
LENT

With a sense of anticipation about the coming season, 
students gathered around a large cross at Wesley worship 
the day before Ash Wednesday, to write down their Lenten 
commitments and nail them to the cross, which would 
remain the focal point for worship for the coming forty 
days. The following Ash Wednesday morning, the Richard 
and Shirley Johanson Chapel was packed to the brim at 
7:30 am with students coming to receive the imposition of 
ashes to begin their Lenten observance.

Each year, Wesley offers many opportunities for 
students to enter the Lenten experience meaningfully and 
to stretch and grow spiritually. This year, a special focus 
was the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer:

I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt,
rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee
Exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy 
pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorius and blessed God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine.
So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be 
ratified in heaven. Amen.

Students were challenged to pray and meditate on this 
Wesleyan Covenant Prayer daily. The covenant prayer was 
sung at the benediction of each Tuesday night worship 
service during Lent. Additionally, each week a student 
wrote a devotional based on the prayer to help their peers 
internalize and apply its meaning. Reflecting on Jesus’ 
trusting journey to the cross in relation to the Wesley 

Covenant Prayer, UA senior Katelynn Downey shared, 
“God has a map for our lives. The only way we can find the 
path that he has for us is to trust full-heartedly in him.”

As in years past, we also challenged our fellowship 
to give sacrificially during the Lenten season. This year’s 
leadership team chose the homeless as our missional 
focus for the season. Early in Lent, manna bags filled with 
non-perishable food items purchased with mission money 
raised by students were assembled and distributed 
through our fellowship. Manna bags are designed to be 
kept handy in one’s vehicle to share when encountering 
a homeless person in need of assistance. Additionally 
during Lent, the Wesley leadership team earmarked 
our Wesley worship offerings for the Teen Action and 
Support Center (TASC) in Rogers, Arkansas. TASC works 
with homeless teens in Northwest Arkansas to provide 
housing, job assistance, counseling, mentoring, education 
and other support services.

But the climax of Lent was entering the story of the 
last hours of Jesus’ passion during Holy Week. A powerful 
Holy Week service the Tuesday before Easter carried our 
students dramatically through the gospel narratives of 
Jesus’ last hours leading up to his crucifixion. The service 
invited students to share in Communion as well as foot 
washing and, again, to return to the cross, nailing prayers 
and confessions of sins. Maundy Thursday evening, 
students kept vigil with Christ by praying in hour slots 
through the night from 8 pm until 3 pm on Good Friday. 
Participating students prayed their way through stations 
of the cross located throughout the upstairs spaces at 
Wesley.

It has been a special season walking together towards 
the cross and, ultimately, the glorious empty tomb of 
Easter. Wesley’s Lenten journey together this year has 
given students more intimate ways to know Christ and to 
understand the power of Christ’s grace in their lives!


