
WELCOME to The Right PATH quarterly newsletter! The Right PATH 

is the official newsletter of the Professional Association for Transport & 
Health (PATH). PATH is a platform for cross-disciplinary and multi-sector 
professionals working at the intersection of transport and health. The aim of 
PATH is to share information, exchange ideas, and foster collaboration to 
improve health, well-being and quality of life in communities by advocating 

for the integration of health outcomes in the urban and transport agendas. The newsletter complements this 
mission by keeping members connected and up-to-date on important issues taking place globally in the 
evolving field of transport and health.  
 
PATH members are automatically members of the Transport & Health Study Group (THSG). As A THSG 
member, you are entitled to a free license for the use of the electronic publication Health on the Move 2. 
PATH members are also entitled to a discount subscription of the Journal of Transport & Health. Not a 
PATH member? Click HERE to learn about the benefits of joining PATH. 
  
It has been a busy few months with the selection of the PATH Board of Directors and most recently with 
the election of the Executive Committee. This diverse team of professionals will work together to lay the 
strategic framework to grow PATH by creating a quality association for its members. What exactly do we mean 
by quality? You tell us. This is a rare opportunity to help shape an association by having an impact at the 
ground floor. Send us your thoughts and suggestions by responding to a short “What is Quality?” survey. 
In the meantime, we would like to introduce you to the PATH Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors. 
 

Albert Almasy (Al) 
PATH Executive Committee President 
Vice President Tolling Solutions at Duncan Solutions 
Dallas, Texas - United States 
 
Al is Vice President of Tolling Solutions with Duncan Solutions, a company based 
out of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He has been in the transportation/toll 
collection/IT industry for over 35 years holding various positions such as 
Director of Business Development, Project Manager & Consultant.  Al brings a 

well-rounded perspective to any project as he has been on the operations side, the vendor side and the 
consultant side of the toll collection business. He has a broad skill set that includes project planning, 
procurement support, business process management, contract management and vendor management. 
Additional areas of expertise include radio frequency identifier (RFID) based vehicle transaction processing 
systems, customer service center design and operations, customer account management systems (CRM), 
business rules and managed lane operations. Al is active with the International Bridge Tunnel and Turnpike 
Association (IBTTA), the Project Management Institute and local charities.   

THE RIGHT PATH 

http://www.transportandhealth.org.uk/
http://www.tphlink.com/path.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2spTZTKnJPYnw2x1l_d6dwX5qOh21lpRk1NE4Ai141DGIng/viewform?usp=sf_link


Gavin McCormack, PhD 
PATH Executive Committee Vice President 
Associated Professor 
University of Calgary, Dept. of Community Health Sciences, Cumming 
School of Medicine 
Faculty of Environmental Design, University of Calgary 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada  

Gavin is a Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) New Investigator, 
an Associate Professor in the Department of Community Health Sciences, 

Cumming School of Medicine and an Adjunct Associate Professor in the Faculty of Environmental 
Design, at the University of Calgary (Alberta, Canada). He completed a BSc in Human Movement from the 
University of Western Australia, a MSc in Sports Science (Exercise Physiology specialization) from Edith 
Cowan University (Western Australia) and a PhD in Public Health from the University of Western 
Australia. Gavin is head of a research program, which is funded by national grants is in the area of 
population and public health, and in particular investigate the relationships between the neighborhood built 
form and urban and transportation policy and health including physical activity, diet, sedentary behavior 
(e.g., driving and screen time), and weight status among adults and children. 
 

Jessica Sheehan, MA 
PATH Executive Committee Secretary 

Director, Urban Design 
Transportation Public Health Link 
San Francisco, California - United States 
 
Jessica is an architect and urban design expert focused on creating strategic 
partnerships, forming uncommon collaborations and developing innovative 
solutions to address chronic, lifestyle diseases. She is focused on the 

integration of regenerative and resilient systems through changes in the built environment. As a keen 
analytical thinker with a broad imagination complemented by years of design management experience, 
Jessica brings strong interpersonal, strategic and creative skills to complex projects. Jessica is researching 
Maslow's Theory of Individual Motivation as a conceptual framework to organize and prioritize urban 
planning strategies in order to “Generate Inclusive Well-being." Currently, Jessica serves as the Director of 
Urban Design for the Transportation Public Health Link (TPH Link) and is a creative advisor to Solutions 
for Urban Agriculture located in Irvine, California. Jessica holds a Master of Architecture Specialization in 
Urban Design and a Bachelor of Architecture, both from University of Cincinnati. 
 

Ghassan Abu-Lebdeh, PhD 

Associate Professor, American University of Sharjah 
United Arab Emirates 
 
Ghassan is Associate Professor of Civil Engineering and Transport at the 
American University of Sharjah, UAE. His research focus is on the interaction 
between urban traffic operations and public health. Ghassan teaches traffic 
control, in particular, congestion and sustainability in transport systems. He 

earned a doctoral degree at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA. His academic and 
industry experience spans 25 years in transport operations and planning with periods at Michigan State 
University, University of Kentucky, and the Metropolitan Planning Organizations in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 



Ron Deverman, MA 

Associate Vice President, Principal Environmental Planning Manager 
HNTB Corporation 
Chicago, Illinois - United States 
 
Ron is Associate Vice-President and Principal Environmental Planning Manager 
for HNTB, a national engineering, architecture and planning firm, managing 
environmental impact assessment projects for transportation infrastructure 
improvements such as transit, passenger and freight rail, roadways, and bridges. 

Ron has over 32-years-experience in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) with special expertise 
in community impact assessment, cumulative effects analysis, and other federal environmental regulations, 
such as the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, National Historic Preservation Act, and Threatened and 
Endangered Species Act.  Ron is currently the Program Manager for IDOT’s Office of Intermodal Project 
Implementation for the CREATE Program, a program of 70 rail improvement projects in the Chicago 
area; Ron is managing all activities for Phase I environmental, Phase II design and Phase III construction 
(see www.createprogram.org). 
 

O. A. Elrahman (Sam), PhD 

Sr. Research Scholar 
Center for Infrastructure, Transportation, and the Environment (CITE) 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Albany, New York - United States 
 
Sam is currently working with the Center for Transportation Infrastructure and 
Environment (CTIE) as a Senior Research Scholar. He is a member of a 

research team that examines governance of environmental health in six global cities, and studies the forces 
that influence decisions that impact environmental health. This National Science Foundation (NSF)-
sponsored research study will deepen understanding of the processes and outcomes of collaborative 
governance of environmental health. He also is a team member of a study that is developing performance 
measures for evaluating social media use in public transit agencies. Prior to his work with the Center, Sam 
served at the New York State Department of Transportation for 30 years in different capacities including 
Head of the Research Coordination and Technology Transfer unit of the Transportation Research & 
Development Bureau. His extensive research and management activities spanned several departmental 
divisions, including Environmental Analysis, Policy, Transit, Project Development, and Economic 
Development. During his career, Sam has authored over 60 peer-reviewed articles and technical reports.  
 

Zvi Leve, MSc 

Project Manager RuePublique 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
 
Zvi is a transportation modelling expert whose interests focus on the linkages 
between transportation, land use, and sustainable development. With an 
educational background in economics, statistics, operations research and urban 
planning and many years of international experience he brings an ideal blend of 
technical and creative skills to projects. His PhD research on “Using parking 

pricing policy as a travel demand management tool” highlighted the importance of price signals in system 
performance. When he is not spending his time evaluating the implications of large-scale infrastructure 
projects, he can be found promoting human-scaled cities and active transportation. He is active in 
numerous community groups dedicated to rethinking the role of transportation and the built environment. 



Mark J. Nieuwenhuijsen, PhD 

Research Professor 
ISGlobal/Center for Research in Environmental Epidemiology  
Barcelona, Spain 
 
Mark is a world leading expert in environmental exposure assessment, 
epidemiology, and health risk/impact assessment with a strong focus and 
interest on healthy urban living.  He has experience and expertise in areas of 
all-cause mortality, respiratory and cardiovascular disease, mental health and 

cognitive function, cancer and reproductive health, and exposure measurement and modelling of indoor 
and outdoor air pollution, green space, UV exposure, noise, temperature and physical activity, using new 
technology such as GIS, smart phones, personal sensors and remote sensing. He has edited 3 books on 
Exposure Assessment and on Environmental Epidemiology, and has co-authored more than 330 papers 
published in peer reviewed journals.  Mark is an adviser to the WHO on active transportation, air pollution, 
noise and green space.  
 

Silvia Poggioli 
PATH Student Committee Representative 

Santa Catarina, Brazil 
 
Silvia has 12 experience as a project manager and researcher working in the non-
for-profit sector. Her areas of expertise include rural transport access, emergency 
transport systems and maternal health and HIV prevention. Silvia has worked in 
Brazil, India, Italy, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda and the UK and with multiple 
donors, including: European Union, DFID, Comic Relief, the Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, CHAI and BMGF. Silvia is committed to quality programme 

delivery and placing improved health outcomes at the core of her work.  She is passionate about 
contributing to effective, evidence-based global transport and health solutions. Silvia graduated in Culture 
and Human Rights from the University of Bologna (Italy) and holds a Master’s of Science degree in 
Development Administration and Planning from the University College London, London, England.  
 

Greg Rybarczyk, PhD 

Associate Professor at the University of Michigan - Flint 
Affiliated faculty, Michigan Institute for Data Science 
Flint, Michigan - United States 
 
Greg is an Associate Professor of Geography and Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) at the University of Michigan - Flint. His research is broadly 
centered on examining accessibility, mobility, and public health issues using 
innovative GIS methods and models. Greg's work involves alternative 

transportation analysis and way-finding assessment; evaluating public health outcomes; crime analysis and 
neighborhood quality development; spatial temporal GIS modeling; and food systems analysis, hazard 
mitigation analysis, environmental monitoring, bicycle routing/network analysis, and bicycle master plan 
writing. Greg holds a PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in Geographic Information 
Systems and Transportation Geography. 



Patrick Sherry, PhD 

Professor, University of Denver 
Executive Director National Center for Intermodal Transportation 
Denver, Colorado - United States 
 
Patrick is Executive Director of the National Center for Intermodal 
Transportation, an internationally recognized research institute focused on 
training and workforce development in the transportation and global supply 
chain industries. He manages a multi-million dollar research program examining 

organizational effectiveness, human stress and fatigue. Patrick has developed and validated an assessment 
instruments for the assessment of inclusiveness, leadership, teamwork, and career development. Building 
upon his expertise in Leadership Development, Executive Coaching & Assessment, Patrick led the 
Founding Fathers & CEO's of Transportation Leadership project for the Institute. The project 
documented the key developmental experiences of over 40+ innovative entrepreneurs and CEO's of 
transportation related companies including JB Hunt. Patrick also holds an appointment as a Research 
Professor at the University of Denver where he has taught graduate level seminars and advised 
dissertations on topics in psychological assessment and vocational and occupational psychology.  
 

Matthew Williams, PhD 

Fellow, The Centre for Urban Design and Mental Health 
Tokyo, Japan 
 
Matthew is an adjunct Fellow with the Centre for Urban Design and Mental 
Health and is based in Tokyo, researching and writing about cities. Matthew 
completed his PhD with the National Centre for Epidemiology and Population 
Health at the Australian National University in 2010. His thesis focuses on the 
socio-cultural determinants of Bangkok's car culture and its impact on the 

public health of the city's residents. Matthew's research interests encompass public health, transport, public 
space, happiness and sustainability in cities. A keen urbanist, he is particularly interested in investigating 
how cities in the 21st century can deliver a more balanced, sustainable and enriching quality of life, while 
minimizing their impact on the environment.  
 

Kimberly Vachal, PhD 

Senior Researcher & Program Director 
Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute 
North Dakota State University 
Fargo, North Dakota - United States 
 
Kimberly is the lead investigator for Agricultural Industry and Rural 
Transportation Safety and Security activities at North Dakota State University’s 
Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute. She conducts research and outreach 
to promote a competitive agricultural logistics system, along with a safe and secure 

transportation, in rural regions. Research, outreach, and educational activities are defined and accomplished 
in cooperation with stakeholders. She has over 15 years of experience in transportation research, primarily 
in agriculture, safety, economics, policy, and freight mobility, and has worked extensively with both 
government and private industry agencies. In addition, she has had the opportunity to work with students 
as research assistants and in teaching courses in freight logistics, microeconomics, and international 
development economics. Kimberly's research concentration has been in public policy and economics. She 
has written over 50 research papers and authored several journal articles. She also assists other research 
faculty with policy and economic analysis as it is relevant to their research. 



COMMISSION ON TRAVEL 
DEMAND 

 

The Commission on Travel Demand at the University 
of Leeds Institute for Transport Studies (ITS) is led by 
Professor Greg Marsden. The Commission is an 
independent group, which forms part of the EUED 
DEMAND Centre. The group aim is to bring together 
leading experts to understand how transport demand is 
changing, and how it will change in future in order to 
recommend the best ways of steering transport policies 
towards a low-carbon future. For more information visit 
the Commission on Travel Demand. 
 

NHTSA SETS ‘QUIET CAR’ SAFETY 
STANDARDS TO PROTECT PEDESTRIANS 

The U.S. Department of Transportation's National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is 
adding a sound requirement for all newly 
manufactured hybrid and electric light-duty vehicles 
to help protect pedestrians. The new federal safety 
standard will help pedestrians who are blind, have 
low vision, and other pedestrians detect the 
presence, direction and location of these vehicles 
when they are traveling at low speeds, which will 
help prevent about 2,400 pedestrian injuries each 
year once all hybrids in the fleet are properly 
equipped. 

Under the new rule, all hybrid and electric light 
vehicles with four wheels and a gross vehicle 
weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less will be 
required to make audible noise when traveling in 
reverse or forward at speeds up to 30 kilometers 
per hour (about 19 miles per hour). At higher 
speeds, the sound alert is not required because 

other factors, such as tire and wind noise, provide 
adequate audible warning to pedestrians. 

HEALTHY STREETS FOR LONDON 
Transport for London (TfL) has recently 
published Healthy Streets for London, which commits 
the transport authority to putting people, and their 
health, at the heart of decision making and project 

delivery. TfL have committed £2.1bn to applying 
the Healthy Streets Approach at street, network 
and strategic level planning. They will be measuring 
their success against the 10 Healthy Streets 
Indicators. You can read more about Healthy 
Streets and find previous publications and 
presentations on this topic at healthystreets.com 
 

 
 

THE CASE FOR HEALTHY PLACES 
Project for Public Spaces (PPS) is proud to 
release The Case for Healthy Places—a report of 
peer-reviewed research that offers evidence-based 
guidance, recommendations, and numerous case 
studies to which health institutions, community 
organizations, and other partners can refer in order 
to create and support healthy place-making 
initiatives. Produced with generous support 
from Kaiser Permanente and Anne T. and Robert 
Bass, this important study focuses on five key 
areas: Social Support & Interaction; Play & Active 
Recreation; Green & Natural 
Environments; Healthy Food; and Walking & 
Biking. The final chapter addresses health care 
institutions specifically, detailing ways in which they 
can take action to become place-making champions 
in the communities they serve. 

IN THE KNOW: WHAT’S HAPPENING GLOBALLY 

http://www.demand.ac.uk/commission-on-travel-demand/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/document/minimum-sound-requirements-hybrid-and-electric-vehicles-final-rule
https://www.nhtsa.gov/document/minimum-sound-requirements-hybrid-and-electric-vehicles-final-rule
http://healthystreets.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=970a006d3b48340097c1a73a7&id=1942d00e0f&e=519b6aeb10
http://healthystreets.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=970a006d3b48340097c1a73a7&id=b67f3bf83f&e=519b6aeb10
http://healthystreets.us15.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=970a006d3b48340097c1a73a7&id=a574e52140&e=519b6aeb10
http://healthystreets.us15.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=970a006d3b48340097c1a73a7&id=a574e52140&e=519b6aeb10
http://healthystreets.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=970a006d3b48340097c1a73a7&id=30c0115acb&e=519b6aeb10
http://www.pps.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Healthy-Places-PPS.pdf
http://www.pps.org/blog/diverse-funders-are-converging-on-placemaking/
https://healthy.kaiserpermanente.org/
http://www.pps.org/blog/how-small-change-leads-to-big-change-social-capital-and-healthy-places/
http://www.pps.org/parks/
http://www.pps.org/parks/
http://www.pps.org/reference/placemakingpaysoff/
http://www.pps.org/reference/placemakingpaysoff/
http://www.pps.org/reference/farmers-markets-as-a-strategy-to-improve-access-to-healthy-food-for-low-income-families-and-communities/
http://www.bikewalk.org/
http://www.bikewalk.org/
http://www.pps.org/blog/urban-health-centers-tear-down-this-wall/
http://www.pps.org/blog/urban-health-centers-tear-down-this-wall/


NEW SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP ON 
TRANSPORT & HEALTH 

 
Transport and Health has 
been gaining interest with 
regard to research and policy 
due to the scale and urgency 
of transport-related health 
issues and the evolution of 

and increasing cross-disciplinary and multi-sector 
methods, teams and perspectives. 
 
The Transportation Public Health Link (TPH 
Link)/PATH have partnered with the World 
Conference on Transport Research Society to 
coordinate and facilitate the launch of a new Special 
Interest Group (SIG) on Transport & Health. 
The SIG will serve as a forum to facilitate 
discussion, communication, dissemination of 
evidence, co-production of future directions and 
various other activities related to Transport and 
Health research and practice within the society and 
beyond. 
 
A wide variety of issues will be addressed in 
this SIG and all are welcome. If you would 
be interested in joining this SIG, please send an 
email to express your interest to Haneen 
Khreis hkhreis@tphlink.com. We appreciate your 
support and enthusiasm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Tool to Predict Perceived Urban Stress (PUS) in 
Open Public Places - German architect and Junior 
Professor Martin Knöll discusses his team's recent 
research on a framework of environmental factors 
and spatial analysis tools to describe and even 
predict PUS. This may be useful to architects and 
neuroscientists seeking to identify or visualize 
urban configurations likely to be perceived as 
stressful. 
 

Check out the 2nd Edition - Journal of 

Urban Design and Mental Health HERE 

SAFETY MEASURE NEEDED TO 
PREVENT ROAD DEATHS AMONG 

YOUNG DRIVERS 

The European 
Transport Safety 
Council (ETSC) released 
a Report 

concerning Targeted 
safety measures needed 
to prevent road deaths 
among young drivers, 
authored by Laurence 

Atchison. Zero tolerance on drink driving, 
additional hazard perception training and graduated 
driver licensing schemes should become the norm 
in order to help tackle the disproportionate risks 
faced by young drivers and motorcycle riders in 
Europe, according to this new ETSC Report. 
 

WHO – DEVELOPING GLOBAL 

PERFORMANCE TARGETS FOR 

ROAD SAFETY RISK FACTORS 

 

The World Health Organisation 
released a discussion paper 
concerning “Developing 
voluntary global performance 
targets for road safety risk 
factors and service delivery 
mechanisms“. This paper puts 

forward a set of voluntary global performance 
targets for the prevention of road traffic injuries, as 
well as the indicators that will be used to assess 
their achievement for Member States consideration 
and assist global road safety policy efforts. 
 
Selected targets should be based on sound scientific 
evidence, have related indicators that are 
measurable, and politically supported. This paper 
proposes a selection of global targets based on 
these considerations, and specifies a limited set of 
indicators that may be used by participating 
countries to monitor progress towards the 
achievement of these targets. 

  

http://www.wctrs-society.com/
http://www.wctrs-society.com/
mailto:hkhreis@tphlink.com
http://urbandesignmentalhealth.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba6d8c3ef57ccea7b2aedf946&id=340e625112&e=5296a3f602
http://urbandesignmentalhealth.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba6d8c3ef57ccea7b2aedf946&id=340e625112&e=5296a3f602
http://www.urbandesignmentalhealth.com/edition-2.html
http://etsc.eu/
http://etsc.eu/
http://etsc.eu/
http://etsc.eu/targeted-safety-measures-needed-to-prevent-road-deaths-among-young-drivers/
http://etsc.eu/targeted-safety-measures-needed-to-prevent-road-deaths-among-young-drivers/
http://etsc.eu/targeted-safety-measures-needed-to-prevent-road-deaths-among-young-drivers/
http://etsc.eu/targeted-safety-measures-needed-to-prevent-road-deaths-among-young-drivers/
http://ntua.us14.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fdd6eeffa3cbbe849db502b65&id=d3f6f67af6&e=0c42ed7b11


 
I’m a life-long 
Midwesterner (USA), 
and Associate Professor 
of Geography at 
University of Michigan-
Flint. During the fall of 
2016, I had a golden 
opportunity to spend my 
sabbatical at Bergische 
University Wuppertal 
(BUW) as a Visiting 

Professor. The university is located in the North 
Rhine-Westphalia area of Germany, which was 
once considered the regional powerhouse of the 
country due to the proliferation of mining, 
manufacturing, and hundreds of miles of railways. 
Sadly, many of the factories and mines have since 
closed, but fortunately several have found new life 
as eco-tourism magnets such as museums and 
cycling destinations. Luck for me my new home at 
BUW came with a bicycle and a colleague who was 
overjoyed to take me on cycling excursions to such 
places! And so when I wasn’t teaching or 
conducting research, we rode to many interesting 
places, two of which included former industrial 

sites-turned museum; 
Ruhr Museum was 
one such place. The 
museum was 
spectacular in its own 
right, but what 
captivated me the 
most was what 
transpired on a 
broader scale. The 
planners strategically 
kept the rusty, 

derelict, 
infrastructure intact, 

but also magically incorporated progressive office 
buildings- making the contrast in new versus old 
design something to revel. Also impressive was the 
planning for walking and cycling facilities, thereby 
making the site that much more accessible. The 

cycle network that led us to the Ruhr, and 
numerous other attractions, were surreal at times. 
Many of them brought us to quaint villages, 
through beautiful 
Appalachia-like hills, 
and along lakes and 
rivers that seemed to 
come right out of an 
episode of Rick 
Steve’s famous TV 
travel show. This 
contrasted with the 
sparse urban cycling 
conditions in 
Wuppertal. The city 
is a virtual dystopia 
when it comes to 
non-motorized commuting due to the steep 
topography. Unless you own a pedelec (i.e., pedal 
assisted bicycle), it’s hard to commute without a 
vehicle. I felt no despair since my daily commute 
required that I ride Europe’s last suspended 
commuter monorail, the Schwebebahn. I smiled 
with excitement like a kid nearly every day, 
especially when the train car swayed into the turns.  
Being without a car in northern Germany was a 
godsend. It gave me an opportunity to slow-down 
and take in 
beautifully 
transformed 
mining/industrial 
sites and understand 
the importance of 
rail-to-trail 
conversions for eco-
tourism in post-
industrial cities. For 
anyone considering a 
trip to Germany, I 
highly recommend passing on popular places like 
Bavaria, and instead, may your way to the 
Westphalia region. Who knows, you might have a 
chance to bump into Rick Steve during one of your 
explorations! 
 

HEAT 
HEAT for Cycling - Health Economic Assessment 
Tool and resources. Click HERE 
  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

GREG RYBARCZK, PHD 

https://www.ricksteves.com/
https://www.ricksteves.com/
https://ecf.com/topics/heat-cycling-health-economic-assessment-tool


INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON 

TRANSPORT & HEALTH 

ICTH 2017 – Barcelona 

27-29 June 2017 
Unconference 26 June 

For policy-makers, practitioners, and researchers working 
at the intersection of transport and health 

 

ICTH is designed to bridge the gap between 
scientific investigation and real-world application. 
This avant-garde experience is guaranteed to 
make you feel just a little uncomfortable, a little 
bit curious and possibly change your perspective.  

 
Come early and join us on Monday, 26 June for 
the ICTH 2017 - Barcelona UnConference. The 
UnConference will feature four (4) 'How To' 
training seminars led by international experts. 
These interactive 3 hour seminars are aimed at 
providing how to information on conducting HIA, 
Cross-Disciplinary Communication and 
Generating Inclusive Well-Being: Urban Design 
Strategies.  Click HERE to learn more. 

 

ICTH 2017-Barcelona Overview 

 

Preliminary Programme 

 

 

Early Bird Registration 
Deadline – 21 April 

 

 

 

 

OTHER 2017 CONFERENCES 

Noise in Europe, 24 April 2017, Brussels, 
Belgium 
 

International Conference on Ecology and 
Transportation, May 14-18, Salt Place Convention 
Center, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
International Society of Behavioral Nutrition and 
Physical Activity, Victoria, British Columbia, 
Canada, 7-10 June. 
 
Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Professionals Professional Development Seminar 
26-29 June 2017, Memphis, Tennessee 
 
Institute of Transportation Engineers Annual 
Meeting and Exhibit, 30 July – 2 August 2017, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
 
XII Brazilian Association of Traffic Medicine on 
Sustainable Mobility, Bahia, Brazil, 14-17 of 
September.  
 
XVIII International Conference on Walking and 
Liveable Cities – Walk 21, 19–22 September.  
 
International Cycling Conference, 19-21 
September, Mannheim.  
 
29th Annual Scientific Conference of the 
International Society of Environmental 
Epidemiology, 24-28 September, Sydney, 
Australia.  
 
14th International Conference on Urban Health 
Health Equity: The New Urban Agenda and 
Sustainable Development Goals, 26-29 September 
2017, Coimbra, Portugal 
 

. CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to PATH Board member, 
Ghassan Abu-Lebdeh, PhD on his recent chapter 
publication entitled, “Urban Transport and 
Impacts on Public Health” included a part of 
the newly released e-book, Low Carbon Mobility 
for Future Cities: Principles and Applications 

2017 CONFERENCES 

http://www.tphlink.com/un-conference-how-to-training-seminars.html
http://www.tphlink.com/icth-2017---barcelona.html
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http://www.euconf.eu/noise-conference/index.html
http://www.icoet.net/ICOET_2017/index.asp
http://www.icoet.net/ICOET_2017/index.asp
https://www.isbnpa.org/index.php?r=annualMeeting/index
https://www.isbnpa.org/index.php?r=annualMeeting/index
http://www.apbp.org/page/PDS2017
http://www.apbp.org/page/PDS2017
http://www.ite.org/annualmeeting/
http://www.ite.org/annualmeeting/
http://www.abramet.net/congresso/
http://www.abramet.net/congresso/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/walk21calgary/program/call-contributions
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https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/international-cycling-conference-startseite
http://www.isee2017.com/
http://www.isee2017.com/
http://www.isee2017.com/
http://www.icuh2017.org/
http://digital-library.theiet.org/search;jsessionid=43bg6g6o8bl7j.x-iet-live-01?value1=&option1=all&value2=Ghassan+Abu-Lebdeh&option2=author
http://digital-library.theiet.org/content/books/10.1049/pbtr006e_ch8;jsessionid=7n4r23ngq0soc.x-iet-live-01
http://digital-library.theiet.org/content/books/10.1049/pbtr006e_ch8;jsessionid=7n4r23ngq0soc.x-iet-live-01


 
 
OPEN ACCESS 
ARTICLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Business car owners are less physically active than 
other adults: A cross-sectional study 
 
Advancing project-scale health impact modeling 
for active transportation: A user survey and health 
impact calculation of 14 US trails 
 
Factors influencing single-bicycle crashes at 
skewed railroad grade crossings 
 
Changes in walking, body mass index, and 
cardiometabolic risk factors following residential 
relocation: Longitudinal results from the 
CARDIA study 
 
The influence of the built environment on 
transport and health 
 
Are perceptions of the environment in the 

workplace ‘neighbourhood’ associated with 

commuter walking? 
 
Do you have an idea for a manuscript? Are you 
looking for an appropriate journal to submit your 
work? Need a little guidance on how to write up a 
manuscript? For answers to these questions and  
more, visit the Elsevier webpage at: 
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-
transport-and-health  
 

OTHER ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Climate Change in Catalonia: How Is It Affecting 
Our Health? 
 

The Socioeconomic Level is Not Necessarily 
Associated with a Higher Exposure to Air 
Pollution 
 
Living near major roads and the incidence of 
dementia, Parkinson's disease, and multiple 
sclerosis: a population-based cohort study 
 
Traffic-related Air Pollution and Attention in 
Primary School Children: Short-term Association  
 
Traffic-Related Air Pollution and Childhood 
Asthma: Recent Advances and Remaining Gaps 
in the Exposure Assessment Methods 
 

Older people's experiences of mobility and mood 
in an urban environment: a mixed methods 
approach using EEG and interviews  
 

The Transport & 
Health Study 
Group (THSG) 
has published a 
paper exploring 
how the hyper-

loop could benefit local transport systems. The 
hyper-loop is a projected 750 mph transport 
system operating in depressurized tubes. Whilst 
one use of such a system would be as a more 
environmentally friendly alternative to aviation, 
THSG suggests that it would be wrong to see it 
just as a means of intercity travel. The 
high intensity of the system makes it possible for 
wayside stops to be served in rotation and the 
high speed of the system makes it possible for 
small towns to be linked by travel into and out of 
a hub. THSG produces detailed examples of how 
this might work in the United Kingdom but 
similar principles could be used in other countries. 
An operational hyper-loop is probably some years 
away, but if current experimental test track 
operations in Nevada (USA) are successful, 
THSG's paper might serve to broaden the debate 
regarding possible uses for the technology, as 
current discussions have focused entirely on 
intercity use. 

PUBLICATIONS & OTHER ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
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The 500 Cities project is collaboration between 
CDC, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and 
the CDC Foundation. The purpose of the 500 
Cities project is to provide city- and census tract-
level small area estimates for chronic disease risk 
factors, health outcomes, and clinical preventive 
service use for the largest 500 cities in the United 
States. These small area estimates allow cities and 
local health departments to better understand the 
burden and geographic distribution of health-
related variables in their jurisdictions, and help 
them plan public health interventions. More about 
the 500 Cities Project 

 
 

DOCTORAL & POST DOCTORAL 
PROGRAMMES 

 
University of Toronto - Sustainable Urban 
Infrastructure Group, Civil Engineering  
Funded PhD and MASc research studentships for 
interdisciplinary research relating to ex-post 
studies of mega transportation infrastructure and 
environmental sustainability. Students should 
have an interest in the development of rail 
transport infrastructure and the associated 
sustainability impacts. Please see the attached 
PDF for more details. Interested candidates 
should contact Prof. Shoshanna Saxe at 
s.saxe@utoronto.ca 
 
Center for Urban Transportation Research 
Two post-doctoral researcher positions available 
as part of the Performance Measurement and 
Evaluation Support Team providing support to 
the Connected Vehicle Deployment 
Pilot Program.  
 
 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

 

 

Research Officer, Urban Age Programme 

  

 
Program Director, Planning Program 

Senior Transportation Planner 

Please visit the Planetizen website for a complete 
list of posted employment opportunities.  
 

AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety – 

Washington DC 

Traffic Research Group Leader 

Associate Researcher 

Senior Analyst 

Analyst 

University of Florida – College of Design, 
Construction and Planning Resilient Built 
Environments CLUSTER HIRE 
 

 
Community Health Senior 

Leader 
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
Thank you for taking the time to read through 
this first issue of The Right PATH quarterly 
newsletter. We hope you found the information 
interesting and useful. If you have something you 
would like to share with PATH members please 
send it to Haneen Khreis hkhreis@tphlink.com or 
Karyn Warsow kwarsow@tphlink.com by the 
newsletter deadline of 30 June 2017.  

PATH is organized and 
administered under the 
Transportation Public Health Link 
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