
January 2017
Connections

The Haiti Team has been meeting to train and prepare for the upcoming trip to Haiti! They have 
another great group of 17 assembled with many various skills that will be used to reach out with 
the love of Christ at United Christian International (UCI) and in the surrounding area.

Construction will be a big part of the upcoming trip. Their hope is to build a home for a family 
while they are there in February. They also hope to do food distribution, VBS, help in the schools 
and take students on a field trip. As always, the number one goal will be to build relationships at 
UCI and with the Haitians nearby.

Providing black school shoes for the children on the trip in October, was such a successful and 
rewarding experience, that the February Team is planning to it again. There is always a need 
for good shoes, because of growing children and all the walking they do. Many children walk a 
great distance to get to school - some an hour or more. Please be watching for more information 
about how you can be involved in this project by donating white socks and black shoes for the 
Haiti school children.

Your prayers for the team are appreciated as the team prepares for this trip. Thank you.

Haiti Trip - February 2017 
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Upcoming Events

January 8 - Alpha
Come and share in a wonderful evening of food, fellowship and learning 
what Alpha is all about. Kickoff dinner/session is Sunday, January 8 at 5:30. 
Weekly sessions will be Wednesday evenings from 5:30-7:30 pm beginning 
January 11; childcare available upon request. Contact Marlys Fruhling at  
447-0100 to register or for more info.

January 20 - Mission of Hope Meal
Please join us for this opportunity. If you would like to donate food or help 
prepare or serve, please mark your Sunday communication card or go to the 
Upcoming Events page on our website to sign up.

January 26 - 50+ Fellowship Potluck
Kickoff the new year by celebrating with your friends at the January potluck! 
Lunch starts at 11:30 am. Bring a dish to share and your own table service.

January 5 - Financial Peace
Learn how to handle money God’s way! In this 9-week, biblically based 
course by Dave Ramsey, you’ll learn to get rid of debt, manage money, spend 
and save wisely, and much more. Sessions begin Thursday, January 5 and 
will be from 6:30-8:30 pm. Childcare will be available. Contact Carol Beyer at 
cbeyer@faith-life.org to register.

January 11 - The Daniel Plan
The Daniel Plan is a 6-week, video-based gathering to bring health to every 
area of your life. With God’s love for us as the motivation, it’s a step by step 
approach that helps you make small changes that lead to big results. It 
begins Wednesday, January 11, from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. Contact Carol Beyer 
at cbeyer@faith-life.org to register or for questions.

January 14 - Welcome to St. Mark’s
Welcome to St. Mark’s provides an opportunity to learn about our ministries, 
meet our pastors, and find out how you can get connected here. Saturday, 
January 14, 8-Noon. Childcare is available. If you’d like to know more, 
contact Marlys at mfruhling@faith-life.org or 447-0100.

January 8 - The Marriage Course 
Have an impact on your family and future generations by strengthening your 
marriage. Enjoy candlelight dinners, reconnect and share only with your 
spouse. Course begins on Sunday, January 8 with an introductory dinner at 
5:30 pm, then continues on Sunday for seven weeks. Childcare is available 
with advance notice. Register online (Adults/Classes).

January 22 - New Partner Sunday
New Partners will be joining the St. Mark’s family on this special day. Please 
be sure to give them a warm welcome after the service.

January 29 - Annual Meeting
The annual congregational meeting will be held at 12:30 pm in Faith Worship 
Center on Sunday, January 29. Please join us for a brief luncheon prior to the 
meeting at Noon, in The Crossings.



GRACE ANATOMY - New Sermon Series Starts January 8

Health Concerns:

Russell Anthony
Pat Busch
Joan Chally
Tracy Dietsch
Kent Dolezal
David Hagen
Darlene Hartkemeyer
Esther Ann Hite
Rick Hohneke

Gwen Johnson
Roger Kolb
Deb Kristiansen
Ann Lee
Lon Olejniczak
George Ross
Judy Seiwald
Melanie Trainor

Grieving: 
• Harold Clark, on the death of his son, Russell 

Clark on Sunday, December 4
• Tami Myers, on the death of her mother, St. Mark’s 

partner, Judy Pratt, on Tuesday, December 6
• Jerry (JoAnn) Kriegel, on the death of Jerry’s brother, 

David Kriegel, on December 15 
• Hua Zhou (Jun Yang), on the recent death of her 

father in China
• Brandon Adams, on the death of his mother, Lu-

Jean, on December 19
• Bertha Garner, on the death of her brother, 

Charles Hildreth, on December 23

Praises:
• We rejoice in the birth of Tanner Thomas Freed,  

son of Mark and Kayla Freed, born on Sunday, 
December 4

Prayer Requests
from the past month

Join us for, Grace Anatomy based on the life of 
Abraham and Sarah. This is the first in our 
sermon series that will mark “500 Years of 
Grace” as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
Luther’s Reformation in 2017. 

Ephesians 2:4-9 

The Giving Tree
Thank you to all who graciously gave 
gifts to the Giving Tree event this 
year! Because of your generosity, 101 
children from Haiti, hundreds of local 
children, and numerous families and 
veterans within the Cedar Rapids area 
were blessed this Christmas. We so 

appreciate how St. Mark’s families open their hearts to those 
in need. Thanks again!

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ— by grace you have been 
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Pastor Steve’s Class
NEW Mission Course - “Move Across the Table!” 
Many of us have served meals at Mission of Hope, shared gifts 
through the Giving Tree or have worked through many other 
wonderful charitable organizations. But how can we take the 
next step to “Move Across the Table” and begin to walk with 
the materially poor? Pastor Steve will lead us in this special 
course that will use Biblical teaching, special guests, and video 
to help us learn how to begin to have an even deeper impact 
on the lives of the materially poor in our community and 
throughout the world. Our course begins on Sunday, January 
8th from 11:00 to noon in the Compass Room.

Pastor Steve’s 9:45 am class, will begin a new series 
centered on one of the truly great “grace” passages in all the 
world: Romans chapter 5! Starting January 8 in the Compass 
Room.



Christmas at St. Mark’s

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES
Would you like to join us for a week of adventure at Big Creek 
Missions in Bear Branch, Kentucky? St. Mark’s is planning a 
trip for the week of July 30-Aug. 5. Families and adults of any 
age are welcome to go. 

This is a great opportunity to share the love of Christ with the 
people of this community. There are three tracks to choose 
from – Children’s Ministry, Community Ministry or Construction 
Ministry – serve in the area that best fits you. Cost is $189/
person and includes room and board for the week. 

For more information or to sign up, contact the church office 
and talk to Marlys or Sarah, 319-447-0100. To learn more 
about Big Creek, visit their website: bigcreekmissions.com.

SHARE THE HARVESTMission Trip Opp-for Families and Adults
The next Share the Harvest meal packaging event, partnering with 
Meals from the Heartland, will be April 28-29, 2017. Mark your 
calendars!

We are inviting you to visit and “LIKE” us on our new Facebook 
page at facebook.com/ShareTheHarvestIowa. Follow us on 
Facebook for upcoming event announcements.



High School Ministry Update
December was a great month at The Edge. We completed our three-part Alpha series on Who is Jesus? And started 
our newest series, Flipped; which is about people whose lives were turned upside down when they met Jesus. 

We’ve come together over warm-up games (i.e. Bieber or Bible), and through laughter during “The Clip of The Week” - 
ask an ‘Edger’ about Shane Lee. Our small group times have been filled with great opportunities to share our thoughts 
on that night’s topic and pray for each other.

On the 21st we celebrated Jesus’ birthday with a great big party! Current High School students and many alumni came 
together for amazing food, fun games, Christmas Karaoke, and just to catch up and chill. See pics on opposite page 
(outlined in orange).

The excitement is growing over the trip to YWAM in Florida and now we have another great opportunity for High School 
students: Ignite 2017 - Youth Leadership Conference - This awesome conference on March 10-11, for current 
high school students, will have amazing faith-based, breakout sessions with topics like: Life Rocks, Successfully Nav-
igating the World of Dating, My Story of Faith, and more! Cost is just $49. For full details, grab a registration form from 
Café Ablaze. Turn in your registration form and deposit to Rod Felton by January 29. 

If you want to get updates on what’s going on with High School Ministry, be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter! @stmhsministry and www.facebook.com/stmhsmin/ 

Children’s Ministry Update
Christmas and New Year Break
We are taking a short break in Children’s Ministry for Christmas and New Year’s. Wednesday night Children’s 
Ministry will resume on January 4th. We will continue our study of the life of Jesus in Luke, chapter 4, with the 
message that Jesus loves everyone (not such a popular notion back then). Sunday Children’s Ministry will 
resume on January 8th with 3 weeks of lessons on God’s Grace and our response. We look forward to seeing 
everyone return in the new year!

Our Children Make a BIG Difference!
For 2 full years Children’s Ministry has supported Lili (pictured) through Compassion 
International. Lili lives in Jimma/Bossa Kito, Ethiopia and is 5 years old (she will turn 
6 on February 27th). Through a weekly offering collected from children attending on 
Wednesdays and Sundays over the last 2 years, we have provided Lili with a total of 
$985 in support! Sometimes kids might think that they are too small or their offering is 
too small to make a difference. But, look what kids can do when they work together! 
Because of their commitment to Lili, she has benefited from an education, healthcare 
when needed, supplements to keep her healthy, spiritual guidance and gospel 
messages, as well as recreational activities. We will continue to support Lili, pray for 
her, and write to her in 2017.

Will YOU Help Make a Difference?
We are in need of a few more co-leaders! We need someone to join Deann Dietz in 2nd grade and Jussara 
Hagen in preschool on Sunday mornings. For Wednesdays, we need someone to join Larissa Curl and Dave 
Passmore in 4th grade, and Elizabeth Johnson and Brandi McKenney in 2nd grade. Please contact Lynne 
Kendrick (lkendrick@faith-life.org) if you are interested in joining our fabulous team of leaders starting in 
January.



Middle School Ministry Update
Christmas Gift Night
On December 7 our middle school students and their small group leaders shopped for gifts for local children 
and teens in need of encouragement. Students selected gifts and enjoyed time together and blessing fellow 
guests at Target. One small group even bought a soda and candy bar for their cashier!  

As part of the evening, Kathie Oppedahl, a partner at St. Mark’s, shared how these gifts impact the lives of 
the young people receiving them. Kathie explained how, for many of these children and teens, these gifts 
are a blessing during difficult times. We placed these presents in gift bags and prayed for those who would 
receive them. Praise the Lord for another amazing Christmas Gift Night!

Check out these pictures from the night (outlined in green):

The Edge Ugly Sweater contest 
winners: (l-r) adult leader Rod Felton; 
students: Ana Stangler, Kaleb Wiebel, 
Austin Tone

The Edge: Lots of fun in 
our ugly sweaters and 
santa hats, playing the 
plastic wrap game!
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Church Office Hours
Monday—Friday  8:30 am—4:30 pm

Phone: 319-447-0100
Fax: 319-447-0600    www.faith-life.org

8300 C Avenue NE
Marion, IA 52302

Sunday 
worship
8:30 a.m.

Traditional
The majesty of  

liturgy, pipe organ, & 
choral music

9:45 a.m.
Celebration

Joyful  
contemporary  

worship

11:00 a.m.  
Impact

High-energy worship 
in a casual setting

What a great month for 
music! Here are just a few 
pictures from Bell Sunday, 
Christmas in Faith, and the 
Christmas Cantata, “Small, 
Dancing Light.”


