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CALL FOR MINI-GRANT PROPOSALS
TEAM for West Virginia Children is pleased to offer 2017 Strengthening Families Mini-Grants. Grants of up to
$5,000 each will be awarded for at least four organizations or community partnerships in West Virginia to
intentionally broaden, deepen and/or sustain strategies to prevent child abuse, improve family well-being and
foster healthy child development using the Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework.

-----Letter of Intent to apply is due no later than Thursday, December 22, 2016-----
-----Full Application Packet is due no later than Wednesday, January 18, 2017-----

Grant Period:
The funding term per grant is 8 months: February1 through September 30, 2017

Background
Families gain what they need to be successful when these key protective factors are robust in their lives and
communities:
 Parental resilience
 Social connections
 Knowledge of parenting & child development
 Concrete support in times of need
 Social and emotional competence

The Center for the Study of Social Policy (CSSP) introduced the Strengthening Families Initiative and Protective
Factors Framework™ in 2003 as a research informed, strengths-based initiative for promoting optimal child
development and reducing the likelihood of child abuse and neglect. Since 2007, a variety of West Virginia
programs that serve children and families have applied the Strengthening Families approach to their program
efforts and interactions with children and families using existing resources and staff. (Learn more about West
Virginia’s Strengthening Families efforts at http://www.strengtheningfamilieswv.org.)

Purpose
The purpose of this grant opportunity is to support innovative local projects that build protective factors among
families of young children (infants to age 8). Proposals may be submitted in two categories:

 Category A: Projects that engage new partners and/or take a “place-based” approach - those that seek to
leverage resources in the community and bring together partners from multiple sectors (early childhood,
businesses, faith based, schools, health providers, early intervention, child welfare, mental health, etc.) that
touch the lives of children and families – working toward a common purpose that strategically strengthens the
presence of Protective Factors in families, in one or more cities, counties or localities.

 Category B: Projects that take a “program-based approach” - those that seek modest funding to
strategically build upon “everyday actions” under a single program or organization that increase the presence
of Protective Factors in families with young children, whether it be center/school-based, family child care,
home visiting, or community-based programs such as family resource centers.

http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengtheningfamilies
http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengtheningfamilies
 http:/www.strengtheningfamilieswv.org
 http:/www.strengtheningfamilieswv.org
http://www.strengtheningfamilieswv.org
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Funding Acknowledgment:
This funding is provided with support from the West Virginia Office of Maternal, Child and Family Health through
combined funding from the following federal sources: Project LAUNCH, Home Visitation Expansion Grant, and
Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Grant.

Eligibility
 Applicants must be located in West Virginia and provide services to residents of West Virginia.
 Mini Grants are available to community-based organizations, public or private non-profit or faith-based

organizations, or government agencies (such as, schools or health departments) in West Virginia.
 Applicants should identify a grant leadership team representing management, direct care staff and

parents/caregivers that will work collaboratively to plan and implement the project goals.
 Grant leadership teams MUST include at least one family representative from the population served.
 Grant leadership team members are required to complete approved Strengthening Families training prior to or

during the grant cycle. This can include at least one of the following training opportunities:
 Strengthening Families Made SIMPLE face-to-face training workshop (2011, 2012, 2013, 2014).
 Completion of at least 3 online or in-person training modules from Bringing The Protective Factors

Framework To Life In Your Work – A Resource For Action Online Training from the National Alliance
of Children’s Trust & Prevention Funds

 Strengthening Families WV: Strong Roots and Good Soil regional workshop (2015-16)
 Strengthening Families WV Protective FactorsWorkshops (2015-16)

 Grant leadership team agrees to participate in a 2-hour, in-person technical assistance session with the
Strengthening Families WV Project Coordinator, to be scheduled within the first two months of the grant cycle.

STRENGTHENING FAMILIESTM LOGIC MODEL:

http://ctfalliance.org/onlinetraining.htm
http://ctfalliance.org/onlinetraining.htm
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REQUEST FOR 2017 PROPOSALS - A TWO-STEP PROCESS

Letter of Intent - Due no later than 11:59 p.m. on December 22, 2016

Before we receive the full grant proposal for funding, we need to receive a one-page Letter of
Intent on organizational letterhead that briefly describes your intended proposal and provides
some basic information on your organization or program. (A copy-and-paste letter template is
provided on the next page).

The letter of intent need not be in great detail and does not need to specify a monetary
amount. It will help Strengthening Families WV better plan for the proposal review
process.

Please send the letter by e-mail before midnight on Thursday, December 22. We will
confirm by email when we have received your letter; if you do not receive a confirmation
email within 2 business days, please call (304) 736-4366 to inquire.

Full Proposal Packet - Due no later than 11:59 p.m. on January 18, 2017

Within one week of receiving your letter of intent, and no later than December 23, 2016, the
SFWV Project Coordinator will send each intended applicant the full RFP packet by email. The
packet document will contain:

 Application Cover Sheet
 Strengthening Families WV Brief Survey
 Questions for Proposal Narrative (maximum 5 pages)
 Mini-Grant Leadership Team Contact Sheet
 Action Plan Worksheet
 Budget Worksheet

Once the letter of intent is received, the Strengthening Families Project Coordinator will send
helpful planning tools and can address any questions applicants may have in preparing their
proposals.

Email all application materials to: info@strengtheningfamilieswv.org

For more information, contact: Jeanette Rowsey
Strengthening Families WV Project Coordinator

info@strengtheningfamilieswv.org
304-736-4366

mailto:info@strengtheningfamilieswv.org
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Letter of Intent Template:

(Your Organizational Letterhead)

Date

Jeanette Rowsey, Project Coordinator
Strengthening Families West Virginia
info@strengtheningfamilieswv.org

Dear Ms. Rowsey:

(Organization name) seeks to apply for a 2017 Strengthening Families mini-grant for support of an
innovative eight-month (specify: placed-based OR program-based) project to build protective
factors among the families served in (county, city or locality OR program name).

Our organization, established in (year), is serving the (geographical) community in (list) county(ies)
with the following services: (list)

The project for which we request funds will make a difference in the lives of (such and such clientele)
by increasing the Strengthening Families Protective Factors in the following way: (insert one or two
sentence-narrative of plan).

(If Category A/placed-based (multiple partner) project) We plan to partner with the following
organizations to strengthen the presence of Protective Factors community-wide: (List all
organizational partners).

(If Category B/program-based project) Our program can best be described as one that offers
(school/center based OR family child care OR home visiting OR community-based) services
to families of young children.

We will submit a full proposal with additional information no later than January 18, 2017 for full
review. I understand we will receive the application packet by (one week from sending the letter of
intent).

Sincerely,

Lead Contact Name, Title
Address
Phone Number
E-mail Address


