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Federal Employees Union Slams  

“Misleading” OPM Report on Official Time 
 

Washington, D.C. – Today, the National Federation of Federal Employees (NFFE), a union representing 

110,000 federal employees across the country, reacts to the U.S. Office of Personnel Management’s (OPM) 

misleading report on official time usage for FY16 that was issued today. The union took exception to the 

report - and OPM’s press release accompanying the report - because of its gross mischaracterization of what 

official time is, how it is used, and what value it provides federal agencies and the American people.  

 

OPM’s report continuously referred to official time as “Taxpayer Funded Union Time,” in an obvious 

attempt to mislead the public. The report fails to mention that official time is an essential tool that has been 

used by federal agencies for decades in which federal managers and employees work together to make our 

government more efficient, productive, and just. The law prohibits the use of official time for internal union 

business, like union elections and recruitment of new members. Official time must be used in a manner that 

is “reasonable, necessary, and in the public interest.” OPM misleadingly characterized official time quite 

differently. 

 

“I am shocked that OPM would issue a report and make public statements about official time that are this 

misleading,” said Randy Erwin, NFFE National President. “Official time is essential for our federal 

government to run smoothly and efficiently, and it is without question a benefit to the American people. It is 

shameful that this kind of anti-union sentiment has infected this Administration and that reports like this are 

being used to pursue an anti-union agenda. The American people deserve better than this.” 

 
 

# # # 

 

 

Established in 1917, the National Federation of Federal Employees is the oldest union representing civil service 

federal employees.  NFFE represents 110,000 federal employees in 35 departments and agencies government-wide. 

NFFE is affiliated with the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, AFL-CIO.  

For more information, go to www.nffe.org. 
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