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Harvest slowed down a little bit 
in our Northern Plains states 

(specifically Montana and North 
Dakota) as late summer rains kept 
the combines under cover.  As 
Montana and North Dakota have 
significantly increased their pulse 
acreage, (see bullets below), an 
abundant pulse crop from the 
Northern Tier is expected.  But 
with the rain, is it a matter of 
quantity over quality?  According 
to Shannon Berndt, Executive 
Director of the Northern Pulse 
Growers Association (NPGA), 
although rains are still keeping 
combines out of the chickpea 
fields, it’s not an “either-or” 
situation.   “Kind of a mixed bag 
on quality as hail and weather 
conditions have affected some 
areas but overall the reports have 
been good on quality/yields,” she 
states.

Ryan Edinger of AGT Foods, USA 
agrees.  According to Edinger 
lentils and peas faired very well 
in Montana and North Dakota.  
Lentil yields in North Dakota have 
ranged from 15 bushels (or 900 
lbs ) to 50 bu (or 3000 lbs), with 
an average of 25 bu (1,500 lbs).  

“There were some reports of white 
mold, ascochyta, anthracnose in 
the extreme northwest of North 
Dakota that limited yield and 
some quality issues were also 
present. Quality has been average 
to above average as precipitation 
was limited during harvest.”  In 
Montana, lentil yield range is 15 
to 40 bu/acre (900/2400 lbs/acre), 
with an average yield in the 22bu/
ac range (1320 lbs).  “We also saw 
some disease issues in extreme 
northeast MT which limited yield 
in some areas.  Quality is average 
to above average.”

Marvin Tarum in Richland, Montana 
reports that the new Avondale 
lentil variety has been planted 
widely in Montana and appears to 
be doing well, and overall, despite 
the rain yields and quality seem 
to be very good.  He characterizes 
the weather as “unique,” because 
of early dry conditions leading to 
early planting, and late weather 
events leading to late harvest.

Justin Flaten of JM Grain reports 
that lentils are generally complete 
by now in North Dakota, “NE 
Montana and NW North Dakota 

are behind normal averages in 
terms of the percent harvested for 
lentils in my estimate.”

Edinger adds that peas have a 
broader range, from 18 to 75 bu/
acre (1080/4500 lbs/acre.  “Extreme 
southwest ND experienced 
some dry conditions and warm 
temperatures in June which shut 
down flowering and limited yield.  
As you push toward central and 
northern ND yields were average 
to above average.  Harvest is 
complete on peas in North Dakota; 
overall we are seeing some good 
quality on yellow peas.  We have 
seen some localized bleach issues 
in some areas but overall, good 
quality of #2 better.”

In Montana the range is 20-70 bu/
ac (1200/4200 lbs/acre). “Yields 
to the south have been 20-35, as 
you push toward the north we 
have seen 35-70 bu/ac yields.  
Quality has been average to above 
average. Harvest is completed in 
MT on field peas.”

Flaten says the general trends 
are good yields and good quality, 
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The Northern Pulse Growers 
Association is excited to announce 

that they have recently launched a new-
updated website. The website includes a 
new look, social media compatibility and 
user friendly features. Enhancements 
have been made to the recipe section 
for consumers looking for healthy 
and exciting ways to include pulses in 
the meal planning. In addition, there 
are many publications highlighting 
pulse crops, pulse crops, which include 
dry pea, lentils and chickpeas, are an 
excellent source of fiber and protein while being low fat.

This past year, which was designated as International Year of the Pulse by the United Nations, has substantially 
increased awareness on the nutrition and versatility of pulse crops. Increases in marketing opportunities 
pushed pulse acres to historic numbers.  “This is the perfect time to introduce a new website which showcases 
publications and research conducted by the Northern Pulse Growers Association,” stated Dolores Rohrich, 
NPGA Communications Director.

Visit www.northernpulses.com to see the new website. And make sure to like their Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/NorthernPulse for Northern Plains pulse information!

including the chickpea harvest so far.  “Yields and 
quality were very good on peas  and the same for 
lentils harvested prior to Labor day.   Post Labor 
day harvested lentils we expect quality to drop 
considerably, small green lentils and red lentils that 
were 1s are now 2s and 3s. Richleas were 1s before 
the rain and are now 3s from what I have seen,” Flaten 
states. “Higher than average yields are being reported 
in north central Montana.  I have concern there will be 
isolated areas of chickpeas with green count due to 
the frost this last week.”  

And we can’t forget our Faba bean farmers.  Dick 
Mickelsen of Rolla, North Dakota says they got 2.4 
inches of rain in the last two days, putting his area 

over 20 inches for the year.  He’s still waiting to bring 
in the other half of his first year Faba bean fields.  
Muddy ground is the big issue, as it can lead to some 
pod shatter if they stand too long after being desic-
cated.  “This is our first year growing fabas, so we still 
have a lot to learn.”  Dick is hoping for more research 
in faba beans, as he believes the growing potential 
for the pulse industry is great.

Luckily, Berndt reports that the weather is supposed 
to clear up starting today and stay fair over the week-
end.  With any luck, we’ll have Montana and North 
Dakota combines in the field by early next week.  
Happy harvesting in our northern states!

MONTANA/NORTH DAKOTA PULSE BREAKDOWN ACCORDING TO USDA-NASS

LENTILS: 
Montana farmers planted around 540,000 acres while North Dakota producers planted an estimated 265,000 
acres. Combined, MT/ND has grown 87% of the nation’s lentils.

DRY PEAS:
North Dakota farmers planted an estimated 500,000 acres; Montana producers planted an estimated 550,000 
acres. Combined, MT/ND has grown 83% of the nation’s total dry peas.

CHICKPEAS:
Montana farmers planted an estimated 69,000 acres this spring, while North Dakota growers planted an esti-
mated 11,000 acres. Combined, MT/ND has grown 29% of the nation’s total chickpeas.

http://www.usapulses.org 
http://www.northernpulses.com
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernPulse/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernPulse/


Copyright
2016 2780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843 •  www.usapulses.org  •  Ph: 208.882.3023 • Fax: 208.882.6406 32780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843  •  www.usapulses.org   •  Ph: 208.882.3023   •  Fax: 208.882.6406

Today’s Exchange Rate: 
1 Canadian dollar = 0.76 U.S.

Bank of Canada

Pacific	Northwest
Green	Peas	(whole) $ 10.00-11.00 $ 10.00-11.00 $ 10.00-12.00
Yellow	Peas	(whole) $ 8:33-11:00 $ 8:33-11:00 $ 10.42-12.00
Austrian	Winter	Peas
Lentils	(Brewer) $ 25.00-26.50 $ 25.00-26.50 $ 38.00
Lentils	(Pardina) $ 25.00 $ 25.00 $ 38.00
Chickpeas	(Large	Kabuli) $ 30.00

Green	Peas $ 8.75-9.58 $ 8.75-9.58 $ 8.33-8.75
Yellow	Peas $ 7.92-9.17 $ 7.92-9.17 $ 10.83-12.33
Lentils	(Richlea) $ 24.00-28.00 $ 24.00-28.00 $ 30.00-32.00
Chickpeas	(Large	Kabuli) $ 24.00

Green	Peas $ 8.94 $ 9.07 $ 10.21
Yellow	Peas $ 8.98 $ 9.26 $ 11.37
Feed	Peas $ 7.95 $ 7.95 $ 6.05
Lentils	(Laird) $ 36.61 $ 35.34 $ 34.44
Lentils	(Red) $ 19.59 $ 21.83 $ 24.89
Lentils	(Richlea) $ 33.06 $ 32.22 $ 29.97
Chickpeas	(Desi) $ 23.18 $ 23.18 $ 11.95
Chickpeas	(Kabuli	9mm) $ 36.39 $ 37.81 $ 20.62

Canada	(Prices	in	U.S.	$/cwt.)	As	of	September	7,	2016

Not	Established

Not	EstablishedNot	Established

Not	Established Not	Established

Not	Established

Northern	Plains

Not	Established

Grower	Price	Chart	(Prices	in	U.S.	$/cwt.	on	#1	Grade)
This	Week Last	Published Last	Year

September	16,	2016 September	9,	2016 SEPTEMBER
 � Market prices 

contained in this 
newsletter may or may 
not reflect actual market 
conditions at the time of 
sale. 

 � U.S. prices are 
gathered from USDA 
Bean Market News 
which uses averages 
based on U.S. #1 
production from the 
date surveyed and are 
for thresher run, clean 
basis. 

 � Canadian prices 
are gathered from 
the Saskatchewan 
government.

√ GROWER NOTES:: Compared to last week: Trading activity was steady 
with less demand from India, while new crop price were established for 
the pulses this week. 

Northern Tier: Prices reported on a 
cwt basis, Del warehouse, thresher 
run and U.S. No. 2’s or better.

2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015
$5.97 $5.81 $5.29 $5.31 $13.86 $14.04 $10.59 $10.40 $11.28 $11.28 $7.43 $7.43

September 16, 2016 NPP $9.17 $9.17 $8.49 $8.67 $22.60 $22.60 $19.33 $18.96 $30.75 $30.75 $25.75 $25.75

September 9, 2016 NPP $9.25 $9.25 $8.57 $8.75 $23.59 $23.59 $20.32 $19.95 $31.29 $31.29 $26.32 $26.32September 11, 2015 NPP $11.06 $11.06 $11.06 $11.06 $30.85 $30.85 $27.58 $27.21 $26.00 $26.00 $21.00 $21.00

All All

Pulse Loan Rate: #2 Grade

Midwest region: all counties in Montana and North Dakota, plus all counties in all other states not in the West Region.
Source: USDA Farm Service Agency

USDA	2015-16	National	Posted	Price	and	Loan	Rate	Summary

New	Loan	Rates	Eff:	May	1
Dry	Peas Lentils Large	Chickpeas Small	Chickpeas

West Midwest West Midwest

PNW: Prices reported on a cwt 
basis, Del warehouse, thresher 
run and U.S. No. 1’s.

Editors Note: USDA has changed the USDA Bean Market News format.  Green 
Peas, both Vine and Upright have been combined into a “Whole” category.  
The reasoning is that the prices are always the same.  Austrian Winter Peas 
will not be reported as they are getting harder to report due to the lack of 
people we contact for the prices.  The report needs three confirmed hits from 
three different identities.  Also, as you probably noticed, less notes are being 
reported regarding the market. The USDA is always open to comments, so if 
you would like me to make a case against any of these changes, please let 
me know at drhoades@usapulses.org.

http://www.usapulses.org 
http://www.usapulses.org 
mailto:drhoades%40usapulses.org?subject=
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Ready to Feel the Pulse?  The first annual Feel the Pulse 
5K Fun Run will take place in Spokane, Washington as 

part of the festival of events planned for the U.S. Pea & Lentil Trade Associa-
tion’s annual convention celebrating the 2016 International Year of Pulses.  
The 3.1 mile fun run (or 16368 feet if you prefer) will take place 6am on Thurs-
day, September 29, 2016.   

Starting and ending at the Davenport Grand Hotel, a 5K loop course crossing 
bridges on the Spokane River with great views of the falls.  The course is 95% 
on paved trails with the remaining 5% run on sidewalks.  Due to the early start 
time runners/walkers are encouraged to wear headlamps.  The course will be 
hand timed and there will be no aid stations.  Finishing participants will receive a Feel the Pulse 5K tee shirt. 

Run coordinator Melissa Flaten emphasizes that the 5K is simply a chance for a friendly outing in beautiful 
Spokane.  “The run or walk is free and just for fun, to get out and enjoy some exercise and Spokane's beautiful 
trail system before the day starts,” she stated.  “It is designed to be a fun run so we will not be giving prizes for 
overall winners or age group winners.”  However, rumor has it that USPLTA Chair Justin Flaten will be handing 
out a singular prize to be announced after the race, during Thursday's meetings.

Click the website link below for more information and to fill out an online registration form.  There is also a link 
to click if you have questions concerning the event.

Tim, McGreevy, CEO
  tmcgreevy@usapulses.org
Drex Rhoades, Editor
  drhoades@usapulses.org

USA Dry Pea and Lentil Council
2780 W Pullman Road
Moscow, Idaho 83843
208-882-3023   www.usapulses.org
All rights reserved. 2016.

THE USADPLC IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND PROVIDER. 

A much loved cardiologist died and was given an elaborate 
and well attended funeral.  Some grateful patients 

crafted a HUGE heart as a mausoleum.  The doctor’s casket 
was positioned just in front of the heart.

Following a touching eulogy, hidden doors to the heart 
opened and pal bearers rolled the casket inside.  The beautiful 
heart then closed, sealing the doctor inside, forever.

At that point, one of the 
mourners burst into laughter.  
As expected, hundreds of 
faces turned toward him.  
Awkwardly he said, “I’m so 
very sorry, but I couldn’t help 
but think foward of my own 
funeral.”  Reading that the 
group did not understand his 
reasoning, he replied.  

“I’m a proctologist.”

https://runsignup.com/Race/WA/Spokane/FeelthePulse5K

http://www.usapulses.org 
mailto:tmcgreevy@usapulses.org
mailto:drhoades@usapulses.org
http://www.usapulses.org 
https://runsignup.com/Race/WA/Spokane/FeelthePulse5K

