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Read the Bible
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Give of my time, talents and resources

A New Day for God’s Beloved
I’m delighted to share the good news that at our special congregational meeting on November 18 th we
voted overwhelming in favor of moving ahead with a major capital campaign in 2019. The vote was 98 in
favor and 14 against. The kick-off for our “New Day” campaign will be the weekend of February 8-10, 2019.
Between now and then we have much to do to prepare for the campaign. We are recruiting leadership
teams to lead different dimensions of the campaign: Spiritual Life, Lead/Advance Gifts, Events, Communications, Youth and Family, Administration, and Worship. Please prayerful consider serving on one of these
teams. I believe that our capital campaign will serve as a catalyst for our continued growth in Christ – as
beloved children of God; as part of God’s beloved community; and in caring for God’s beloved community.
Giving generously is one way that we become who we are in Christ.

Advent and Christmas Services

2018 ADVENT/CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
SERVICE SCHEDULE
Dec. 2nd – 8:15 & 10:45 am Worship; Lessons & Carols
Dec. 9th – 8:15 & 10:45 am Worship
Dec. 16th – 8:15 & 10:45 am Worship; Sunday School
Christmas Program at both services
Dec. 23rd—8:15 & 10:45 am Worship (no educ. hour)
Dec. 24th – 3:00, 5:00 & 10:00 pm Worship
Dec. 30th –8:15 & 10:45 am Worship (no educ. hour)
January 6th – 8:15 & 10:45 am Worship (education hour
resumes)

January 27, 2019 - 9:30 a.m.
All members are encouraged to come and
be a part of the decision-making
process of Light of Christ
Lutheran Church.

NEW MEMBERS to be received on February 3, 2019
On Sunday, February 3, 2019 we will welcome new members. A Discover Light
of Christ session will be held for new members, or for those exploring the
possibility of membership, on Sunday, January 6 at 4:00 pm in the
fellowship hall. Anyone interested in joining is invited to contact the church
office at 763-972-2400 or lochrist@frontiernet.net.

Advent is here, and Christmas is just around the corner. Once again, we have special services planned
throughout the season. On December 2nd we will have our Service of Lessons and Carols. We will sing and
play many of the classic Christmas carols. The service will include our adult, youth, and children’s choirs as
well as piano, marimba, guitar and flute. Come and sing the music of your heart. On December 9 th the
Praise Team will lead us in classic and contemporary Christmas carols and music. Then on December 16 th we
will have our annual Christmas program featuring our Sunday School children. The theme of this year’s
program is The Christmas Story and it promises to be a joyful morning. On Christmas Eve we will have three
Candlelight Services – at 3:00 PM, 5:00 PM and 10:00 PM.

Giving More Like Jesus
I want to thank everyone who has given so faithfully throughout 2018. Through the end of October
(the most recent financial report as of this writing) our financial contributions were almost identical to
October 2017 – right around $367,000. This has allowed us to bring on new staff, launch some new
programs, and make some much needed building upgrades and repairs. Thank you! At the same time, we
need to stretch between now and the end of the year. We set a goal at the beginning of the year of
increasing our financial support to our mission and ministry by about $25,000 for 2018, an increase of
around 5%. I’d love to see us meet, and surpass, that goal and end the year on a high note. So, if you
haven’t yet given all that you planned and promised to give for 2018 please do so now in December. And if
you can also give an additional gift, above and beyond your regular giving, please do so as well. Above all,
give as generously as you can, in grateful response to the gift of our Lord Jesus, who came into our world at
Bethlehem and gave himself for us and for our salvation.
Grace and peace this Advent season,
BK

If you need to change your
Simply Giving contribution
amount due to your 2019
pledge, please log in to your
MyVanco account or contact
Terri in the church office to
make the change. Your pledge
card does not authorize the
church to make these changes.

How Camp Messed Me Up for God (Kirsten Kelly, Director of Children, Youth & Family)
Last week I was changing Drew’s diaper and I found myself singing this song:

DECK THE HALLS

December 2nd
Music will fill the sanctuary on December
2nd for our annual worship services of
Lessons and Carols. It will be a musical
feast praising our Lord, as we begin the
season of Advent. From beautiful voices,
piano duets, and instrumentals – we invite
you to be part of this glorious day.

The Worship and Music
Committee welcomes all
those who would like to
help make our church
festive and bright for the Advent
Season. PLEASE JOIN US TO DECORATE
on Saturday, December 1st, 10am-12pm.
All ages invited—we would love entire
families to join us in making our church
reflect the joy of the season.

SISTERS OF LOC DECEMBER EVENT
Back by popular demand.
We will have our annual
Christmas cookie
exchange on Tuesday,
December 11th from 7:009:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall at LOC.
Bring 3 dozen cookies with a copy of your
recipe/name on it. We will make a book of all
the Christmas cookie recipes to be given out
to all who attend. If you can bring extra
cookies, we will sample them as our dessert
for the evening! Don't forget to wear fun
Holiday attire: red, green, or your favorite
Xmas sweater!
Please RSVP by Friday, December 7th with
what cookies you will bring to Jennifer Grant
at 612-226-8181(call or text) or
sunshine41@frontiernet.net.

SAVE THE DATE FOR HOLIDAY
CHEER, Sunday, December 9th
Come celebrate the holiday season
with other members (21 & over) of
Light of Christ for an evening of Carols
& Beers on Sunday, December 9th at Pig
on the Porch in Loretto! The evening
starts with dinner at 6:00 p.m. with
Pastor Bruce leading us in a night of
singing, starting at 7:15 p.m. Please
RSVP to Jennifer Grant (612-226-8181 or
sunshine41@frontiernet.net) by
November 30th. Pig on the Porch will
have a customized menu for us and all
kinds of drinks. Everyone is responsible
for their own tab. See you on the 9th!

“Once when I was praying, I heard him saying, I love you, I love you! Once when he was dying, I
heard him crying, I love you, I love you! People all over the world are opening up and turning
around and they’re saying I love you (repeat 12 times). L-O-V-E love is forever, love is forever, love is
forever, love is for everyone.”
I often sing songs to the kids throughout the day to make them laugh or give instructions in a silly
way. But after singing this song, it struck me that it was not one that I had learned as a camp
counselor in my 20’s (at Green Lake Bible Camp in Spicer, MN)… or one that I had sung with kids
that I brought to camp Wapo (in Amery, WI) while I had been working in ministry over the last 20
years. And it’s not a song that I had heard recently on the radio. I would guess most of you have
never even heard of it before… if you have, I’d be curious to talk to you about it! The realization hit
me: this was a song I had learned when I was in elementary school in the 80’s when I went to
Shetek Lutheran Bible Camp in Slayton, MN.
Now I know that I’m not that old, but I am 40, and the fact that I was singing a song to my sevenmonth-old in 2018 that I had learned when I was growing up and hadn’t sung for years (in any
formal setting) made me realize that camp really is a part of who I am. It has shaped me…
impacted me in such a way that it is woven into the tapestry of my life and still showing up in small
ways over 30 years later. It is even impacting how I raise my own children today! The songs, the
Bible stories of grace and love, the care shown by the counselors, the Bible verses I memorized, the
skits and wacky ADE’s (After Dinner Entertainment)… all some of my greatest memories from
childhood and things that truly set a course for my life. I honestly believe that it helped make me
who I am today; coupled foremost with the incredible presence and guidance of my parents (who
also brought us to Family Camp at Outlaw Ranch in South Dakota). Camp also planted the seeds of
ministry in me… even though it wouldn’t be until later in college that I would finally give in to that
calling and decide to pursue a career in ministry. Yes, camp had “messed me up” for God!
So I ask you… is sending your kids to camp worth it? I say, without a doubt… YES, YES, YES! If you
have never considered having your child attend Bible camp, I’d strongly encourage you to explore
it! The longer you wait, the harder it gets. Camp is often harder on parents (kids being away) than it
is on kids! Talk to our staff or other families/kids that have gone to camp to hear about their
experience. I know summer seems like forever away, but it’ll be here before we know it and soon
we’ll be heading to camp! This next summer, we have decided to bring Light of Christ kids to Lake
Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp in Amery, WI for the first time. It was a tough decision but we are
excited about this new opportunity and to grow the camp ministry at Light of Christ! David and I
both have a huge passion for camp ministry and are so eager to share camp with all of the kids at
church!
Kids currently in 1st – 3rd grade can attend SEEDS camp at Wapo – a weekend where kids have their
first, short exposure to camp. Light of Christ has reserved spaces the weekend of June 21-23. Once
kids have completed grades 4-12, they can attend a full week of camp, which we have reserved
spaces the week of June 23-28. Our staff will be at camp during the entire time that our kids are
there… to support and love them, make sure they have a good experience, grow in faith together
and get to know them in a way that only happens at camp.
(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)

So, we hope you will consider sending your child/ren to Wapo this summer! If finances are ever an
obstacle, please talk to one of our staff… we want every child to be able to attend! Registration
opens online beginning January 15 and we have a limited number of spots reserved for our church
through March 15. After that time, all spaces open up to the public, so we encourage you to plan
ahead and register early! Wapo does fill quickly once it opens up! Here is your chance to invest in your
child’s future and make a life-long impact on their faith… See you at camp!
Save the Date!
On Sunday, April 14, 2019 at 4 pm, come to experience an afternoon of food, fellowship and camp
stories! Share your story, hear the stories of Light of Christ staff and staff from Wapo… and catch the
vision for camp ministry and passion to share camp with all Light of Christ kids! Our goal is to start a
“Camp Foundation” which will provide scholarships for all kids that attend camp through Light of
Christ. We’d like to provide $100/child that attends week-long camp and $50/child that attends the
weekend Seeds camp. Help us to get this fund started and impact many lives for God’s glory! If you’d
like to help coordinate the meal for this event, please talk to Kirsten. Hope to see you there!

YOUTH NEWS
COMING IN 2019!
Beginning in January, some exciting opportunities and changes are coming to Light of Christ for its high
school youth and families... We invite you to join David for these great opportunities!
• High School Fellowship (HSF): From January-May, HSF will be going on the road! For the remainder
of this school year, instead of meeting at church on Wednesdays at 8 pm, HSF will take place in
various homes. High school families in the congregation will be invited to host a get-together with
other youth and parents that they know in order to allow David to get to know families better. To
sign up to host a meeting or to attend a gathering, please contact David or go to our website
(www.lightofchristlutheran.com) to find the sign-up link. If Wednesdays don't work for your
family, please contact David and another time can be arranged.
• Sunday Morning Fellowship: David will also be holding a space for Grades 9-12 to come and hang
out on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:30 in the Youth Room! Come for fellowship, some great faith
discussion, and donuts! This time is meant for youth to come and be themselves and learn more
about their individual faith lives. All are welcome!

CHILDREN’S NOTES
Light of Christ’s annual Christmas Program will be on
Sunday, December 16th at both services. Cast will attend both services but
all other Sunday School children may choose one service to attend and sing at.
ALL children (grades 1-6) are asked to attend 2 important rehearsals on
December 5th and 12th from 6:30 - 7:30 pm. Preschool and kindergarten children
will sing 3 songs at the start of the program and so they do not need to attend
the rehearsals.

OCC Thank You!
Thanks to all those that helped to make our Operation Christmas Child shoe box packing
event such a success! Light of Christ children and families packed 150 boxes that will be
sent around the world to children that won’t otherwise receive a Christmas gift. At the
same time, they will receive a book with the story of Jesus and God’s love. Thank you for
donating items for the boxes, money for shipping and time to put the boxes together.
Your donations will make a big impact on those that receive the gifts!

WOMEN’S BIBLE
STUDY
The Holy Spirit: Past,
Present, and Future is the
topic for our Women's
Bible Study this year. We will explore
questions like "What does the Bible and Christian history teach us about the power and
presence of the Holy Spirit? How is the Holy
Spirit at work in our lives and our world today?
Where is the Holy Spirit leading us as we move
into a new future?" Come and join us for
prayer, study, and conversation about the
least known and least understood person of
the Holy Trinity. We meet on the second
Tuesday of each month at 10:00 AM.

FLEECE! As you are out shopping over the
next few months, please watch for deals on
fleece. The Sunday School kids will be doing
their fleece tie blanket family service event
on February 3rd at 9:30 am and will need
enough fleece for about
25 blankets (2 two-yard
pieces for each
blanket). Please talk to
Kirsten Kelly or Laura
Jaunich if you have any
questions or if you'd like
to make a donation for
this event. Thank you!

SPARK is an after-school ministry that takes place at Light of Christ from 3-5 pm for elementary aged
kids (busing provided from Delano schools). See the schedule below for when specific grades attend
(and the topics they are learning about). Register online by visiting our website
at www.lightofchristlutheran.com (go to "Children and Youth" and then "Wednesday Spark"). Please
contact Kirsten Kelly with any questions. We hope to have your child/ren attend!
3rd grade (The Bible): Wednesdays, January 9-30
2nd grade (The Lord's Prayer): Wednesdays, February 6-27
4th grade (First Communion): Wednesdays, March 20 - April 10

QUILTING
The LOC Quilters meet each
Monday at 10:00 am in Room
106/107 at the church.
Everyone welcome! No
quilting experience necessary!

Light of Christ Service Opportunities
The Light of Christ Marks of Discipleship ask us to – “Pray daily” - “Worship weekly” – “Read the Bible” –
“Serve at or beyond Light of Christ”- “Relate to others for spiritual growth” and “Give of my time, talents
and resources”. As members we strengthen and share our Christian beliefs by actively giving of our time
and talents. It takes each of us contributing to keep our programs alive and relevant – it takes each one
of us assisting in worship to ensure a welcoming and enriching experience for everyone. A healthy
congregation is one in which everyone is actively participating. When you participate you have stronger
connections within the congregation and what you gain in relationships and personal satisfaction is far
greater than the time that is given.
Most Light of Christ members have previously completed a time and talent sheet or similar form
indicating where we are willing to give of our time in volunteer service. We access this information
through an online database allowing us to connect with persons willing to assist with a variety of
needs. Currently our information is greatly in need of updating to ensure accurate information when
reaching out to persons for specific areas of service.
There are multiple ways available for everyone to update your service information • An all-congregation email was recently sent including a link to a Service Opportunities form that can
be completed and returned online
• A form can be printed/completed and put in the offering plate on Sunday morning or emailed to
locvolunteer@frontier.com
• Shared Leadership/Service Opportunity forms are available in the Friendship Pads in the church pews
and can be completed on Sunday morning and put in the offering plate
• You can access your personal online profile via the Light of Christ website
(www.lightofchristlutheran.com) and update your service information at any time. Once on LOC
website:
1. Click on the “My Church” icon on top toolbar
2. Log in to your profile (or create one, if you haven’t already registered)
3. Click on “Involvement” tab on top toolbar
4. Choose member to update
5. Click “Edit” on “Willing to Serve” section and click appropriate options
6. Save Updates
Your time, talents and gifts create a healthy, robust and more Christ-like congregation. Let prayer guide
you to answer positively when you are asked to serve!

Light of Christ Council and Committee
2019 Elections
The Light of Christ Annual
meeting will be held the 4th
Sunday in January 2019. One
important function of the
annual meeting is to nominate
and elect members to fill all
committee and council positions. Council and
committee members are the mainstay of Light of
Christ's emphasis on “Shared Leadership.”
Member participation is at the center of Light of
Christ's ability to reach our maximum potential as
a church body. In order to function efficiently and
provide needed services it requires a minimum of
100 persons willing to volunteer their time to a
Light of Christ committee or church council.
Thankfully, we are blessed with a congregation of
talented, generous and energetic people. It is
active participation from every person that
ensures the healthiest congregation. Light of
Christ membership is also a partnership with an
expectation that everyone contributes as it best
fits their individual interests, comfort level and
God-given talents. Please prayerfully revisit
where you are currently sharing your time and
consider what additional interests you have and
gifts you can contribute. In service, new friends
will be made, ideas broadened and faith made
stronger!
Recruiting will begin shortly to fill all positions but
volunteering prior to receiving a call would be a
great blessing. If you are willing to serve in any
capacity please call the church office
(763-972-2400), send an email to
locvolunteer@frontier.com or complete a Shared
Leadership form in the Friendship Pad and place it
in the offering plate on Sunday morning.
Thank you for being an active and willing
participant in Light of Christ Shared Leadership
and for your answer of "Yes, It is I Lord", when
asked to serve.

MONTHLY SERVICE TEAM
Members of Light of Christ are dedicated to serving the Lord by sharing,
caring and loving, and do so through
the work of Monthly Service Teams,
serving at funerals, Sunday morning
coffee time and other functions.
December Service Team families:
Matt & Becky Coyle
Patrick & Leah Custer
Stuart & Megan Dallmann
Lisa Donley
Tyler & Becca Finkelson
Sarah Gierke
Dan & Rachel Halbersma
Eric & Bridget Hanson
Janet Heinzen
Jessica Holmer
Toby Ingebrigtson
Greg & Mary Johnson
Marc & Elizabeth Kohlhof
Adam & Rachel Kopperud
Vernon Lange
Steve & Cynthia Moe
Donald & DeeAnne Palan
Nate & Jen Peterson
Benjamin & Lee Raskin
Barb Russell
Brandon & Wendy Sleypen
Wade & Holly Sprengeler
Matt & Julie Strobl
Todd Williams
Kent & Julie Wischmann

12

Light of Christ to move forward with a Spring Debt Reduction Capital Appeal.

December Birthdays
01

th

At our November 18 Congregational Meeting, members voted to more boldly position the
congregation for future ministry and growth. By intentionally paying down on our existing
mortgage, Light of Christ will be able to address not only some maintenance and upkeep issues, but
we will be able to consider potential staffing strategies which will build our ministry capacity, with an
eye toward growing our congregation.

There are some wonderful ways for YOU to be involved in the work of drawing our church together
for this important appeal. Support teams are being formed. These are an opportunity to serve the
ministry, get to know some other LOC members, and to have a limited scope to your commitment.
The following are appeal support teams formed, as well as the co-chairs for each team:
Lead Gifts Team
Amy Bigot
Brenna Demeules
Events Team
Kevin Jaunich
Kylee Amdor

02

03

04

05

06

07
Communications Team
JoMarie Williamson
Dennis Lohmann

08
09

Spiritual Life Team
Gina Nee
Gary Prinsen
Children/Youth/Family Team
Kirsten Kelly
David Schneck
Dan Langner
Please call the church office or reach out directly to one of them if you are willing to serve.

10

12

Will Brown
Doug Ludwig
Max Peterson
Cody Anderson
Lydia Farniok
Brianna Goldbeck
Angela Green
Sophie Kopperud
Steffany Truax
Craig Bistodeau
Elise Farniok
Corbyn Menz
Jenny Gallagher
Max Griffin
Kevin Jaunich
Jon Langner
Isabelle Nee
Reed Schmidt
John Allaire
Kiersten Kimball
Laila Trible
Louise Hauge
Lisa Krause
Jonathan Ness
Dan Langner
Cynthia Moe
Jerried Curtis
Mark Larson
Steve Moe
Jinnelle Weis
Fred Caslavka
Edith Droneck
Brayden Gross
Tom Vieau
Ryan Zerull
David Boecker
Mike Burley
Gabby Cordes
Stuart Dallmann
Evelyn Dormanen
Emme Finkelson
Ray Leonard
Meagan Maschino

13
14
15

16

17

18
19

20

21
22
24

25

26

Jennifer Schmitt
Kayla Vieau
Kailyn Warne
Ginny Iverson
Leo Lindgren
Kurtis Burley
Kevin Noetzelman
Dave Eidahl
DeAnn Fink
Evalyn Green
Loree Kinney
Carol Lofrano
James Sprengeler
Lauren Bersie
Sharla Burley
Dan Haley
Tom Klason
Elyn Stahlke
Tammy Allison
Julie Bernick
Peter Froehle
Jack Nelson
Aniston Klaphake
Erica Cederberg
Darrell Egly
Carson Halbersma
Kylie Strobl
Lee Ashfeld
Brian Kettenacker
Lisa Schmit
Brennan Slipka
Terry Splettstoeszer
Rita Copus
Randy Hemmer
Sam Brown
Cathy Blonigen
Jason Gabrick
Rob Geistfeld
Kelly Harstad
Alec Andreasen
Penelope Jaunich
Connie Olson
Holly Sprengeler
Will Hagen
Michaella Magaard

26
27

28

29

30
31

Tim Underhill
Logan Bistodeau
Oda Carlson
Shannon Durick
Garrett Freese
Annika Moen
Hunter Ulferts
Mel Bernick
Stacie Engel
Pete Krebsbach
Mike Pavlovich
Janet Way
Delaney Burbach
Pat Czock
Jon Holzer
Nate Peterson
Rob Schaust
Owen St. Aubin
Breann Mickolichek
Samantha Noetzelman
Rick Haley
Jack Russell
Elizabeth Sievers
Brandon Sleypen
Sally Torfin

December Anniversaries
02
02
03
05
06
06
08
21
28
29
29
30

John & Wendy Anderson
Jon & Robin Olson
Merlyn & Shirley Banick
Butch & Val Donahue
Rob & Jana Geistfeld
Kevin & Anne Rothstein
Travis & Kim Knisley
Brandon & Denise Mitchell
Murray & Janet Way
Brandon & Jill Johnson
Mike & Susie Larison
Marcus & Carmen Hanson

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – DECEMBER 2018
Council
Rep
Dec. 2
8:15

Dec. 2
10:45

Kylee
Amdor

Greeters

Ushers

Communion
Assistants

Acolytes

Eileen
Huetteman

Lee Ashfeld
Ann Bassett
Greg Johnson
Curt Reuter

Penny Bailey
Wendy Caslavka

Ethan
Thomas
Taylor Tool

Bonnie
Snaza

Laurie
Grimm
Bea Zerull

Cheri Ashfeld

Amdor
family

Leo Hanson
Dorothy Henry
Lisa Spencer

Carmen Hanson Emma Lotzer Hunter
Krissy Lotzer
Allen

Kim Wortz

Brad Spencer

Dec.
9
8:15
Dec.
9
10:45

Brenna
Demeules

Dec.
16
8:15

Don &
LoyAnn
Anderson

Dec.
16
10:45
Dec.
23
8:15

Andrea
Quandt

Dec.
23
10:45

Brenna
Demeules

Dec.
24
3:00
Dec.
24
5:00

Kylee
Amdor

Dave &
Kirsten Kelly
family

Lectors Altar Guild Soundboard

John Zerull

Stacy VanCura
John Zerull

Ashlynn Kley
Taylor Tool

MaryAnn
McKay
JoMarie
Williamson

Cheri Ashfeld

Matt Coyle
Leo Hanson
Dorothy Henry

Carmen Hanson
Kim Wortz

McKenna
Allen
Joey Coyle

Becky Coyle

Marcus
Hanson

Noetzelman family

Jeanne
Schansberg
Kim Wortz

Erin Green
Brogan
Stoddard

Dorothy Henry

Sue Stahlke

Kelly family (3)

Kirsten Kelly
MaryAnn McKay

Penny Bailey

Jinnelle Weis
Kim Wortz

Penny Bailey

Jeanne
Schansberg
Sue Stahlke
Cynthia Kuenzel

Dec.
30
8:15

John Zerull

Dec.
30
10:45

Dorothy Henry

Amy
Bigot

Ben Kelly

Jack
Tuchtenhagen
Luke
Tuchtenhagen

Bob, Amanda, &
Sarah Gielau
Dorothy Henry

Dec.
24
10:00

Cheri
Ashfeld

Brogan
Stoddard

Kim
Dave Wuerger
Niedzielski
Jan Styve
DeeAnne Brad Spencer
Palan
Traci
Torgerson
Linda Moore Cheryl Gielau
Jan Styve
Sally Torfin

Bonnie
Lotzer

Laurie
Grimm
Kim
Niedzielski
Janine
Holter
Sally Torfin

Becky
Schaust

Traci
Torgerson

Laurie
Grimm
DeeAnne
Palan
Traci
Torgerson

Cheryl Gielau

