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FREEDOM  

SYNOPSIS OF SERIES  
The entire purpose of this letter is to make a clear the difference between the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
false gospels. Galatians attacks two false ideas in particular, legalism and lawlessness. It dismantles the lies 
of these ideas and paints a true picture of salvation by grace through faith alone. Paul stands firmly in 
defense of the gospel.  
 
CONTEXT OF GALATIANS 
The letter was written by Paul sometime around AD 50. On Paul’s first missionary journey, he planted 
churches in Pisidia Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. These were Greek people – Paul’s mission was to 
bring the good news of Jesus to the Gentiles.  Many people in these areas heard the message of Jesus 
Christ from Paul and accepted it. The message that Paul preached was a message of God’s grace. 
Specifically, Paul emphasized that a person is saved by his faith in Jesus, not by his works. As Paul opened 
the door for Gentiles to experience Jesus, there were some Jewish teachers who did not buy this “faith 
alone” message. They believed that Gentiles Christians, like Jewish Christians, needed to follow the 
traditional ceremonial customs from the Mosaic law. They taught that these Gentile believers had to observe 
all dietary laws and be circumcised in order to be fully accepted by God. Some of these Jewish teachers 
made their way into Galatia and were now teaching Paul’s congregations that his message of “faith alone” 
was inadequate.  
 
DIGGING DEEPER: 
 
READ GALATIANS 3:15-29 
21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that 
could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But Scripture has locked up 
everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, 
might be given to those who believe. 
23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to 
come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by 
faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 
26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
Have you ever thought about the idea that God has been clothing our shame since the fall of mankind, so 
why would he stop now?  How could this truth change how you live your day to day life?  
 
What does it look like for you to clothe yourself with Christ on a daily basis?  
 
READ GALATIANS 4:1-7 
 
What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the 
whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when 
we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set 
time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,5 to redeem those under the 
law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; 
and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 
 



On Sunday, Peter talked about different ways children relate to their parents.  

• Children don’t plan – they follow.  

• Children are bold – they ask.  

• Children have their parents’ ear. - they cry out   

• Children become heirs – they inherit  
 
 
Which of these resonated with you? 
 
What’s your trust level at with God?   
 
Is there an area in your life, that if God doesn’t come through, you don’t know what you’re going to do? Will 
you pause and pray for Him to intervene right now?  
 
 
MOVING FORWARD 
 
What is one area of your life you can begin to participate in God’s kingdom as his heir here on earth?  
 
How can you choose to live in your identity as a son or daughter?  
 
Pray for His Spirit and presence to be with you each day so you can live with that confidence.  
 
 
 
 

 

 


