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The 10th San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ship of the 
United States Navy, and will be named in honor of Congressman John 
Patrick “Jack” Murtha (1932–2010) of Pennsylvania.

A retired United States Marine Corps Reserve officer, Murtha was a member of the Pennsylvania House from 1969 to 1974.  That 
year he narrowly won a special election to Congress becoming the first Vietnam War veteran elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Murtha served as chairman or ranking minority member of the House Appropriations, Defense Subcom-
mittee from 1989 until his death in 2010, two days after becoming the longest-serving congressman in Pennsylvania history.
 
Murtha grew up in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. He attended Washington and Jefferson College until 1952 when he left to 
join the Marine Corps. Displaying outstanding leadership qualities during Marine Corps training, he was awarded the American 
Spirit Honor Medal. He became a drill instructor at Parris Island and was selected for the Officer Candidate Screening Course at 
Quantico, Virginia. Upon commissioning, Murtha was assigned to the Second Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.
 
Murtha left the Marine Corps in 1955, but joined the Marine Corps Reserve in 1959 and was assigned to the 34th Infantry Company in 
Johnstown, PA.  Murtha graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 1962 with a degree in economics. As a 33 year old major, 
Murtha volunteered and served in the Vietnam War from 1966 to 1967 as a battalion staff officer (S-2 Intelligence Section), receiv-
ing the Bronze Star with Valor device, two Purple Hearts, and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. He retired from the Marine Corps 
Reserve as a colonel in 1990, receiving the Navy Distinguished Service Medal.

All other ships of the class (except the three named for 9/11, Arlington, New York, and Somerset) are named for American cities; 
however, two months after Murtha’s death, on 9 April 2010, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus designated the name of LPD-26 
as John P. Murtha.

John P. Murtha

The Class
The versatile San Antonio-class ships incorporate both a flight deck to ac-
commodate CH-46 helicopters and MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft, and a 
well deck that can launch and recover landing craft and amphibious vehi-
cles. The San Antonio class’ increased vehicle space and substantial cargo 
carrying capacity make it a key element of twenty-first century Amphibious 
Ready Groups, Expeditionary Strike Groups, and Joint Task Forces.

In addition to performing their primary mission,  USS John P. Murtha’s sister ships have supported anti-piracy operations and 
provided humanitarian assistance and foreign disaster relief operations in Haiti after the earthquake.



The Ship and the Commissioning Ceremony
John P. Murtha’s keel was laid down on June 6, 2012 at Ingalls Shipbuilding, Pascagoula, Mississippi. She was launched 
on October 30, 2014, with her christening on March 21, 2015. Donna S. Murtha, the congressman’s daughter, is the ship’s 
sponsor.  The formal shipboard commissioning will be held on 8 October 2016 at Penn’s Landing, Philadelphia, the port 
just a few hours east on I-76 from Congressman Murtha’s district in Cambria County, PA.  The commissioning will not only 
honor Pennsylvania’s longest serving congressman and decorated combat veteran, it will also form an enduring alliance 
between the people of the congressman’s district and the ship and her crew.  The Commissioning Committee for the USS 
John P. Murtha asks for your participation and support for the time-honored ceremony and associated events.  Many dedi-
cated volunteers are working to ensure that John P. Murtha’s commissioning events are a success.  Be a part of it. 

The Navy League Supports

USS JOHN P. MURTHA COMMISSIONING
The Navy League of the United States, Philadelphia Council, invites your participation and support of the USS 
John P. Murtha commissioning. If you have never seen a warship “brought to life” during her commissioning cer-
emony, you will not want to miss this historic event.

The naval commissioning ceremony has been a tradition of navies since 1775. It is the most significant event 
in the life of the ship.  The commissioning is the final event in the triad which brings a ship to life and marks the 
entrance of a man-of-war into the naval forces of her nation.

The Philadelphia Council of the Navy League of the United States has established the USS John P. Murtha Com-
missioning Committee to raise funds and support the commissioning events at Penns Landing and Philadelphia. 

The Philadelphia Council of the Navy League of the United States is tax-exempt under the provisions of Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to the Navy League are tax deductible. The Philadelphia 
Council’s Information is filed with the Pennsylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations and may be obtained by 
calling 800-732-0999. A  registration with the Pennsylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations does not imply 
endorsement.

www.navyleaguephilly.org                 www.usssjohnpmurthacommissioning.org

USS John P. Murtha (LPD 26) Commissioning Contribution
Yes, I want to support the crew members of the USS JOHN P. MURTHA by contributing to the commissioning 

ceremony and activities.

Crew ($100-$499)

Wardroom ($500-$999)

Commander ($1,000-$4,999)

Captain ($5,000-$9,999)

Rear Admiral ($10,000-$24,999)

Vice Admiral ($25,000-$49,999)

Admiral ($50,000+)

*Check our website for premiums awarded for various 
levels of sponsorship.

Please tear off and mail to 
Navy League of the United States - Philadelphia Council
USS John P. Murtha Commissioning Committee

PO Box 15041
Philadelphia, PA 19130

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

E-Mail: ____________________________________
Donation Amount: $ _________________________
Organization Affiliation:_______________________
Enclosed is my check for $ _____________________
Make check payable to: NLUS PHILA (USS John P. Murtha)

If you wish to donate by credit card, fill out the 
information below and sign or go to our website 
www.ussjohnpmurthacommissioning.org

Company Name: ____________________________
Name: ____________________________________
Card Type: _________________________________
Card Number: ______________________________
Mailing Address:_____________________________
City/State/Zip: ______________________________
Signature:__________________________________
Exp. Date: _____ / _____  Security Code: _________


