(cont’d)  
MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

MILKING PARLOUR QUESTIONS (cont’d) PRODUCER A  

Do you have a pre-cooler? No  

Size and type of hot water tanks? Two electric hot water tanks  

Hot water temp at last farm inspection? 176ºF 

Do you have any alarms (TTR)? No  

Milk temperature maintained at? 2ºC 

Bulk tank size? 3300 litres 

Do you sanitize pipeline before milking?  Yes, Defender – peroxide based 

Do you have meters or periodic metering? Yes occasionally -One Waikto meter 

MILKING PROCEDURE QUESTIONS  PRODUCER A  

Do you strip goats prior to milking? 
No, but we will strip and monitor fresh 

goats 

Do you use pre-dip, udder wash or dairy wipes? If yes, list product(s) 

used. 

No, unless visibly dirty or there’s an udder 

problem 

Do you use individual towels to pre-dip? N/A 

Do you post dip? If yes, list products used.  Yes. Iodine base 

Do you wear milker gloves? Yes 

Do you shut off vacuum prior to milking unit removal? Yes 

If abnormal milk is observed on the milk filter what strategies do you use 

to identify problem goats? 
Strip cup 

If you have elevated bactoscan tests what are your initial steps? 
No issues as yet but monitor equipment if 

elevated 

Do you have a yearly dealer preventative maintenance program? Yes 

How often do you replace inflations? Once a year 

Do you use CMT? No  

MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  
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PRODUCER B PRODUCER C PRODUCER D 

No No Yes (two) 

Electric 60 gallon Electric 80 gallon  Electric 80 gallon industrial 

171ºF 180ºF                     184ºF 

No 
Wash control digital panel will alarm if 

hot wash temperature is low  

Yes, various  alarms. Example: If soap 

does not dispense or if target hot water 

is not reached. 

2ºC 1-1.5ºC 1ºC 

4200 litres 2899 litres 12,300 litres  

Yes, Peroxide Yes, Chlorine Yes, Chlorine 

Meter every 6 weeks Not on a regular basis  Yes, meters part of system 

PRODUCER B PRODUCER C PRODUCER D 

No Yes No 

Yes. alcohol chlorhexidine dairy 

wipes (5 goats/towel) 
Yes, dihexamine udder wash No 

N/A Yes  N/A 

Yes. iodine dip cup Yes, Chlorhexidine  Yes, spray Chlorhexidine 

No  Yes No 

No Yes, auto shut off feature Yes, auto take off  

Strip cup  
Always strip to prevent elevated bac-

toscan tests 

Strip cup—alert staff, may even walk 

through pens to check suspect goats 

Start with CMT. Observe system 

wash  
Equipment checks Equipment checks, hot water, goats 

No Yes Yes 

 Every 6 months  Once per year Once per year  

Yes  Yes Yes    

MILK QUALITY—MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

(cont’d)  
MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  
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CHANGING BULK TANKS OR ADDING A SECOND BULK TANK?  
BRENDA NORRIS, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

Use this checklist to ensure you have considered some important things that need to be done when  

installing a larger bulk tank (‘tank’) or second bulk tank in your milk house. 

    

  

 

Planning Ahead 

 Inform OMAFRA of the bulk tank change. A second tank will require a specific identification 

number supplied by OMAFRA for milk sample identification purposes. 

 

 The bulk tank must be at least 60 cm (2 feet) from the wall or any fixed object such as another   

bulk tank, a sink or a hot water tank. Free space around the bulk tank allows for cleaning and 

milk pickup. 

 

 The outlet end of the bulk tank should be located near the hose port with at least 120 cm (4 

feet) of space from the wall to allow the bulk tank milk grader (BTMG) to attach the transfer 

hose. 

 

 In some instances a second hose port may be required. Keep in mind that milk transporters  

 carry a limited length of milk transfer hose. The location of the bulk tank and the hose port must 

allow for easy access by the BTMG for connecting the milk transfer hose to the bulk tank. 

 

 The trapped milk house floor drain must be at least 60 cm (2 feet) from the bulk tank outlet and 

not under the tank. If the drain location needs to be changed it likely means breaking concrete, 

re-pouring and sloping the floor to the drain.  

 

 Upgrading to a larger bulk tank may also mean you need a larger hot water tank. Large bulk 

tanks use considerable amounts of hot water.  

AUGUST 2016  THE DAIRY GOAT DIGEST 

12 

 

 If a ladder to the bulk tank hatch is not in place, 

a cleanable dedicated ladder or step stool is 

required.  

 

 The bulk tank hatch must be easy to open with 

sufficient space for the BTMG to inspect and 

sample the milk as well as read the dipstick. 

 

 

 Milk house lighting must be properly located to 

permit the BTMG to visually grade and measure 

the milk. Ensure lights in the milk house are 

protected by shatterproof covers or coatings. 
 

Figure 6: Free space around the bulk tank allows for 

cleaning and milk pickup 

MIKE FORAN, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  



CHANGING BULK TANKS OR ADDING A SECOND BULK TANK?  
BRENDA NORRIS, DAIRY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM  

  
Tank Change Day  

 Contact your milk broker or transporter and request the earliest milk collection time possible.  

The bulk tank change day is a busy day for the producer and equipment dealer so the more time 

you have to get it done, the better. 

 

 The new bulk tank must be leveled and calibrated by your equipment dealer before use and a 

written record provided.  

 

 A larger bulk tank will require your equipment dealer to update the wash procedures chart.  

 

 Any wall panels or doors that are removed to facilitate moving tanks need to be put back in place 

promptly.  

 

 In many instances the bulk tank agitator shaft needs to be lowered to ensure the first milking agi-

tates.   

 

 If a long handle sampling dipper is needed, contact your dealer to obtain one. It is the producer’s 

responsibility to have a clean dipper available for the BTMG. Speak to an OMAFRA raw milk spe-

cialist about procedures for using and maintaining dippers. 

Bulk Heading  

As farm sizes and milk production increase, larger bulk tanks have become more common on dairy 

farms. Many modern milk house designs incorporate installations of larger bulk tanks that extend 

through a wall (‘bulkheading’). Bulk heading to a separate indoor location (such as a utility room) is ac-

ceptable provided the room is maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. For bulk headed tanks: 

 The breather needs to be inside the milk house. 

 

 Openings between the wall and the tank must be tightly sealed as soon as possible to prevent 

pests and debris from entering the milk house. This is a tricky job and a skilled carpenter is rec-

ommended. 

 

 Additional protection around the agitator gasket is recommended to prevent contamination. 

 

If bulkheading a tank to the outdoors, footings must be in place to prevent frost from moving the tank.   
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RAISING DAIRY BUCK KIDS  
JILLIAN CRAIG, AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BRANCH 

Buck kids are often viewed as a by-product of the dairy goat industry. Raising buck kids can be a profita-

ble business model whether you raise the kids on your own dairy goat farm or purchase them. By raising 

buck kids, a marketing opportunity is realized since greater consumption of goat meat would be expected 

if it was made more available in supermarkets1.  Prices can be seen below in the marketing section of 

this article. Raising buck kids is also in the best interest of the industry from an animal care standpoint. A 

dairy goat farmer who has made the decision not to raise buck kids should provide the proper amount of 

quality colostrum within the correct timeframe to buck kids and find a buyer willing to raise these kids.  

Colostrum is essential for kids. It is an excellent 

energy source and contains antibodies for  

protection against disease. Colostrum should be 

fed as soon as possible after birth since the abil-

ity to absorb antibodies decreases rapidly. Ideally, 

the first feeding would occur within the first hour.  

The amount of colostrum fed is also critical. Kids 

should receive 50 mL per kg of bodyweight of co-

lostrum four times in the first 24 hours.  Weigh 

the kids to ensure they are receiving the  

appropriate amount.  

If you are buying in buck kids, ask the source 

farm about colostrum protocols. Source farms 

should be selling kids that have received an  

adequate amount of quality colostrum during the 

correct timeframe.   

There are a number of systems and techniques 

for feeding kids, varying from bucket feeding, to 

automatic milk feeders which measure and mix 

the milk replacer on a regular basis. The choice 

of system will depend on the number of kids to 

be reared, individual circumstances and  

preferences. Regardless of which system is cho-

sen, sanitation is critical.  

 

Cool or cold milk prevents kids from drinking 

large quantities of milk at a time, reducing 

digestive problems. Free choice access to 

milk is preferred especially with respect to 

improved health and reducing digestive  

problems. Economics, however, often  

dictates just how much, or how little, milk  

replacer you can afford to feed. Fehr and 

Hervieu (1975), determined that it is not  

advisable to use less than 7 kg of milk 

 replacer powder per goat kid.3  

As with other animals, there is a linear rela-

tionship between the amount eaten and live 

weight gain. The amount of milk consumed 

by the young goat depends on the level of 

solids (concentration) of the milk. The more 

concentrated, the less amount consumed in 

terms of volume. In terms of dry matter, the 

amount consumed would be the same or 

greater.3 

COLOSTRUM FEEDING EXAMPLE: 

 Feed: 50mL of colostrum per kg of body 

weight 4 times in 24 hours 

 For a 3 kg kid, feed 150 mL of colos-

trum, within the first hour if possible (no 

later than 6 hours after birth) 

 

 Another 3 feedings of 150 mL per feed-

ing are needed within 24 hours 
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Colostrum Milk Feeding 



 

 

RAISING DAIRY BUCK KIDS (cont’d)  
JILLIAN CRAIG, AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BRANCH 

For more information on the milk feeding period please refer to the OMAFRA factsheet entitled, 

“Nutrition of the Young Goat: Birth to Breeding” found at the following link:  

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/goat/facts/goatnutrition.htm  

A starter ration should be available to kids within the first week of age. It should be highly palatable and 

digestible. Speak with your nutritionist in order to receive a balanced ration for your kids.   

Roughage should be available after one week of age to encourage rumen development. Water should be 

supplied to kids within 24 hours. Ensure it is always clean and fresh and available at room temperature.     

When raising goat kids, housing is an essential 

component to reducing stress, disease, and  

mortality. Below are some considerations for 

housing young kids2: 

 

 Good, draft free ventilation with relative hu-

midity between 60 and 80%Stocking densi-

ty for kids under 30 kg (66 lbs) 0.3 to 0.5 

m2/head (3.3 feet2/ head – 5.5 feet2/

head)  

 Stocking density for kids over 30 kg (66 

lbs) 0.7 – 0.9 m2/head (8 feet2/ head – 10 

feet2/head)  

 Clean dry bedding 

 Provide adequate lighting  

 Ideal temperature range for kids under 3 

months is 10 – 18°C; over 3 months 6 – 

16°C 

 Supplemental heat sources (if needed) to 

avoid chilling in colder temperatures  

 

In order for weaning to be successful, kids 

should already be eating some level of solid feed 

(approximately 150 – 200 g/day). The ration 

should be highly palatable and digestible.  Kids 

should be drinking fresh, clean water and know 

where to find it.  

Weaning shock is less severe in kids weaned by 

weight compared to those weaned by age. In one 

review study conducted by Lu and Potchobia, 

successful weaning was achieved by weaning 

kids at 9 kg (20 lbs) of bodyweight. If weaning by 

age, the same study found that kids should be 8 

weeks of age before weaning. Weaning by weight 

is considered a low risk program since it prevents 

unhealthy or undernourished kids from being 

weaned too early. 4 As a general rule, kids may 

also be weaned at 2.5 times their birth weight.  

Body condition score and feed intakes should be 

closely monitored during this period to ensure 

kids are transitioning and adapting accordingly to 

consuming solid feed and water.  
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RAISING DAIRY BUCK KIDS (cont’d)  
JILLIAN CRAIG, SMALL RUMINANT SPECIALIST 

If buying kids from multiple farms, try to keep 

kids from different source farms separated. If 

this is not possible, closely monitor kids. Identify 

sick kids, provide appropriate treatment, and 

separate them into a designated sick area. 

Track illness and mortality rates from source 

farms, this is important to know as health sta-

tuses may differ. Colostrum management may 

be better on some farms than on others so this 

is important to discuss with the farmer when 

purchasing kids.  Benchmark mortality and  

illness rates and compare between groups, 

source farms (if applicable) and on a yearly  

basis.  

 

Work with your herd veterinarian to establish a 

buck kid health protocol and discuss potential 

problems which may arise such as Pneumonia, 

Bloat, Coccidiosis, Pulpy Kidney, Enterotoxemia, 

Neonatal Diarrhea and Floppy Kid Syndrome, to 

name a few.  

Marketing options and opportunities should be 

researched early when raising buck kids. Asking 

some key questions can help you to know what 

time of year and at what weight to market kids. 

Before purchasing the kids, know when you will 

market; year-round, seasonally, or for specific  

ethnic holidays. Study prices for the year as well 

as talk to buyers at sale barns or abattoirs to 

have a good idea on price peaks and valleys for 

the year. Another factor that should be consid-

ered is the desired end weight and finish. Asking 

processors or other potential buyers for their  

input is helpful when answering this question. For 

example, some processors may want a 27 kg (60 

pound) well-finished live weight kid while others 

may want different weights and finishes.  

 
The yearly summary of kid market prices can be found in figure 7 & 8. This in-

formation was compiled from the Ontario Stockyards Inc. (OSI) 

www.ontariostockyards.on.ca/pages/reports.  This sales barn reports weight 

categories for kids.  
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RAISING DAIRY BUCK KIDS (cont’d)  
JILLIAN CRAIG, AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BRANCH 

Figure 8: Price of Kids 50 to 75 lbs per head at the Ontario Stock-
yards Inc. for 2015 

Figure 7: Price of Kids 35 to 49 lbs per head at the Ontario Stock-
yards Inc. for 2015 
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Conclusion 

In order to be successful in raising and  

marketing buck kids, provide kids with  

quality colostrum as soon as possible after 

birth; the recommended amount is 50mL/ 

kg of body weight fed 4 times in 24 hours. 

Kids should be started on a highly palatable 

and digestible starter ration as soon as  

possible and have access to clean water 

and roughage. Provide well-ventilated  

housing, free of drafts. Weaning can occur 

by 9 kg of bodyweight, or 2.5 times their 

birth weight.   

 

Aim for your target weights and track the 

success and progress of kids. Sick kids 

should go into a designated sick area for 

treatment. Track mortality rates; discuss 

rates with your herd veterinarian to develop 

a plan to reduce mortality. Benchmark  

mortality and illness rates and compare  

between groups, source farms (if applicable) 

and on a yearly basis. Knowing your  

mortality and illness rates will assist you in 

the purchasing, management and marketing 

decisions. Finally, research marketing  

options early to establish when you will sell 

the kids, at what weight, and at what finish. 
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SUMMARY OF RAW GOAT MILK TEST RESULTS 

JEFF PERKINS, SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT ANALYST, FOOD SAFETY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT UNIT 

Month  
Bactoscan (median) 

(ibc/mL) 

Fat Content  

(%) 

Freezing Point 
(°C) 

Protein Content 

(%) 
Somatic Cell Count 

(cells/mL) 

Jul-15 79,000 3.44 -0.544 3.16 1,068,000 

Aug-15 74,000 3.45 -0.545 3.18 1,128,000 

Sep-15 79,000 3.55 -0.544 3.25 1,158,500 

Oct-15 88,500 3.87 -0.548 3.48 1,351,000 

Nov-15 102,000 3.97 -0.547 3.61 1,432,000 

Dec-15 100,000 4.02 -0.547 3.64 1,553,000 

Jan-16 109,000 4.04 -0.549 3.63 1,557,000 

Feb-16 110,000 4.10 -0.548 3.63 1,462,000 

Mar-16 112,000 4.07 -0.547 3.52 1,289,500 

Apr-16 102,000 3.92 -0.548 3.40 1,190,000 

May-16 85,000 3.69 -0.546 3.30 1,127,000 

Jun-16 77,000 3.50 -0.544 3.20 1,070,000 

Averages 92,000 3.79 -0.546 3.39 1,238,000 

Table 3: Goat Milk-All Test Result Averages (Medians) 
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BACTOSCAN TEST RESULTS: 12 MONTH AVERAGES  
JEFF PERKINS, SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT ANALYST, FOOD SAFETY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT UNIT 

Month Samples Tested 
<=100 ibc/

mL 

101-320 ibc/

mL 

>320 ibc/

mL 

% <=100 ibc/

mL 
% Compliant 

Jul-15 233 149 64 20 63.95% 91.42% 

Aug-15 239 170 51 18 71.13% 92.47% 

Sep-15 237 153 63 21 64.56% 91.14% 

Oct-15 241 149 77 14 61.83% 93.78% 

Nov-15 235 128 88 19 54.47% 91.91% 

Dec-15 233 109 98 28 46.78% 88.84% 

Jan-16 234 117 87 30 50.00% 87.18% 

Feb-16 236 108 95 33 45.76% 86.02% 

Mar-16 249 115 88 46 46.18% 81.53% 

Apr-16 254 139 80 35 54.72% 86.22% 

May-16 259 154 69 36 59.46% 86.10% 

Jun-16 258 171 59 28 66.28% 89.15% 

Averages 242 139 77 27 57.2% 88.8% 

Table 4: Distribution of goat milk Bactoscan results for the period of July 2015 to June 2016. This table represents bacteria 

test results (using the Bactoscan) for regulatory goat milk  samples (1 per month) collected from each dairy goat farm over 

the past 12 months. “%Compliant” figures represent the percentage of samples that met the regulatory standard of less than 

321,000 ibc/mL.  

80.00%

85.00%

90.00%

95.00%

100.00%

%
 C

o
m

p
lia

n
t

Month

19 

Figure 9: Goat Milk Bactoscan Results— Percentage of Producers Compliant (<321,000 ibc/mL)  
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LEARN MORE! 

For more information on getting started milking 

goats, goat farm inspections, grading and transpor-

tation of goat milk, and much more visit the Dairy 

Food Safety website page at: www.ontario.ca/bw92 

More information on nutrition, business manage-

ment, marketing, production, and breeding goats 

is available at: http://www.ontario.ca/cbgk 

 

DAIRY GOAT DIGEST eEDITION 

Subscribe to the Dairy Goat Digest and have even greater access to information through active website links. 

Q: How do I access an electronic copy of the Dairy Goat Digest? 

A: For an e-edition of this issue and future issues of the Dairy Goat Digest, please contact the Agricultural Infor-

mation Contact Centre (AICC) or call toll free at 1-877-424-1300 or TTY 1-855-696-2811 and request The Dairy  

Goat Digest e-edition. The AICC’s knowledgeable and dedicated staff are available by email or telephone week-

day’s between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE eEDITION  

For more information : 

Telephone : 1-888-466-2372 

www.ontario.ca/omafra 

Également disponible en français 
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