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Register Now for the 2018 Sawmill Professional Ministers Retreat! Rostered ministers and full-time church 
professionals from all three Ohio synods are invited to the Professional Ministers Retreat at Sawmill Creek 
Resort;  400 Sawmill Creek Dr., Huron, OH 44839; January 16-18, 2018. The final registration deadline is 
December 15, 2017. The theme is “Prayer.” Keynote presenter, the Rev. Brent Dahlseng, authored “Grounded in 
Prayer: A Small Group Training Guide in Congregational Prayer,” and serves as senior pastor at Grace Lutheran 
Church, Loves Park, Illinois. The Bible study presenter is Rachel Wrenn. An Old Testament Ph.D. candidate at 
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology, Wrenn is a contributing scholar/exegete for “Working 
Preacher,” has published Bible studies in the Augsburg Fortress “People of Faith” series, and was published in the 
Fall 2016 Word and World. Watch for registration information coming soon! 
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Please remember to let the Synod office know if your Unified job postings,  
equipment offers or requests, etc., have been filled! 

Unified Newsletter Changes.  The Unified newsletter has gone “electronic!” Paper copies are still being sent to 
congregations and individuals who request them; just contact the synod office and let us know you would like to 
receive paper copies.  We will continue to publish the Unified six times/year; submission deadlines will be 
announced in each issue.  The e-Unified is sent to all E-news subscribers, and published on the Synod’s web site, 
www.neos-elca.org. The weekly E-news will keep you updated with all the news, events and pertinent information 
in between Unifieds.  If you would like to begin receiving the E-news and our other electronic mailings you may 
sign-up on our website. Simply go to www.neos-elca.org and click on Unified Newsletter; from there click on Join 
Our Electronic Mailings to sign-up. If you have articles or notices to publish in the Unified, please contact Marilyn 
Matevia at the Synod office, mmatevia@neos-elca.org 
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There is still time to register for the 2018 LYO Winter Gathering! The Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO) 
2018 Winter Gathering takes place January 5-7, at the Holiday Inn, 6001 Rockside Road, Independence, OH 
44131. Early bird registration ($105) ends December 1; late registration ends December 31 ($115). This year’s 
theme is F.E.A.R.: Face Everything And Rise. See the flyer and registration form included with this issue of the 
Unified. 
 
Retired Clergy & Spouses Luncheon Rescheduled! The annual luncheon for retired clergy and their spouses, 
typically held during Advent, is being rescheduled to coincide with the Synod Assembly 2018. More information 
to follow! 
 
Catholic-Lutheran Advent 2017 Scripture Reflections. The Lutheran-Catholic Covenant Commission invites 
Catholics and Lutherans to use the Advent 2017 Scripture Reflections for personal or group prayer.  A copy-ready 
edition of this ecumenical resource is included with the inserts for this issue of the Unified.  NEOS Lutheran 
Churches outside the geographical boundaries of the Diocese of Youngstown are welcome to use this resource. 
 
Annual Commemoration Service for the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. The 2018 Commemoration Service for 
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. will take place January 14 at 3:30 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church, 16511 Hilliard 
Road, Lakewood, OH 44107. See the flyer included with this issue’s inserts for more details. 
 
Volunteer choir members are needed to participate in a synod-wide combined choir that will sing for this service. 
Four rehearsals will be held, however, singers need only attend two.  Rehearsals are as follows: 
 

Faith Lutheran Church    7:00 - 8:30 pm    November 27, 2017 
16511 Hilliard Rd., Lakewood, OH 44107 
 
Advent Evangelical Lutheran    6:30 – 8:00pm    December 28, 2017 & January 11, 2018 
15309 Harvard Ave., Cleveland, OH 44128 
 
Faith Lutheran Church    2:30 (one hour before the service) 

 
If your church is sending several singers (4 or 5) and wish the director to rehearse at your church, that can be 
arranged. This is a great opportunity to demonstrate our unity as churches of the NEOS and to promote a spirit of 
faith, hope, love and justice for all. We would love to have one or two people from your church to participate in 
this event.  If you have any questions about the service or would like to sing in the choir, please contact Thelma 
Williams at 330.995.2399 (home) or 216.401.8974 (cell). 
 
Allen digital church organ for sale. Advent Lutheran Church in Solon has a 1980 Allen digital church organ for 
sale. Although custom-built, it is similar to the Allen "Chancel" CF-10, two-manual AGO-standard console, 38 
stops, 10 general pistons, two memory levels, good working condition.  Dual-channel output, two amplifiers, two 
Allen speaker enclosures each with a 15" bass, a 5" mid-range and a high-frequency driver.  $3700 or best offer.  
Contact Music Director/Organist Alan Higbee to arrange to see and play the organ. Alanhigbee@roadrunner.com  
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https://www.trinitycamphill.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Daily_Lectionary-Year_B.pdf
https://www.trinitycamphill.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Daily_Lectionary-Year_B.pdf
http://www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-World-Hunger
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent/cycle-b/arts-and-faith-ash-wednesday-ii
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent/cycle-b/arts-and-faith-ash-wednesday-ii
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent/cycle-b/arts-and-faith-ash-wednesday-ii
https://www.gathermagazine.org/
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“Hatred paralyzes life;  

love releases it.  

Hatred confuses life;  

love harmonizes it.  

Hatred darkens life;  

love illuminates it.”  
 

- Martin Luther King Jr.,  

A Testament of Hope:  

The Essential Writings and Speeches 

Sponsored by  
Northeastern Ohio Synod of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the  
Cleveland Chapter of the  

African Descent Lutheran Association 

“Healing the Next Generation of Healers” 
 
 

Annual Commemoration Service for 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 
 

3:30 p.m. 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 
16511 Hilliard Road 

Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

 
 
 

Guest speaker The Rev. Dr. Bridget L Piqque 
 

The Reverend Dr. Bridget L Piqque is a leader and educator in the field of Pastoral Theology, Care & 
Counseling. Her focus and passion in ministry has been walking with leaders in the development of greater 
self-awareness and mental health. She is an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and serves as Director of Spiritual Health at Emory University Hospital Midtown. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/23924.Martin_Luther_King_Jr_
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037
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