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April 3, 2018 
Georgia’s 2018 legislative session has come to an end!  The House and Senate 
adjourned “Sine Die” late into the night on Thursday.  
 
 

 
 



 

The 2018 session was an incredibly exciting and productive one for DBHDD.  This year, 
Governor Deal and the General Assembly were keenly focused on improving access 
and care for behavioral health and developmental disabilities in Georgia.  I would like to 
personally thank all the DBHDD teammates who made this session such a successful 
one for our department!  Below you will find DBHDD budget highlights, key legislation 
that awaits Governor Deal’s signature, and bills that failed to pass both chambers of the 
legislature.   
 

 
 
Budget Highlights 
 

• $6.0M for new behavioral health crisis centers 
• $2.2M for a forensics unit at GRHA 
• $5.9M for crisis services for child and adolescent served by DBHDD who have an 

autism spectrum disorder 
• $5.7M for the ADA Settlement (housing) 
• $4M to create a substance abuse and recovery block grant program 
• $10.32M for crisis services for children and youth 
• $4.2M for the Georgia Apex Program (GAP) for an additional 13 grants  
• $1.1M for child and youth suicide prevention  
• $611,000 for high fidelity wraparound services training  
• $1.53M for supported employment and education assistance  
• $1.4M for a statewide mental health crisis and suicide prevention mobile 

application, in coordination with the Georgia Crisis and Access Line  
• $250,000 to establish and launch a neonatal intensive care unit peer recovery 

coaching program  
 

Awaits Governor’s Approval 
 



 

HB 635 (Cooper-45th) relates to the “Disabled Adults and Elder Persons Protection Act,” 
so as to provide for the establishment of at-risk adult protective 
investigative/coordinating teams to coordinate the investigation of and responses to 
suspected instances of abuse, neglect, or exploitation adults with disabilities or elder 
persons.  The investigating teams fall under the Division of Aging Services within DHS. 
 
HB 701 (Tanner-9th) updates Georgia law by allowing our state to test candidates for all 
forms of opioids during state employment drug testing but would not affect those with 
valid and legal opioid prescriptions.  The federal government recently added opioids to 
federal drug testing laws, and HB 701 would modify state law to reflect this national 
change. 
 
HB 703 (Hitchens-161st) creates the Governor’s Office of Public Safety Support 
(assigned to the Department of Public Safety for administrative purposes).  This office 
would provide counseling services or any other critical incident support services to all 
requesting public entities that employ public safety officers for incidents, including 
situations involving death or other tragedies.  Counseling services would be for public 
safety officers or their immediate families.  The Governor appoints the director.   
 
HB 769 (Jasperse-11th) creates the Rural Center for Health Care Innovation and 
Sustainability within the Department of Community Health’s (DCH) State Office of Rural 
Health, to be housed at a postsecondary institution within the state.  It will serve as a 
central health data repository for collection and dissemination of health data from state 
health agencies, including but not limited to DCH, the Department of Public Health, and 
DBHDD, to conduct health data analytics to determine rural health care needs for 
planning purposes, including determining current and future health care work force 
needs. 
 

 
HB 803 (Willard-51st) proposed this measure which seeks to add a new language to 
Georgia Code to prohibit the trafficking of an adult with disabilities, elder person, or 
resident.  It outlines the elements of such crime and provides for penalties, mandatory 
sentences, and exceptions.  A person commits offense of trafficking of an adult with 
disabilities, elder person, or resident when such person, “through deception, coercion, 
exploitation, or isolation, knowingly recruits, harbors, transports, provides, or obtains by 
any means a disabled adult, elder person, or resident for the purpose of appropriating 
the resources of such disabled adult, elder person, or resident for one's own or another 
person’s benefit.”  Such individual, upon conviction, would be guilty of a felony 
punishable by a prison sentence, a fine or both. 
 
HB 831 (Rogers-10th) establishes employment as the preferred option for all people 
who want to work, regardless of their disability.  The bill creates a 14-member council, 
comprised of members of the disability community, state leaders, and business 
representatives.  This council will make recommendations for policy and legislative 
action advancing Employment First policy.  Its enactment would bring Georgia on board 
with the 33 other states that have similar policies via executive order or statute. 

  

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HB/703
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HB/701
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HB/703
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiavoices.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc03d7039c9f51b08a13301ce5%26id%3D221a3b70d6%26e%3Dbe98312a61&data=02%7C01%7Cdoug.reineke%40dbhdd.ga.gov%7C17e994b45d7f47ff120c08d56c8c0c4e%7Cdcc10ed1427e43a5a4a446e4ae7a1610%7C0%7C0%7C636534271130891806&sdata=ZsitR6YmOyvjluJK3D6Iza3sLBtMMfA734DBreOyG2c%3D&reserved=0
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/803
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HB/831


 

 
HB 844 (Houston-170th) expands the membership of the state Commission on the 
Hearing Impaired and creates a task force to recommend improvements in the 
statewide developmental or educational programs offered to people who are deaf and 
hard of hearing. 
 
HB 951 (Shaw-176th) creates the Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovation (to be 
physically located within a college or institution of the University System of Georgia 
which awards Bachelor of Science degrees in rural community development) to study 
the conditions, needs, issues, and problems affecting rural economic development and 
shall examine related policy areas as it may deem necessary and appropriate, 
including, but not limited to, population studies, access to health care, infrastructure, 
education, unemployment, and economic growth incentives 
 
SB 118 (Unterman-45th) changes the age limit for coverage for autism spectrum 
disorders for an individual covered under a policy or contract from six years old or under 
to 21 years old or under.  
 
SB 357 (Burke-11th) establishes the Health Coordination and Innovation Council of the 
State of Georgia (to be assigned to the Office of Planning and Budget for administrative 
purposes), with a director of health care policy and strategic planning who reports 
directly to the Governor.  
 
SB 406 (Strickland-17th) creates the “Georgia Long-term Care Background Check 
Program” and requires comprehensive criminal background checks for people who own 
or work in a personal care home, assisted living community, private home care provider, 
home health agency, hospice care, nursing home, skilled nursing facility, or an adult day 
care.  This legislation was recommended by the Georgia Council on Criminal Justice. 
 
SB 407 (Strickland-17th) adds access for a prescription drug monitoring program 
operated by a government entity in another state or an electronic medical records 
system operated by a prescriber or health care facility, if that program or system 
contains the legal, administrative, technical, and physical safeguards that meet or 
exceed the security measures of the Department of Public Health for the operation of 
the PDMP pursuant to this part.  This language originated in HB 782 by Rep. Trey 
Rhodes but was added into this larger bill on the final day of session.  
 
HR 913 (Rakestraw-19th) creates the House Study Committee on Incorporating Law 
Enforcement in the Pathway to Treatment and Social Services for Persons Having 
Challenges with Drug Use and Mental Health.  
 
SR 506* (Dugan-30th) creates the Senate Study Committee on the Excessive and 
Duplicative Regulatory Oversight of Community Based Intellectual and Developmental 
Disability Services.  This study will look, in part, at the list Georgians waiting for service 
programs and providers’ costly administrative audits, compliance reviews, service 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HB/844
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiavoices.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc03d7039c9f51b08a13301ce5%26id%3De5584ffcfd%26e%3Dbe98312a61&data=02%7C01%7Cdoug.reineke%40dbhdd.ga.gov%7Cf48c185e246848118fe608d59891a233%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C636582673671225108&sdata=waEhlMMkZlsgvzcf1nAML%2BXCEzLpJO8ZvnqxRxHwf9o%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiavoices.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc03d7039c9f51b08a13301ce5%26id%3D30890c1cc4%26e%3Dbe98312a61&data=02%7C01%7Cdoug.reineke%40dbhdd.ga.gov%7C17e994b45d7f47ff120c08d56c8c0c4e%7Cdcc10ed1427e43a5a4a446e4ae7a1610%7C0%7C0%7C636534271130891806&sdata=Q%2FfY%2F8ikrqBIVJPMqGGup9Z9gomfiXqaE41tca82V74%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiavoices.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc03d7039c9f51b08a13301ce5%26id%3Dffa6055938%26e%3Dbe98312a61&data=02%7C01%7Cdoug.reineke%40dbhdd.ga.gov%7C17e994b45d7f47ff120c08d56c8c0c4e%7Cdcc10ed1427e43a5a4a446e4ae7a1610%7C0%7C0%7C636534271130891806&sdata=AHBMlDLvQ9RLKn8g4%2FHzXbAAEetdK%2B0g4Y42DPMYauU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/SB/406
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/SB/407
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiavoices.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc03d7039c9f51b08a13301ce5%26id%3D756bc83b28%26e%3Dbe98312a61&data=02%7C01%7Cdoug.reineke%40dbhdd.ga.gov%7Cf48c185e246848118fe608d59891a233%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C636582673671225108&sdata=On8M3NHIQ9h45nRshd%2BJxBqFnNbIOkjiZ2lYYHF7HQA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/SR/506


 

monitoring, quality assessments, and certifications.  This study will be conducted by 
three Senators as well as two non-legislative members who are providers of intellectual 
disability services. 
 
* Passed and Adopted 
 
 
 
Failed Legislation 
 
HB 847 (Chandler-105th) allows Georgia to enter into an interstate compact known as 
the “Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact,” which is intended to regulate the day-to-
day practice of telepsychology across state boundaries and to the temporary in-person, 
face-to-face practice of psychology by psychologists across state boundaries for 30 
days within a calendar year. 
 
SB 318 (Rhett-33rd) allows for the execution of a physician’s certificate for emergency 
examination of a person for involuntary evaluation and treatment for mental illness or 
alcohol or drug abuse based on consultation with an emergency medical technician or 
paramedic who has personally observed the person.  
 
SB 325 (Kirkpatrick-32nd) allows Georgia to join an Interstate Medical Licensure 
Compact which allows physicians to become licensed in multiple states.  According to 
the bill, the Compact creates another pathway for licensure and does not otherwise 
change a state’s existing Medical Practice Act.  It also affirms that the practice of 
medicine occurs where the patient is located at the time of the physician-patient 
encounter, and therefore, requires the physician to be under the jurisdiction of the state 
medical board where the patient is located. 
 
SB 351 (Unterman-45th) allows advanced practice registered nurses to be eligible to 
engage as licensed independent practitioners if primarily employed in a rural county in 
the state.  The bill also expands the authority for any such licensed independent 
practitioner to order computed tomography (CT) scans and to prescribe, procure, 
administer, dispense, and furnish pharmacological agents, including over-the-counter 
and controlled substances.  
 
SB 352 (Unterman-45th) seeks to do several things including the establishment of an 
executive director of Substance Abuse, Addiction, and Related Disorders (to be 
appointed by the Governor), and the establishment of The Commission on Substance 
Abuse and Recovery.  The Commission would be vested with significant function and 
authority including but not limited to: 

 Coordinating overdose data and statistics between the PDMP, GBI, and FBI, 
state agencies and local governments; 

 Working with advocacy groups to coordinate public education forums; 
 Consulting with and provide recommendations to the Governor on a potential 

Medicaid waiver related to opioid abuse; 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HB/847
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/SB/318
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/SB/325
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiavoices.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc03d7039c9f51b08a13301ce5%26id%3D223fe241c3%26e%3Dbe98312a61&data=02%7C01%7Cdoug.reineke%40dbhdd.ga.gov%7C17e994b45d7f47ff120c08d56c8c0c4e%7Cdcc10ed1427e43a5a4a446e4ae7a1610%7C0%7C0%7C636534271130891806&sdata=eaFc7NhVZoytJSvkJ8WYyL8DWML05vPWpgvCj0auikU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/SB/352


 

 Creating a block grant program; and 
 Expanding access to appropriate prevention, treatment, and recovery services. 

 
 
 
 
 
The bill also seeks to address the issue of health care provider self-referrals and 
kickbacks by instituting new restrictions and also the issue of excessive and fraudulent 
drug testing both of which propose to carry significant felony penalties.  
 
Doug Reineke 
Director of Legislative Affairs  
O: 404.463.0987 
M: 404.272.7570 
doug.reineke@dbhdd.ga.gov  
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