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SCHEDULE	
MAINE STORYTELLING MUSTER	

SEPTEMBER 17, 2016	
	

9:30    Gathering and Greetings  	

10:00-10:30   OPENING SESSION:  HEIRLOOM STORIES by Phyllis 
Blackstone   	

Muster Coordinator and host Phyllis Blackstone is a retired educator, 
having used storytelling as her preferred teaching tool from first graders to 
graduate students.  She enjoys telling folktales and personal stories to 
children, adult audiences and senior citizens.  She has organized local 
guilds, storytelling conferences and festivals.	

	

10:30-12:00   WORKSHOP SESSIONS 	

12:00-1:00  Lunch (prepared by Chef Bill Hinderer, Peaks Island)  	

1:00-1:30  Guild Happenings and Announcements 	

1:30-3:00  Storytelling Swap 	

	

THE WORKSHOP SESSIONS 	

Debb Freedman: THE LANGUAGES OF LEGACY: How Creating Fairy Tale is Like a 
Quilt	

Both a fairy tale and a quilt created for a loved one brings a 
sense of comfort and well-being. 	
Listen about this innovative process of co-creating a fairy 
tale for another.	
Engage in a conversation about the many ways of 
remembrance.	
"Those crooked little stitches remind me of the crooked 
little tune she sang."   The Color Purple by Alice Walker	

Deborah has been creating fairy tales for others since the 
mid 90's.  She is the founder of MOOSE (Maine Organization of Storytelling Enthusiasts).	

Most recently she has been invited to present her process and insights at two global 
conferences put on by a group out of Oxford Univ. UK, one in Oxford, the other in Budapest. 
She has been chosen to expand her work as a chapter in a book on Storytelling Illness and 
Medicine. She has a great laugh!	
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Hope Lewis: HISTORY IN MY OWN WORDS	

In this workshop, participants will explore how to share an historical tale creatively. 
Putting history in your own words will bring it to life. It could be personal memory, a story your 
grandfather told you, a bit of community lore, or an event from history that fascinates you. 
Telling it to others in a way that is enjoyable for both you and your listeners takes a little bit of 
forethought. Basic principles from the art of storytelling will prepare 
participants to share stories with their family, friends, church, or 
community organization without anxiety. All of your ideas and questions 
are welcome. Come and enjoy the pleasure that telling a story in your own 
words can bring.	

Hope C Lewis is a teacher and storyteller. She has had the pleasure of 
teaching storytelling courses for both Acadia and Downeast Senior 
Colleges. She also performs for schools, libraries and Acadia National 
Park.	

	

Jude Lamb: History is the story of people - it should not be boring!	
	
Once upon a time I was tapped upon my brow with a wondrous magic wand, and “poof” I 
became a storyteller! And lo, the stories I loved best were the true tales. And behold, if they 
reached back into time. That added to their attraction. And glory-be, if they gave women a voice 
and a right to be a part of our history, that was the perfect recipe for my storytelling caldron. 
That truly does describe my finding a path through this forest that we call storytelling.	
	
My first historic tale was one told at our annual Lamb family reunion every year from as far back 
as I could remember. I’d always heard this wee thread of a story told about “Luther.” Did his 
wife even have a name? Could Luther have taken a parcel of young-uns into the wilderness by 
himself and expect them to survive? Unlikely. What might be Luther’s wife’s take on this story? 
Interesting characters, a plot, drama, and a positive outcome… the story had everything needed, 
along with the promise of my own searches down many avenues to turn this thread into a real 
adventure story that folks would want to hear.	
	
Come along on this ride to search out the possibilities of taking a family 
story from “the thread of a yarn” to a full storytelling narrative. Don’t 
think you have any family stories? Balderdash! We all do, and seeking 
them is part of the fun. Though such stories might be told in the third 
person, I find that my stories come alive when I dress in period clothing 
and ‘become’ the character. Come be inspired to make a real family 
story your own.	
	
We will explore questions such as: How do I choose a story? What 
research is needed, and how do I start? How closely do I need to stick to 
the facts? We will leave with some inspiration and a plan for at least 
one story each. I promise. 	
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Jude Lamb grew up in the southwestern foothills of Maine. She is a storyteller, artist, and 
writer, who now lives on the Maine coast. She has a degree in Human Ecology from the 
College of the Atlantic, in Bar Harbor. She says: “Word and image, image and word… what 
else do we need?!” 	
	
Jo Radner: The Art of Interviewing for Stories That Matter 	
Do you want to gather stories from your family? Your neighbors and friends? Your 
community?  Are you looking for stories to tell, to archive, to pass along to future 
generations?  In this very interactive workshop, Jo will lead you through a series of exercises and 
practice interviews that will show you how to ask questions, listen, and follow up in ways that 
will encourage people to tell you the stories that they care about – in vivid detail.  Handouts will 
support the session.	

Storyteller, folklorist, and oral historian, Jo Radner lives in Lovell, 
Maine.  Her CD, Yankee Ingenuity: Stories of Headstrong and 
Resourceful People, received a 2013 Storytelling World Award.  She 
is past president of the National Storytelling Network and the 
American Folklore Society. 	

	

	

	

	

Many thanks to the 2016 Maine Storytelling Muster Committee:  Phyllis Blackstone (chair), 
Hope Lewis, Cathy Furness, Jane Woodman, Debb Freedman, Pearl Lewis 	

	

 	

	


