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VBS 2017 



Before and After 

 
It seems that our life is often divided into before and after.  Before I graduated school and after. Before 

I met my partner and after.  Before I retired and after. Before I moved and after. Before I had children 

and after.  Before our loved one passed away and after. 

 

Sometimes we find that the before was the more difficult part and the after flows smoothly, like when 

we meet someone with whom we can share our life, or when we change jobs and find one that fits us 

better. Other times it is the opposite, where the after is the more difficult journey, like when we lose a 

loved one and learn to live life in their absence. And sometimes the before or after isn’t easier or  

harder, just different. 

 

In these past weeks I’ve been living in the ever after. From here on out I will always be a mom to Tho-

mas.  I will never be the same. My life will never be the same. Before, I was one way. Now, in the after, 

I’m figuring out how to be the new me.  Gone are the days of being able to plan everything down to the 

minute.  Gone are the days of uninterrupted dinners with David. Gone are the days of being able to 

simply up and go anywhere without a bag full of necessary items, oh and another human. Now are the 

days of smiles and giggles and coos and snuggles. Now are the days of dreams of a life unfolding. Some 

days the before seems like the easy time.  And other days the after feels like the easy, or at least more 

full and rich time.  But always, the before and after. Always the realization that life is now  

different. 

 

In the church year, which we mark by seasons such as Easter, Advent, Christmas, we now find  

ourselves in the Time After Pentecost. It is the long long after.  After Jesus came to be with us. After 

the cross of Good Friday and the joy of Easter. After Jesus ascended into heaven. After the Holy Spirit 

descended on the new Christians. This season began in June and will go all the way until the end of  

November when we begin Advent. Weeks and weeks of celebrating the “After” each Sunday.  

 

It seems appropriate that this season extends for so long, for we in our Christians discipleship are  

always living in the after. We are always on that journey of what to do in the aftermath of the life 

changing, world changing event of the life of Christ, the journey that began so long ago. We live in the 

after, always seeking to understand and live how we are different, how Christ has changed us and the 
world. It is not always an easy journey, for it requires much of us, sometimes things that make us  

uncomfortable.  And, in other ways, it is the easy part, the part where we walk into each day aware of 

God’s overwhelming love, love that died for us, that rose for us, that gives us life, and that walks with 

us in the power of the Holy Spirit. Life is easier  or more difficult, but always we are different because 

of Christ. As we live in this season after in these months ahead, God is with us and we are forever 

changed.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Christie 
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To thank you for the kindness that you took the time to show, and to 

tell you that it meant much more than you will ever know!  

Thank you for the beautiful Anniversary flowers.  It was very 

thoughtful. 

Leslie & Mark Goldberg 
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It’s a Refugee Resettlement Summerfest 
By Deacon Dave  

 

I had many ideas about what seminary was going to be like.  Books, spiritual insights, grand theological 
discussions, profound personal retreats, and more books had to be what seminary would be about.  It 

was, but one of the things that surprised me most were the friendships I made while I was there.   

Other seminarians and scholars were great conversation partners, but in the first week I applied to 

work in the Language Lab, a $10 and hour, two hour a week job that has defined my ministry much 

more than most of my classes.   
 

Our official job was to proof read international student’s papers, but our unofficial job was to have  

conversations and form friendships with international students.  My first year I worked with a visiting 

Turkish scholar studying Christian-Muslim dialogue.  In the course of three weeks I moved from a small 

town in Ohio to forming a friendship with a Muslim, also a long way from home.  Our respect for each 

other grew with our friendship and eventually the two of us took a January class together at a  

monastery in Iowa.  My friend introduced me to friends and fed me many wonderful meals.  I developed 

a reputation for being a great language partner.  Several of the other Turkish scholars living in the 

apartment building, studying to be doctors certified in the United States, contracted me to meet with 

them once a week and play act symptoms and illnesses that they could practice diagnosing.  I would 

have colon cancer, pneumonia, and a heart attack all in one day.  The doctors and I would talk about 

patient rapport, technical terms, and American idioms.  One of my proudest achievements was my 

100% success rating on getting doctors certified in their language proficiency exams.   
 

I tell you all that because those friendships and experiences are ultimately what compelled me to  

encourage a Refugee Resettlement Ministry at St. Mark and in the Northwest Suburbs.  My theological 
and political beliefs aside, the friendships I’ve formed with Muslims, visiting scholars, and second  

generation immigrants are what have motivated me to share that experience with you.  It is such a  

profound experience to get to know someone from a different culture and faith, an experience that 

speaks to the diversity and beauty of God and the ways God creates community in the most unlikely of 

places. 
 

As we get ready for another year of refugee ministry we are kicking off the year Saturday, August 19th 

at 3PM, at Lutheran Church of Martha and Mary where St. Mark members along with the rest of the 

refugee resettlement team are hosting an afternoon of fun.  The Alnajar family, the Syrian family we 

helped resettle last year, and advocates from Refugee One are joining us for a cook out, conversation, 
games, face painting, and a chance to celebrate the friendships and partnerships we have formed over 

the last year.  We are inviting individuals and families to RSVP for the event and bring a salad, side dish, 

or dessert of their choice.  Beverages and grilled chicken will be provided.   
 

I lift up the event because it will be a unique opportunity to meet colleagues in ministry from Lutheran 

Church of Martha and Mary, Grace Lutheran Church, and the Turkish American Society of Chicago.  In 

these days of division, fear, unkindness, and uncertainty, this Saturday afternoon will be a time of friend-

ship, hope, and progress.  Many of the members of the Turkish American Society of Chicago, promi-

nent members of the Northwest Suburbs, are also Muslims.  You will not find kinder, more articulate, 

patriotic, and civic minded Americans and visiting professionals anywhere.   
 

Summerfest will be a great day to deepen friendship and make new friends that will change your life.  
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Thoughts from the Loft 

“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

in a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

and drives away all fear.” (ELW #620, vs. 1) 

 

Listening to music can be a very soothing experience.  Especially on a hot summer day, listening to  

music that soothes the soul, can help one get through the day.  The text above is from one of my  

favorite hymns.  It seems to me that when I play it, my fear is driven away too!  So let your soul be 

soothed and soared as you listen to music this summer! 
 

Blessings, 

Tim 

 

 

The King’s Players Present 

MARY POPPINS 
 

Performances: 

July 21, 22, 23, 28, 29 and 30 
 

at Rolling Meadows High School  

Theatre 

 

Tickets on sale now at thekingsplayers.org or in the narthex on  

Sunday July 2nd & 9th 

 

 

Join us for a “A Practically Perfect Tea with 

Mary Poppins”  
Sunday, July, 23 @ 11:30 a.m.  •  Tickets $10  

Email Jennifer at konjen@yahoo.com to  

reserve a seat  
 

Note - show tickets can be purchased online, but the tickets for the tea have to be 

purchased through Jen Konstantinou. 

mailto:konjen@yahoo.com
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July – No quilting! 
 

Thursday thru Sunday, July 13-16 
WELCA Triennial Gathering 

Minneapolis, MN 
 

Wed. & Tues. August 16 & 22      9:30 am  
LWR quilting 

2nd floor, Education wing 

  

Monthly Quilting 
 

There will be NO quilting in 
July because of the heat  

upstairs, but we will resume on  
Wednesday, August 16th & 

Tuesday, August 22nd  

 

 
 
 

WELCA Triennial Gathering 
“All Anew” 

 

 The 10th triennial churchwide women’s 
gathering is taking place at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center in Minneapolis, MN from 
Thursday through Sunday, July 13-16. Check 
out welcatg.org to see all the interesting 
things that will be happening there! 

 
Coming Soon! 

Start watching for those school supply sales 
as we prepare to 
begin collecting 
items for the  

Lutheran World  
Relief school and 

health kits! 

 

Tastefully Simple Fundraiser 

Thank you to all who continue to support the 

Youth through this fundraiser. We plan to  

continue this fundraising effort into 2018 to help 
with expenses for the upcoming Youth Gathering 

in Houston, as well as other Youth trips in the  

future.  We are taking the month of July off from 

tasting but you can continue to check out products 

online and place your orders there. 

Simply go to: tastefullysimple.com/web/mciske, 

shop, then choose St Mark (St M) 

as the host at check out.  SIMPLE!!   

Please keep Adam & Emily Mockenhaupt and  

Emily Fleming in your prayers as they participate 

in this great opportunity. They will share their 

experiences with us later this summer.  

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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Join The King’s Players for upcoming fundraising events: 

 
Thursday, July 6 at Capannari’s  
10 S. Pine St., Mt. Prospect 

7:00 pm to close 
 

 
 

Sunday, July 9 at Golden Brunch 
31 E. Golf Rd., Arlington Heights 

7:00 am—4:00 pm 

 

 

Thursday, July 20 at Potbelly Sandwich Shop 
1402 Golf Rd., Rolling Meadows 

5:00—8:00 pm 

 

A portion of all sales goes backs to The King’s Players 

SUMMER BARBEQUES ARE BACK!! 

Sunday, July 9 on the Center Lawn 
(or inside, in case of rain or heat) 

 

The Fellowship Committee is again hosting lunch once-a-month following  

10 am worship.  Join us on July 9th.  A free will offering will be collected to help cover 

expenses. Come by for food, fun and fellowship!! 

 

Future BBQ dates:  August 13 and September 10 



Page 9 Volume 56, Issue 7 

Stewardship of Daily 

Life Report 
Remember to share your life  

experiences by making a note on 

the blue pew card. One side is to 

indicate that you are an  

electronic giver; the other side is 

for anyone to use to share an 

experience where they were able 

to be of help to someone during 

the week, or where they  

experienced the generosity of 

someone else. These stories help 

our faith come alive, and are a gift 

to the spiritual family.  
Pr. Carl Anderson   

There will be  

NO Craft Connection in July. 
 

Join us again in August 

August 18 at 7 pm  

In the Great Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Join the Parade! 

Help Feed the Hungry! 
 

St. Mark/St. Raymond Ecumenical Ministry is 

again coordinating the Shopping Cart Brigade for 

the Mt. Prospect 4th of July Parade. Come push a 

cart or walk along collecting food items/cash for 

the MP Food Pantry. There will be a short shop-

ping card brigade rehearsal on July 3 around 6:45 

pm in the St. Mark parking lot. Parade line-up on 

July 4: 11:15-11:30am at St. Mark for cart pushers 

to pick up carts & decorate; 12:00 pm for line-up 

at #39 (near the corner of Prospect Ave. & 

School St.). We still need helpers to load carts at 

Mariano’s AH at 6 pm on July 3. Also after the 

parade on July 4. Boxes, shopping bags, laundry 

baskets are also needed to store collected food 

along the route. 

 

Please contact Pat Lenius at: 

patlenius@yahoo.com or call/text 847-848-0931 

if you would like to push a cart in the parade or 

help out in any way. 

  

Extra  

Vegetables in 

your Garden? 
Please feel free to 

donate any extra 

vegetables from 

your garden that 

you can’t eat. We 

will preserve items for PADs next fall. 

Contact Deacon Dave with questions or 

to drop off items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed on  

Monday, July 3rd & 

Tuesday, July 4th 
In observance of Independence Day 
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ELCA World Hunger Appeal 
 

The Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA at its annual assembly in 2016 passed 

a resolution that challenges the congregations of the Synod to raise one million  

dollars for the ELCA World Hunger program, which is part of the larger campaign 

for the ELCA to raise $198 million over a five-year period beginning in 2014.  As of 

April 30, 2017, $120 million has been given or pledged to this effort.  A major part 

of this campaign is for expanded work in the areas of hunger and poverty.  $130 

million of the overall goal is for World Hunger ($115m) and $15m has been for the 

Malaria campaign which is now complete as the goal was reached and exceeded.  

Other areas of funding are for congregations ($16m), Leadership ($19m), and  

Global Church ($33m). 

 

The ELCA has a long history of working for hunger eradication, addressing root causes of poverty,  

disaster relief and advocacy for the poor.  We recognize that the efforts of churches and other non-

government organizations cannot do this alone.  Addressing world hunger and poverty and providing 

major disaster relief needs the efforts of NGOs and government working together.  Individual churches 

pool their efforts to be more efficient and effective.  Money given to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal 

is used in cooperative work with Lutheran World Relief, the Lutheran World Federation, and many 

other agencies of the ActAlliance, a cooperative effort of 145 Christian church bodies throughout the 

world. 

 

Our synodical goal of $1 million by October 31, 2017 is a challenge for us to give special attention to 

this area of ministry. As of April 30, 2017, $627,656 has been raised. St. Mark has already donated 

some money through special gifts to this fund, but we haven’t made a special effort to highlight the op-

portunity to be part of this major ministry.  The stewardship team has recommended to the Council 

that we designate Sunday, July 9 as a special focus for the World Hunger Appeal.  We will have a spe-

cial bulletin insert that highlights the ELCA appeal.  We will hear from our bishop, Wayne Miller 

through a special video.  

 

We hope you are inspired by the excellent work our church does through our agencies: LWR, ELCA 

Disaster Relief and so many others in its cooperative efforts.  We can be proud of how efficiently our 

money is used and how effective its many programs are in providing relief and help for those in need.  I 

invite you to dig into more information on this through the synod and national church websites 

(www.mcselca.org; www.elca.org).  They have a lot of information with many stories that will inspire 

you and make you proud of our church. 

 

We invite you to make a special offering designated as “world hunger appeal” so we can send a strong 

message to our synod and our church that St. Mark has heard and responded to this challenge.  If you 

are not able to be present on July 9, you can give your special offering at any time, or call the church 

office. Together we will make a difference!  
 

Pr. Carl Anderson for the Stewardship Team 
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2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

6:30 pm Nibblers 

2 
8 am Worship 
10 am Worship 
1 pm TKP Rehearsal 
 

3 
OFFICE CLOSED 
7 pm TKP Rehearsal 

4 
Independence Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
11:30am Decorate Carts 
12pm Parade Line-up 

5 
9 am Volleyball 
7 pm TKP Rehearsal 
 

6 
7 pm TKP Night at 
Capannari”s 
 

7 
 

8 
11 am McCracken 
(Hetland) Memorial 
Service &  Luncheon 
 

9 

8 am Worship 
10 am Worship 
7 am—4 pm 
TKP Golden Brunch 
Fundraiser 
11:15 am  Summer BBQ 
1 pm TKP Rehearsal 

10 
 1:00 pm Book Club 
6:30 pm Summer Suppers 
  

  

11 
11 am Private Event 
4:30 pm Basketball 
5:30 pm Basketball 
 
 

  
  

12 
9 am Volleyball 
4:30 pm Basketball 
5:30 pm Basketball 
 

13 
WELCA Triennial 
Gathering Begins in MN 
5:30 pm Basketball 
 

 

14 
 

15 
 4 pm TKP Cast  
Worship & Potluck 

16 
8 am Worship 
10 am Worship  
WELCA Triennial  
Gathering  Ends in MN 

17 
 

18 
4:30 pm Basketball 
5:30 pm Basketball 
 

19 
9 am Volleyball 
12 pm Basketball 
4:30 pm Basketball 
5:30 pm Basketball 
 

20 
5-8pm TKP Potbelly 
Fundraiser 
5:30 pm Basketball 
 

 
 

21 
7:30 pm TKP Performance 
of Mary Poppins at RMHS 

22 
7:30 pm TKP  
Performance of Mary 
Poppins at RMHS 

23 
8 am Worship 
10 am Worship  
11:30 am Practically 
Perfect Tea with Mary 
Poppins 
1:30 pm TKP  
Performance of Mary 
Poppins at RMHS 
 

 
 

24 
Leadership Lab Begins 
at Augustana College 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 
4:30 pm Basketball 
5:30 pm Basketball 

 

26 
9 am Volleyball 
4:30 pm Basketball 
5:30 pm Basketball 
 

27 
5:30 pm Basketball 

28 
7:30 pm TKP Performance 
of Mary Poppins at RMHS 

29 
Leadership Lab Ends 
At Augustana College 
7:30 pm TKP  
Performance of Mary 
Poppins at RMHS 

30 
8 am Worship 
10 am Worship  
1:30 pm TKP  
Performance of Mary 
Poppins at RMHS 

31 
 

 
    



St. Mark Lutheran Church 

847/253-0631 

Fax:  847/253-5387 

Email:  stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org 

Web: stmarkmp.org 
 

Staff  

Pastor    Rev. Christie Webb cwebb@stmarkmp.org 

Music Director   Timothy Spelbring tspelbring@stmarkmp.org 

Parish Administrator  Nancy Hundley  nhundley@stmarkmp.org 

Office Administrator   Jill Galyon  jgalyon@stmarkmp.org 

Youth & Family Ministry  Deacon David Webb dwebb@stmarkmp.org 
 

Sunday Worship 

Chapel Service:   8 am   Worship Service:  10 am 
 

Wednesday Youth Christian Education (Sept. – May) 

WOW (3 yrs through 5th grade)     FaithWalk (Confirmation 6-8th grade) 

4:30-6:00 pm                                 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

Wednesday Adult Christian Education 

Bible Study   11:00 am 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday  8:30 am – 4:30 pm  Friday 8:30 am – 12 pm noon 

 

St. Mark Preschool & Enrichment Center 

847/873-1110 

Web:  stmarkpreschoolcares.org 
 

Preschool Director  Barb Zediker  bzediker@stmarkmp.org 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

200 South Wille Street 
Mount Prospect, Illinois 

60056-3121 

 

July 2017 

The mission statement of the people of St. Mark: 

To nourish God’s people in Body, Mind and Spirit. 

2017-18 Church  

Council 

 

Carol Floros, President 

Mike LoRusso, VP 

Sharon Blazek, Secretary 

Jeanne Kueter, Treasurer 

 

Barb Bloomquist 

Paul Brask 

Gina Dahlgren 

Tom Ernst 

Bob Fehling 

Kathie Hetland 

Jan Scott 

Peter Velic 

 


