
Coffeehouse & 
Community
On Saturday, March 3rd, Wesley’s Nita Lindsey 

Great Room was transformed into a warm and 

welcoming coffeehouse atmosphere with small 

sitting areas spread across the room and strings 

of lights hanging overhead. It was a first try at 

an Open Mic Coffeehouse event in the new 

Wesley House, where students could come to 

enjoy a hot beverage, some homemade goodies, 

and performances by fellow students. 

“The Open Mic Coffeehouse Night was a great 

way of opening our doors to people on campus,” 

expressed U of A freshman, Layla Hale. “There was 

a sense of community and friendship that night 

that is always felt at Wesley events.” Wesley was 

excited to host more than 75 students for the 

outreach night, with more than half of the students 

in attendance new to the Wesley ministry. 

“Wesley’s Coffeehouse definitely had the vibe 

of some of the good cafes out in the Pacific 

Northwest,” shared grad student and attendee, 

Dylan Larkin, who recently moved to Northwest 

Arkansas from Oregon. Trained by real baristas 

earlier in the week, Wesley volunteers were in the 

kitchen whipping up coffee drinks for our guests, 

from pour overs to cafe au lait to good-ole hot 

chocolate! Acts on stage included musical 

performances, comedy, and poetry reading by 

Wesley students as well as other U of A students 

who came as first-time guests to share their talents! 

As hoped, Coffeehouse proved a great venue for 

new students to experience Wesley and for all to 

invite friends to come out for a fun night. Reflecting 

on the evening, Chris Sheldon, U of A junior and 

CONNECT student leader who planned the event, 

was already talking about his plans for the fall. 

“Having our first coffeehouse was such an awesome 

experience. I can’t wait to see how much bigger 

and better we can make it next fall!” 


