
 

 

 

 
 

Context for Advocacy 
 

The U.S. Census Bureau’s 2014 American Community Survey reports that the poverty rate in New 
Mexico is still among the highest in the nation, with about 20% of New Mexicans living below the Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL). The current FPL for a family of 3 is $20,160. Beyond the overall state poverty rate, the 
situation for New Mexico’s children is worse, with over 29% living in poverty. Additionally, more than 12% of 
New Mexico’s seniors live in poverty. The 2016 Kids Count Data Book reports that our state still ranks 49th in 
child well-being. 
 

The 2015 Map the Meal Gap report by Feeding America found that 17.3% of 
people living in our state are “food insecure,” which means they have had to make 
changes in the quality or quantity of their food due to limited income or they have cut back 
or skipped meals on a frequent basis. In other words, more than 17% of New Mexicans 
experience hunger. Even worse is the rate of New Mexico’s children who are experiencing 
hunger: 28%. 

 
 The National Low Income Housing Coalition’s “Out of Reach 2016” reports that a New Mexican, 

working at our statewide minimum wage of $7.50 (there are higher minimum wages in Albuquerque, Las 
Cruces & Santa Fe), would have to work 86 hours a week to be able to afford a two-bedroom apartment at the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Fair Market Rent of $835 per month. There are 
243,406 renter households in New Mexico, which is 32% of all households. 
 
 New Mexico has more high-cost small loan stores than fast food chain locations. With interest rates 
from 80%-2700%, they are devouring low-income borrowers' paychecks, welfare payments, assets, and even 
their jobs. 

   
Our state is in the midst of a severe revenue crisis. The state budget has been cut drastically over the 

past several years and more cuts are on the horizon. The recession hit New Mexico hard with state revenue 
crashing. Consequently, many essential and basic services have been cut. The tax cuts have been enacted 
since 2003 with the promise of bringing jobs to our state. Those tax cuts have made New Mexico overly 
dependent on revenue from oil and gas extraction, and now that the price of oil and gas has dropped, state 
revenue has plummeted. According to NM Voices for Children, about one-third of all new money has gone to 
tax cuts since 2013. 

 
In response to the needs of people living in poverty and with hunger in our state, Lutheran Advocacy 

Ministry-NM continues to focus our work primarily on public policies and programs that can have a positive 
impact on people living in poverty and experiencing hunger. These policies and programs have at least two 
major goals:   
   

 To address systemic issues that can prevent people living in poverty from earning a family-
sustaining income. Those issues can include tax policy, increasing the minimum wage, 
protecting workers’ rights and capping storefront loans. 
 

 To make various types of assistance available to people living in poverty to help meet basic 
living expenses. Adequate funding is required for basic assistance programs like Medicaid, 
affordable housing, nutrition assistance, and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, as well 
as child care assistance.  Programs must be administered in an efficient and fair manner. 
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2017 Advocacy Agenda Summary 
 
 
Affordable Housing & Homelessness 

 Support for the state Housing Trust Fund 
 

 Programs that assist people experiencing homelessness 
  
 
Family-Sustaining Income 

Policies & programs that assist people living in poverty to work toward family-sustaining income 
 

 Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 
 Quality early childhood programs & childcare assistance 
 Prevention of wage theft 
 Raising the state minimum wage with inflation adjustments 
 Regulation of predatory lending by enacting a 36% interest rate cap 
 Right of workers to organize & bargain collectively 

  
 
Health Care 

 Outreach & enrollment of those eligible for Medicaid or the NM Health Insurance Exchange 
 

 Creation of the mid-level profession of dental therapist to increase access to dental care 
  
 
Hunger 

 Protecting funding for the state SNAP supplement program & removing barriers to SNAP enrollment 
 

 Efforts to close New Mexico’s food gap & funding for food banks 
  
 
Tax Policy 

 Tax policy that is fair and provides stable, sustainable & adequate revenue to meet the needs of the our 
state, particularly the most vulnerable 

 

 Effective oversight & review of state tax credits, exemptions & incentives 
   
Criminal Justice 

 Ending solitary confinement for juveniles and people with serious mental illness in prisons, jails & 
detention centers; restricting the use of solitary confinement for the general population in prisons, jails 
and detention centers 
 

 Working against efforts to reinstate the death penalty 

 
 
 

Note: The LAM-NM Policy Committee may add issues as opportunities might arise. 
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