
All About Summer:   
5th and 6th Grade Summer Reading 2018 

 
Choose at least ONE of the following books to read over the summer, and complete the 

writing assignment described at the end of this list.  The books are arranged from easier to 

more challenging reads (using Fountas and Pinnell Guided Reading levels).  Have a GREAT 

summer! 

 
 

The Island of Dr. Libris by Chris Grabenstein (Level P/Q) 

 

Stuck in a small, lakeside cabin without an iPhone?!  Billy Gillfoyle can’t 

believe all he can do is flip the pages of the books he finds in the library, 

courtesy of the cabin’s owner, Dr. Libris.  Once the characters in the books 

start coming to life, however, Billy finds himself in the middle of one very 

exciting summer vacation. 

 

 

 

 

Umbrella Summer by Lisa Graff     (Level R) 

 

The summer heading into 8th grade isn’t the way Annie thought it would 

be. After losing her older brother to a rare disease, Annie decides to spend 

her time trying to prevent anything else bad from happening.  As she 

befriends a new neighbor, Annie begins to see that life is a combination of 

sorrows and joys, and that after every storm, the sun comes out again. 

 

 

 

 

The Matchstick Castle by Keir Graff     (Level U) 

 

Brian thinks that Boring, Indiana will live up to its name when he’s stuck 

there for the summer, but once he and his cousin come upon a wooden 

castle and the family that lives inside of it, everything changes.  Part 

fantasy, part adventure, and full of imagination, this novel makes for a 

great summer read! 

 



 

Tortilla Sun by Jennifer Cervantes (Level U)  

 

Izzy has been sent to spend the summer with her grandmother in New 

Mexico.  While she’s there, Izzy learns more about her father, who died 

before she was born, and discovers the magical nature of the village’s 

culture and landscape.  By the end of the novel, you’ll want to see the 

Southwest and make tortillas yourself! 

 

 

 

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora  by Pablo Cartaya  (Level W) 

 

As he works as a restaurant dishwasher, Arturo’s summer takes several 

stressful turns.  He has a crush on a family friend, his grandmother is in 

poor health, and the Zamora family restaurant may get bulldozed to make 

room for high-rise condominiums.  Arturo has a chance to be a hero as he 

works to rescue the community that means so much to him and his family.  

 

 

 

 

As Brave as You by Jason Reynolds  (Level X) 

 

Genie and his brother, Ernie, find themselves far from their Brooklyn 

home in more ways than one when they’re sent to spend the summer with 

their grandparents in rural Virginia.  Genie discovers why his father and 

grandfather haven’t been speaking with one another, and together, the two 

brothers come to understand the importance of facing their fears.  

 

 

 

Short writing assignment: 

For the novel you’ve chosen, make a LIST of the THREE most important lessons the main 

character(s) learn.  For each lesson, write several complete sentences explaining how the 

character’s come to learn it.  Bring your list to class in September, when we will reflect on our 

own summers, too! 

 


