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April 2018 
 

 

News from Pastor Jon 
Happy Easter Fools  
“For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 1 Corinthians 
1:25 

 
When I first saw that Easter 
Sunday was on April 1st this 
year – which is the first time I can remember in my 
years of ministry – I was mildly offended. I like April 
Fools Day, but not as much as when I was young and 
playing the pranks. I just felt like having this day show 
up on Easter was a pretty bad mixture. Easter is a time 
for joy and celebration, not a time for cracking open a 
colored egg only to find that someone did not cook it 
first. So, I stopped to think about my feelings for a while 
and remembered these words from St. Paul to the 
people of Corinth. 
 
When we consider the Bible – God’s message of creation 
and salvation, the incarnation of Jesus, the concept of 
forgiveness and God’s grace in all of these things, we do 
so through the lenses of our faith. However, when we 
first speak with people about Jesus or about our faith, 
we can expect that they see much of this as “the 
foolishness of God.” 
 
Let’s start with the Bible. We increasingly live in a world 
where people question the authority of everyone else 
and question the authority of any previous authoritative 
document, or historical reality. At the same time, we 
have the ability to access so much information about any 
topic that our human minds cannot keep up with the 
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amount of information available. We then have to sort through all of the information and we make 
our individual decisions about what is and what is not authoritative. To many people the Bible 
seems old, past its time, and foolish, but to us, in the light of Easter we know it is the Word of God 
which brings faith, hope and life. 
 
Consider the gift of God’s Son, Jesus, who takes on human form even though Jesus is God. We 
cannot understand how this happens, but we confess it did happen. It seems every Easter there are 
a set of stories published claiming how Jesus body was taken and hidden, how he had a secret life 
because he really did not die, and other theories which are not historically accurate. Here I am not 
just talking about the Bible, but there are other documents which record the death of Jesus and 
yet, people continue to create new stories. In the light of Easter we rejoice that Christ has 
destroyed the power of sin, death and the devil. The world sees this message as foolish stating 
people still die. Again, in the light of Easter we know that Jesus is the resurrection and the life. We 
will live with him forever. 
 
Forgiveness, the grace of God to send Jesus and forgive the sins of all people – ALL PEOPLE – is a 
concept which really seems foolish if you do not believe in Jesus. I have a hard time forgiving the 
people I love. When it comes to people I like, it is even more difficult. Forgiving people who hurt 
me, people I do not know, people who intend to cause me harm? That seems foolish and a good 
way to be hurt again. In the light of Easter we see that forgiveness is a gift God has given us to 
share and the gift frees us from all the hurts of this world. It is NOT an invitation to hurt me again. 
Forgiveness is a way forward which heals.  
 
In summary, Easter seems like a foolish concept to many people, so why not celebrate on April 
Fools Day and proclaim with St. Paul that we are fools for Christ? May God bless you with that 
Easter faith which has been carried forward for generations by people who have seemed foolish, 
but were willing to accept that assessment in order to carry forward the message of Jesus. 
Christ Is Risen. He Is Risen Indeed! Hallelujah! 
 
Pastor Jon 
 
 

Women’s Ministries 
 

The mission donation for April will go to Bayshore Christian Ministries. 
 
In 1984 a group of Stanford and Santa Clara University students began studying the book of Amos. 
As they read about the injustice of disparity between the wealthy and the poor in Ancient Israel, 
they reflected on their own experience in modern day America. Resolving to do something, they 
moved into East Palo Alto and held Bible clubs, including summer camps, for the youth in and 
around the community. Shortly afterward, they offered tutoring programs in reading and math. 
 

In 1987 Bayshore Christian Ministries (BCM) incorporated as a holistic nonprofit.  The mission of 

BCM has been to equip the youth of East Palo Alto and Belle Haven to grow spiritually, gain life 

skills and develop as leaders so they have hope and a future. 
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In 2003 BCM put down roots on Beech Street, building a 10,000 sq. ft. facility, where today 
summer camps, Bible studies and tutoring are still offered, along with opportunities for leadership 
development, life skills coaching, and job training. As the youth grow, BCM continues to support 
them by providing college scholarships, summer internships, and staff positions. 

 

With the support of our partners – individuals, churches, and foundations – BCM continues to grow 

and impact the lives of people in the community, serving close to 400 youth each year. Their vision 

is to disciple the next generation of community leaders who will lead in their homes, workplaces 

and communities. 
 
For more information, visit their website at www.bayshore.org. 
. 

 

 

 

 

It’s time to renew your subscription to The Lutheran Witness magazine or begin a new 
subscription!   

The price is $15.96 for 11 issues for the subscription year beginning with the June/July combined 
issue.  To renew your subscription or begin a new subscription, please make your check payable to 
“Bethany Lutheran Church” with an annotation “Lutheran Witness”  and send it to the Church Office 
or put it in the Sunday offering plate.   

The order deadline date is April 22. 

 

Youth Group News 
 

Hello All, 
 
March seems to have come quickly with rain and its share of beautiful  sunny days and breaking 
temperature records! Spring is one of my favorite seasons! 
  
This month, our Youth Groups attended "9 to 5" at the Foothill College Loham Theatre in Los Altos. 
This play is based on a movie from the 80’s starring Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda, and Lilly Tomlin. It 
was nice to hear the conversations between our youth regarding how different times were back 
then. We had a great discussion regarding the inequities of salaries and the behaviors between 
men and women. These youth are always making me proud of their attitudes, kindness, and 
respect for one another.  It is a privilege to get to walk alongside them in their journey in Christian 
lives. 

http://www.bayshore.org/
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SAVE THE DATES: 
  
Movie Night on Friday, May 5 at 7:00 PM: We will be seeing the Avengers in Fremont. We will 
leave from Bethany upper parking lot at 5:00 PM. This will give us enough time for traffic and pick 
up snacks.  
 
Please let me know ASAP if you are planning on attending or interested. 
 
Mother's Day Brunch on Sunday, May 13: Bethany Youth Groups will be hosting a Mother’s 
Day Brunch immediately after church. Come join us in celebrating a special Mother’s Day brunch!  
Help us make this day special for Mom’s, Auntie’s, and the many special ladies in our lives. 
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Angelic News - Littlest Angels Preschool 
 

TRUE BLUE FRIENDS! 
 

“Loyal means that even though the new person has a much bigger cookie.  I’m sticking by you and 
your little cookies because you are my very best friend.” 

Cookies Bite-Size Life Lessons by Amy K Rosenthal 
 

Loyalty is our virtue of the month at Littlest Angels.   Hmmm…we are going to teach little 
egocentric preschoolers how to be loyal friends?  Really?  You bet we are!  Granted, this is not an 
easy task.  It takes lots and lots and lots of practice to become a loyal friend and think of others 
first.  
 
 Children first feel loyalty within the family circle as they gain deep love and appreciation for family 
members.  Family connections are their first glimpse at what genuine loyalty really is.  Home is 
where it all begins.  The warm, unconditional love a child feels at home is like none other. Children 
(and grown-ups) learn more about loyalty by what you do than by anything you might say. Children 
who feel safe and secure in their relationships at home become aware of others and begin forming 
healthy relationships outside the family circle on their own.   
 
Through successful development of friendships the children learn social skills such as cooperation, 
sharing, responsibility, conflict management, empathy and faithfulness. The formation of 
friendships—or the absence of—has a lasting impact on a child’s social adjustment now and later in 
life.  That’s why training in this area is so very crucial. It makes my heart happy each time I see 
and hear the little ones caring for each other and growing in their loyal friendships.  They take little 
steps, stumble a bit and then pick themselves up and try it all over again.  Love and loyalty are like 
that! 
 
You know, we all need “true blue” friends. When I think of a “true blue” friend I think of a friend 
who loves me the way that Jesus loves me. He’s there for me when no one else is. He loves me 
unconditionally. He will always forgive me. He never changes. He gives me comfort. I know I can 
trust Him. He’s always there to listen. He protects me from harm. He will never leave me or forsake 
me. His loyalty never ends.  Jesus wants us to be that kind of friend to others too! Proverbs 3:3, 4 
says, “Never let loyalty and kindness leave you!  Tie them around your neck as a reminder.  Write 
them deep within your heart.” Indeed! Jesus is loyal to us and He wants us to be loyal friends to 
others! 
 
What a true-blue friend we have in Jesus! 
Kathy Stinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Men’s  
 

Join us on the second Saturday of each month September 2017 – May 2018 from 9:00 – 10:30 AM 
in the family center for a delicious breakfast, an inspirational Bible study, prayer time, and a 
great opportunity for friendship.  

Pastor Jon Coyne will lead the men in a study entitled, “God in the Real 
World.” The study is tied to the Holy Land and includes a video. 

A freewill donation of $5 is encouraged to help offset the cost of the program and to support a 
child sponsored through World Vision International.  

Free childcare is available. Arrangements must be made in advance. Please contact Linda in 
the Church Office at 650-854-5897 ~ lindab@bethany-mp.org. 

 

 Bethany Lutheran Church 
 

Saturday,  
April 14 
 

BREAKFAST  
 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
 



 

Women’s Breakfast 
Bible Study  

 “Psalm 23: Everything that We Need” 
 

 
 

 

Saturday, April 14 9:00 – 10:30 AM 

This study is a walk with the Shepherd through the beloved Psalm that has 
been too long relegated to funeral services when it is so full of guidance for 

living with confidence, compassion and courage. 
 

Join us on the second Saturday of each month September 2017 – May 2018 
for a delicious breakfast, an inspirational Bible study, prayer time,  

and a great opportunity for friendships.  
 

A freewill donation of $5 is encouraged to help offset the cost of the program and to support a child 
sponsored through World Vision International. 

 
Free childcare is available. Arrangements must be made in advance.  

Please contact Linda in the Church Office at 650-854-5897 ~ lindab@bethany-mp.org. 
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Parents’ Night Out 
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Bethany Lutheran Church 
Saturday, May 5, 2018  ●  5:30 - 8:30 pm 

 

Need a break from the kids? 
Bethany Lutheran Church is sponsoring 

Parents’ Night Out! 
 

We offer childcare for children 1 - 10 years old 
so you can enjoy a few hours of adult time! 

 

The kids love this event…and the parents do too! 
 

 pizza dinner        craft         play time             
 entertainment: “Fur, Scales & Tails” Animal Show 

  
Cost is only $20 per child. 

Family discount available: first child $20 and siblings $15 each. 
 

 

Advance registration is required. Registration deadline: Friday, Apr. 27.   
Space is limited and is available on a first-come, first-served basis.  

No refunds after Apr. 27.  
 

 

Go to www.bethany-mp.org/nightout  
to register and pay online.   

 

http://www.bethany-mp.org/nightout


LWML CNH Convention 
April 27-29, 2018 

Doubletree Hotel by Hilton, Newark/Fremont 
39900 Balentine Drive, Newark, CA 94560 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML CNH Convention 
Friday, April 27 – Sunday, April 29 

 
REGISTRATION opens at 12:00 pm, Friday 

SWAP 1:30 – 3:30 pm, Friday 

Study, Worship, And Prayer 

COMMUNION WORSHIP 7:30 pm, Friday 

••••••• 

Prayer, Music, Bible Study, Speakers, Ingathering  
••••••• 

WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 am, Sunday 
 
 

 

 

Plan 

Now 

To 

Attend! 

  
• Reverend Tom Zelt, Prince of 

Peace, Fremont will lead us in 

the opening worship Friday 

evening.   

 

• Pastoral Counselor Rev. 

Stewart Crown - SWAP Bible 

Study Leader  

  

• Don Wharton – Convention 

Bible Study Leader and 

Keynote Speaker   

 

• Dave Anderson – Convention 

Music Leader   
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