
The storm of controversy over 
the new GMO law has not 

abated since the President signed 
the Genetically Modified Organism 
(GMO)  bill into law last week.  The 
GMO bill will require labeling of 
genetically modified ingredients 
for the first time.  Reading this in 
the most positive light, many in the 
agricultural industry consider this 
a win.  The House and the Senate 
passed this modified version of a 
GMO bill in past weeks in response 
to Vermont’s adoption of a required 
GMO labeling bill passed in 
2014, as well as similar laws set in 
Connecticut and Maine (pending 
neighboring states adopting similar 
laws).  The Vermont law was strict in 
its language, requiring food items 
with GMOs to be labeled with the 
disclaimer, “Produced with Genetic 
Engineering.”   The significance 
of this federal law is it prevents 
individual states, like Vermont from 

requiring any 
o n - p a c k a g e 
labeling of 
g e n e t i c a l l y 
m o d i f i e d 

ingredients.  Many in agriculture, 
including the USA Dry Pea & Lentil 
Council, sent letters to Congress 
in support of this modified 
law.  The signers of these letters 
urged Congress to find a national 
solution to avoid a state-by-state 
hodgepodge of laws, all a little 
different from one another, making 
it difficult to design packaging that 
can be sold in all states.

What does this new law require?  
The compromised version of the bill 
sent to and signed by the President 
requires food packaging to carry a 
message, a symbol or an electronic 
code readable by a smartphone  
that  tells the consumer whether 
that food contains genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs).  Now, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
has two years to write the rules of 
the law before it goes into effect.  

Proponents of the Vermont law feel 
the new compromised federal law 
falls short in demanding compliance; 
stating that consumers won’t scan 
the electronic label and there are 
little penalties for companies that 
don’t comply with the law.

Today it is estimated that 75-80 
percent of packaged foods contain 
GMOs, mostly corn and soybean 
products. The Food and Drug 
administration deems them safe 
for consumption since there is very 
little scientific support that GMOs 
currently on the market pose a 
safety risk to the public.  Pulse crops 
are GMO free, but many food items 
on the market incorporating pulses 
may have GMO components and 
will be affected by this law.
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As the U.S. pulse harvest 
proceeds, the largest pulse 

importer in the world, India, 
announces they are going to be 
short around five million tons of 
pulses to meet demand, despite 
an estimate that pulse production 
in India will be around 19 million 
tons due to abundant monsoon 
rains.  Given this, it seems fair to 
say that India plans on importing 
a lot of pulses.  This week, they 
purchased 375,000 tons of pulses 
from Mozambique, for instance.

U.S. exporters have also seen 
confirmation of this news.  Director 
of Marketing Pete Klaiber states 
that India just released a tender 
for 40,000 Metric Tons (MT) of U.S. 
Richlea Lentils.  “Mrs. Shakun Dalal, 
our marketing representative in 
India, sent news that MMTC, a 
state-owned trading company 
in India, has issued tenders for 
two shipments of lentils,” Klaiber 
explains.  “One for US Richlea lentils 
and one for Canadian Laird Lentils, 
each shipment to consist of 40,000 
MT bulk.” 

For purposes of comparison, our 
total lentil shipments to India in 
2015 were 94,300 MT.  10 years 
prior, shipments of lentils to India 
were zero. “It would be a great 
start to the marketing year to see a 
40,000 MT shipment to India,” said 
Klaiber.

And the roads are clearing as we 
speak. There have been rumors 
recently about a change in India’s 
import regulations, and we can 
now confirm to you that there has 
been a change made to the India 
Import Permit process. 

Dalal reports that the Indian 
Government recently published 
regulations effective immediately 
stating that Import Permits are no 
longer required for the importation 
of pulses into India.   However, 
that does not mean that any of 
India’s phytosanitary certificate 
requirements will be waived.   
The regulations concerning 
phytosanitary 
c e r t i f i c a t e s 
remain in force.  

“In essence, 
the Import 
Certificate itself 
is gone, but the 
requirements 
it spelled out 
remain in 
place,” said 
Klaiber.   “The 
good news 
is that you 
won’t need the 
actual import 
permit to 
complete your 
documentation 
packet.”

Keep in mind that USDA will have 
to incorporate this change into 
their procedures since Import 
Permits for pulse exports to India 
are still shown as a requirement 
under USDA guidelines, but the 
USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council has 
asked them to make changes to 
reflect the new regulations in India, 
and reports from various sources 
indicate that USDA is notifying 
staff out in the field of the change.

Please contact Pete Klaiber 
(pklaiber@usapulses.org) to 
acquire the full document of 
tender. 

http://www.usapulses.org 
mailto:pklaiber@usapulses.org)
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Today’s Exchange Rate: 
1 Canadian dollar = 0.76 U.S.

Bank of Canada

Pacific	Northwest
Green	Peas	(Vine) $ 12.00-12.50 $ 12.00-12.50
Green	Peas	(Upright) $ 12.00-12.50 $ 12.00-12.50
Yellow	Peas $ 12.00-13.00 $ 12.00-13.00
Austrian	Winter	Peas $ 18.00-23.00 $ 18.00-23.00
Lentils	(Brewer) $ 26.00 $ 26.00
Lentils	(Pardina) $ 25.00 $ 25.00
Chickpeas	(Large	Kabuli) $ 34.00-36.00 $ 34.00-36.00 $ 30.00

Green	Peas $ 10.00-10.42 $ 10.00-10.42
Yellow	Peas $ 10.00- $ 10.00-10.83
Lentils	(Richlea) $ 24.00-26.00 $ 24.00-26.00
Chickpeas	(Large	Kabuli) $ 30.00 $ 30.00 $ 24.00

Green	Peas $ 10.65 $ 11.74 $ 9.70
Yellow	Peas $ 9.35 $ 11.75 $ 11.37
Feed	Peas $ 7.95 $ 7.95 $ 6.05
Lentils	(Laird) $ 35.09 $ 40.49 $ 29.02
Lentils	(Red) $ 24.06 $ 25.01 $ 26.39
Lentils	(Richlea) $ 31.02 $ 34.80 $ 25.03
Chickpeas	(Desi) $ 23.18 $ 23.18 $ 11.95
Chickpeas	(Kabuli	9mm) $ 30.25 $ 28.88 $ 21.58

Not	Established
Not	Established
Not	Established

Not	Established
Not	Established

Not	Established

Northern	Plains

Canada	(Prices	in	U.S.	$/cwt.)	As	of	August	3,	2016

Not	Established
Not	Established
Not	Established

Grower	Price	Chart	(Prices	in	U.S.	$/cwt.	on	#1	Grade)
This	Week Last	Published Last	Year

August	5,	2016 July	29,	2016 AUGUST  � Market prices 
contained in this 
newsletter may or may 
not reflect actual market 
conditions at the time of 
sale. 

 � U.S. prices are 
gathered from USDA 
Bean Market News 
which uses averages 
based on U.S. #1 
production from the 
date surveyed and are 
for thresher run, clean 
basis. 

 � Canadian prices 
are gathered from 
the Saskatchewan 
government.

Dealer Information: 
√ PNW: Green Split Peas, Yellow 
Split Peas were established. 
Whole Green Peas, Whole Yellow 
Peas, Pardina Lentils, Brewer 
Lentils, and Austrian Winter Peas 
were not established. 
PNW: Trading activity was slow 
on light buyer demand.

√ Northern Plains: Richlea 
Lentils, Whole Green Peas and 
Whole Yellow Peas were not 
established.
Northern Tier: Trading activity 
was slow on light buyer demand.

2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 2015
$5.97 $5.81 $5.29 $5.31 $13.86 $14.04 $10.59 $10.40 $11.28 $11.28 $7.43 $7.43

August 5, 2016 NPP $11.06 $11.06 $10.38 $10.56 $28.40 $28.40 $25.13 $24.76 $30.40 $30.40 $25.30 $25.30

July 29, 2016 NPP $11.50 $11.50 $10.82 $11.00 $29.40 $29.40 $26.13 $25.76 $30.03 $30.03 $25.04 $25.04September 11, 2015 NPP $11.06 $11.06 $11.06 $11.06 $30.85 $30.85 $27.58 $27.21 $26.00 $26.00 $21.00 $21.00

All All

Pulse Loan Rate: #2 Grade

Midwest region: all counties in Montana and North Dakota, plus all counties in all other states not in the West Region.
Source: USDA Farm Service Agency

USDA	2015-16	National	Posted	Price	and	Loan	Rate	Summary

New	Loan	Rates	Eff:	May	1
Dry	Peas Lentils Large	Chickpeas Small	Chickpeas

West Midwest West Midwest

Grower Information:
√ PNW:  Pardina Lentils, Brewer 
Lentils, Austrian Winter Peas, 
Whole Yellow Peas and Whole 
Green Peas were steady.

√ Northern Plains: Whole Green 
Peas, Whole yellow peas and 
Richlea Lentils were steady.

http://www.usapulses.org 
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THE USADPLC IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND PROVIDER. 

Weidong Chen (center top, and right photo) demonstrates 
the effectiveness of a new class of fungicide against 
Metalaxyl resistant Pythium.  Photo above, WSU Researcher 
George Vandemark, Pacific Northwest Farmers Cooperative 
Crop Consultants Mike Devoe and Jerry Mraz on each side of 
Chen, and Todd Scholz, VP of Research and Member Services 
examine lentil plots.

These plots of chickpeas on the right, grown at the 
Washington State University Spillman Farm were grown 
with seeds treated with the standard fungicide (on the right) 
and the Intego (on the left).  The chickpeas treated with the 
standard treatment were completely killed by Pythium root-
rot.  Producers that encounter poor stands may consider 
contacting their local extension agent or crop advisor.  

Photo and description by Director of Research, Jeff Rumney.
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