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As I sit down to pen this article, Purim is upon us and 
that means that the celebration of Passover is right 
around the corner. Passover is half a celebration, 
recalling an incomplete redemption, the start of an 

unfinished process. In the half-baked matzoh, we recall both the slavery in Egypt and 
the exodus from it. However, it is not enough to leave Egypt physically. We are obliged 
to struggle until we are freed for good from both external and internal bondage. 
 
The Biblical event celebrates the first breath of freedom taken by a people liberated 
from Egyptian slavery. Simultaneously, the Hebrew slaves are beset by rules and 
prohibitions. They must mark the month of their exodus for all time as their first month. 
They must slaughter a lamb, an Egyptian deity, and daub its blood on the doorpost of 
their dwelling places. The lamb they slaughter is to be eaten by a discrete group of 
people only. They must eat matzoh and nothing leavened for seven days.  
 
This strange juxtaposition of liberation and prohibition presents an interesting paradox. 
Why leave one bondage merely to enter another, albeit symbolic one? Surely freedom 
means the overthrow of rules! Liberty, however, abhors a vacuum. Without content or 
meaning it is an empty gesture. If restricted, it fails in its ultimate purpose. When it 
benefits only aristocrats, or only one nation, can it really be called liberty? “Modern 
society,” wrote psychologist Erich Fromm, “affects man in two ways simultaneously. He 
becomes more independent, self-reliant, and critical, and he becomes more isolated, 
alone, and afraid.” Passover points a way between the merciless enslavement to the 
pharaohs of this world and the cosmic loneliness that is the lot of the contemporary 
civilization. 
 
The second function of the holiday, inner freedom, is a spiritual cleansing, a revitalizing 
of dead spiritual muscle and tissue. The two-sided nature of Passover, with its emphasis 
on both outer and inner freedom is beautifully caught in the bitter herb and matzoh 
sandwich, which is an integral part of the Seder ceremony. This unique blend of food 
suggests that Passover demands that we face some bitter truths about ourselves and 
the world we live in, without which a more profound, inner and vital freedom is not 
feasible. 
 
Five days after the end of Passover, corresponding to the 27th day of Nisan, or 30th of 
April this year, is known as Yom Hazikaron Lashoah, or Yom Hashoah as we know it 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) - the day on which we commemorate the destruction of 
six million of our sisters and brothers during the Holocaust. Interred in concentration 



camps, they truly had to make every day count, for they knew not if it would be their 
last. The main importance of the day is the fulfillment of the command to “remember” – 
remember the six million who died so tragically and so cruelly, remember those who 
fought against the Nazis in whatever way they could against impossible odds. 
Remember the enemy of Jewry and mankind who perpetrated it and remember the 
righteous of the nations who stood against it.  A memorial light should be kindled in 
every Jewish home on that day. As we enter the Month of May, we then look forward to 
celebrating Yom HaAtzmaut, or Israel Independence Day. 
 
Please come to the Temple and make the coming months ahead a joyous celebration 
with many activities and services which we offer to you and your family, and bring your 
friends, too. We look forward to seeing you at Temple Har Shalom, the center of your 
Jewish lives. 
 
Eileen, Josh and I wish you and yours a Zissen Pesach, a sweet and meaningful Passover. 
 


