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Statement of School Culture 

 
These are our “school” values.  However, we expect our students to embody these principles and 
live them in the wider world. 
 
We organize our values into three categories. 
 
1. With our words and our actions we take care of ourselves. 
 
2. With our words and our actions we take care of each other. 
 
3. With our words and our actions we take care of our environment. 
 
As a Quaker school we teach the implementation of these values in the context of testimonies that 
inform our behavior.  These testimonies, known by the acronym SPICES, are simplicity, peace, 
integrity, community, equality, and stewardship.  We present the testimonies as queries here, so that 
reading them prompts us to reflect upon whether and to what extent we are successfully leading 
lives that exemplify righteous behaviors in service to our values. 
 
• Simplicity:  Am I using only what I need?  Am I thankful for what I have? Or, am I being wasteful 
or showing off? 
 
• Peace:  How am I promoting peace within myself and in my community by not harming others 
physically or emotionally?  Am I a peaceful problem solver?  Or, do my actions provoke conflict? 
 
• Integrity:  Am I trying to be my best self?  Am I the same best self alone and in my community? 
 How do I strive to say and do what I believe in my heart to be right?  Or, with my words or actions 
do I deceive others? 
 
• Community:  Am I courteous?  Am I including others who wish to be included?  Am I engaging 
others, who may be different than I am, with interest and empathy?  Or, do I leave it to others to 
build community?  Do I put others down? 
 
• Equality:  Am I treating others the way I want to be treated?  Do I value others the way I value 
myself?  Or, am I privileging myself in some way? 
 
• Stewardship:  How am I taking care of and encouraging others to care for shared indoor and 
outdoor spaces and property?  What are my shared spaces and property?  Or, do I leave it to others 
to take care of shared spaces.  Am I destructive of shared property? 
 
We wish to acknowledge the Friends Central School Honor statement as an inspiring source document for our 
Statement of School Culture. 


